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An Encyclopedia of Shade Perennials by W. 
George Schmid, 
Timber Press, Inc. Portland, Oregon, 2002. 
374 pages, approx. 467 colour photos, 
1 U.S. Hardiness zone map, Bibliography, 
Index. 
Hardbound,  $67.95 
 
 
 W. George Schmid grew up in Bavaria 
where he developed a passion for plants, 
particularly plants in the dark shady woods just 
beyond his grandfather’s farm in Ottobrunn.  
He went on to study botany, horticulture, and 
landscape architecture at the University of 
Munich and devoted his life to growing shade 
plants, specifically hostas.  He is the author of 
The Genus Hosta (Timber Press). 

 An Encyclopedia of Shade 
Perennials is divided into two parts, the first of 
which the author offers the reader some 
interesting personal anecdotes as well as good 
practical advice on managing a garden with 
shade.  He explains the need to understand 
the basic composition of the available soil, 
ways to improve it, the pH of the soil, need for 
water or drainage, need to fertilize or not, 
problem trees, bacteria and fungi.  He also 
includes in section one a clear explanation of 
his organization and the keys of the plant 
descriptions which appear in section two of the 
book. 
 In section two,  all plants are arranged 
alphabetically.  Names which appear in bold 
face are pictured in the photographs.  In some 
cases, other closely related genera with similar 
cultural requirements are combined in the 
descriptions, but not photographed.  
Descriptions begin with general comments 
relating to the genus as a whole, its general 
habitat and cultural range with emphasis on 
performance and hardiness in hot and cold 
regions, its naming and placement in higher 
orders, its use in medicine and folklore, its soil 
requirements and other cultural 
recommendations, its propagative 
characteristics and any concerns regarding 
pests and diseases.  Descriptions of 
recommended species and cultivars follow the 
general comments. 
 The colour photographs are not in close 
proximity to the descriptions of the plants, but 
rather are clumped together in the centre 
section of the book which necessitates flipping 
back and forth to look at the photos and 
reading the descriptions.  The descriptions 
include a number of common names when 
more than one name is used.   Once again the 
book includes an excellent index.  On the 
whole, this will be a very useful book for 
everyone in the club. 
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