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R. pachysanthum

Fraser South Rhododendron Society
is a chapter of the
American Rhododendron Society

Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the third
Wednesday of each month (except June,
July, August).

http://frasersouthrhodos.ca
Map : https://goo.gl/maps/ZB1m1jnF9DP2

In person meetings are not being held at this
time.
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Cover:

This Month
Date: Wednesday, January 19, 2022 at 7:30 pm.
Place: Zoom meeting from the comfort of your
own home
TITLE: Rhododendron occidentale: “The Outlaw
Species” – Dick “Red” Cavender (Portland ARS
Chapter).

R. pachysanthum
Rhododendron subsection: Maculifera
This subsection includes several good garden plants
including some with excellent foliage. All are fairly
easy to grow but the Taiwanese species are prone
to Leaf-tip burn. R. morii, R. pachysanthum, R.
pseudochrysanthum and R. strigillosum are
probably the most widely cultivated.
Height: Up to 3m, a compact and dense shrub,
looser with age.
Leaves: Up to 11 x 6 cm, lanceolate to ovate,
retained 3 years; upper surface with conspicuous
silvery indumentum (often browner in shade) which
is retained, lower surface with a thick, dense, woolly,
bistrate indumentum, pale at first turning to a rich
rusty brown at maturity.

From Dick: “Like many Westerners, R. occidentale is
fiercely independent. It takes great delight in
confounding the taxonomists because it simply does
not obey the rules! Taxonomists expect species to be
fairly uniform but occidentale is extremely variable.
These variations include leaf texture, flower color,
size, shape and an ability to thrive throughout a very
large range of habitats. The one consistent thing is
occidentale’s great fragrance.”
Dick will show us some of the variability of the plants
throughout its range and will show and tell you why
you really need to have a number of these fine plants
in your garden.
Dick & Karen are the owners of Red's Rhodies in
Sherwood, Oregon, specializing in Rhododendron
occidentale. Dick has been an avid collector,
hybridizer and grower of Rhododendron occidentale
for about 55 years. He has named and registered a
number of wild collected clones and his hybrids.

Next Month

Inflorescence: 10-20 flowered, compact
Corolla: funnel-campanulate, c. 4cm long, pure
white to pale rose pink, usually spotted or flared
green or crimson; calyx c. 1mm, glandular; ovary
densely grandular; style glabrous.
Distribution: Centrel Taiwan, 3,000-3,200m (10,00010,500ft) in full exposure above the tree-line.

Date: Wednesday, February 16, 2022 at 7:30
pm.
Place: Zoom meeting from the comfort of your
own home
Title: Tbd

Source:
- The Encyclopedia of Rhododendron Species by Peter A. Cox &
Kenneth N.E. Cox
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From the President

2021 OFFICERS
President:

Colleen Bojczuk

604-826-4221

Past Pres:

Evelyn Jensen

604-857-5663

Vice Pres:

Jim Worden

604-541-4754

Secretary:

Barbara Mathias

778-580-6404

Treasurer:

Harold Fearing

604-857-4136

Directors:

Gerry Nemanishen

604-826-0166

Robert Talbot

604-720-0134

Nancy Moore

604-859-3690

Jim Worden

604-541-4754

Programme:

Membership: Evelyn Jensen

604-857-5663

Newsletter:

Maureen Worden

604-541-4754

Librarian:

Gerald Nemanishen

604-826-0166

Website:

Maureen Worden

604-541-4754

Hospitality:

Jim & Margaret

Cadwaladr
BCCGC Liaison: Vacant

604-427-1685

Reminders - !!!!!!!!!!!!!
WE ARE ACTIVELY LOOKING FOR MEETING
SPEAKERS. PLEASE SEND YOUR
SUGGESTIONS TO THE YAK EDITOR.
************************************************
Submit articles, photos, or suggestions for the
newsletter or else you will be stuck with the editors
choices.
************************************************
Members are Encouraged to send their own “In the
Garden” photos to the editor for inclusion in the YAK.

I can hardly believe this year is nearly over –
so much has happened – Covid Delta
sickness and deaths, the heat dome, raging
forest fires, unprecedented floods and
mudslides, supply chain shortages, fuel
rationing – Boy! We’ve sure had a year of
extremes. And yet, despite all the terrible
devastation, for the most part, we as British
Columbians have shown great resilience and
perseverance. There have been so many
instances of exceptional humanitarianism,
generosity and patience, but unfortunately too
many examples of selfishness, carelessness
and greed.
As gardeners, I believe we have had an
advantage over some – our gardens offer
peace and beauty, busy work, productivity
and bounty. We do not feel trapped or
isolated. Our meetings, albeit by Zoom, have
been informative and interesting, and we’ve
enjoyed seeing faces and hearing voices,
even without the pleasure of excellent
goodies and coffee.
Christmas will most likely be as quiet at our
house as last year, but we are cautiously
hopeful that the Omicron variant will be
controlled and we can resume our usual club
events in spring. If my work is any indicator,
the desire for gardening and landscaping is
still very strong, and newbies of all ages are
popping in daily. We encourage them as much
as possible to get out and experiment with
plants and to do things, and not just rely on
Google or Pinterest or such.
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From the President continued:
We need knowledge that must apply to our specific needs here on the lower mainland, rather than some
unknown random location on the planet. Oh yes! There’s good info there, but you need to learn enough to
know if what you’re looking at is appropriate.
So let’s all stay safe, keep interested and interesting, join in to our meetings as best we can, keep our
gardens happy, and fingers crossed for a better year in 2022. I’m surely looking forward to a visit to the
Sunshine Coast Botanic Garden that we learned about last month. Merry Christmas to all, and an
inspirational New Year!
Respectfully, Colleen B.

Chuck Your Tree for Wildlife!
The Nature Conservancy of Canada suggests leaving your Christmas tree in your backyard – as a
gift to wildlife. The organization’s senior conservation biologist, says leaving the tree in your
backyard over the winter can provide “many benefits” for backyard wildlife, as the tree can provide
“important habitat for bird populations during the winter months, especially on cold nights and
during storms.
He suggests propping it up near another tree,
against a fence or lay it in your garden. Get the
family involved by redecorating it with pine cones
filled with peanut butter, strings of peanuts and suet
for birds to enjoy while they shelter in the tree.
“Evergreens offer a safe place for bird to rest while
they visit your feeder,” Kraus said. “Another benefit
is that if you leave the tree in your garden over the
summer, it will continue to provide habitat for
wildlife and improve your soil as it decomposes.”
By spring, he noted, the tree will have lost most of
ite needles, resembling a “Charlie Brown”
Christmas tree. Simple cut the tree branches, lay
them where spring flowers are starting to emerge in
your garden and place the trunk on soil, but not on
top of the flowers.
Kraus says the tree branches and trunk can provide
habitat, shelter wildflowers, hold moisture and help
build the soil, mimicking what happens with dead
trees and branches in the forest. Toads will seek
shelter under the log, and insects, including carpenter bees will burrow into the wood.
By Fall, the branches and trunk will begin to decompose and turn into soil. Many of our Christmas
trees, particularly spruce and balsam fir have very low rot resistance and break down quickly when
exposed to the elements, The more contact the cut branches and trunk have with the ground, the
quicker it will decompose. Drilling holes in the tree trunk will speed up that process.
The Yak December 2021 Page 4

From the Editor
I must admit feeling a wee bit guilty questioning the “term” atmospheric rivers in last months editorial.
Mother Nature certainly hit with a vengeance and continues to keep us guessing on a day by day basis.
Today, as I put fingers to keyboard to write the editorial (always the last piece of YAK production), I’ve seen
clear skies and stars at 5:00 am, then rain, hail and sleet
and it’s not even noon.
Speaking of keyboards, we’ve filled the vacancy on the
garden crew (four legged). The newest member flew in
from Red Deer, Alberta three weeks ago to begin
training. She has big shoes (or should I say paws) to fill
but already is showing great promise while investigating
her new outside habitat and following the oldest member
around on patrol. As you can imagine everything is new
and must be checked out. By now you’re wondering what
all this has to do with keyboards. Well yesterday as I was
working on the YAK, she decided that it was time for me to go wireless and disabled my wired keyboard by
biting the wire in half. This resulted in a rush trip to the store to buy a new keyboard. The message was
received and I purchased a wireless keyboard to go with my wireless mouse. (In all honesty, I needed a
new keyboard since so many letters had worn off the keys). She has also shown a great interest in Sunday
night NFL football by using the remote to turn on the game. Fortunately I have multiple pairs of reading
glasses as the one I kept in the family room is now missing the critical piece that hooks over your ear. It’s
been an adventure but I fully expect with the guidance of the senior team member, she will be up to
gardening activities come spring.
The potted geraniums on the patio continue to grow and bloom along with the hard fuchsia much to the
delight of the hummingbirds. As a result of some of our warmer days earlier this month R. praevernum has
a couple of flowers partially open and some buds looking like they want to bloom. Cooler temps have not
been kind to the few flowers that emerged. With nothing of note happening, “In The Garden” this month
looks skyward to remind us that it’s not always grey in the Vancouver area. Thank you at all that have
contributed to the YAK this year. To provide some clarification around pictures, all submitted pictures are
credited to that person or to the source. All pictures in the YAK (e.g. cover pictures and In The Garden) not
credited are taken by the editor in the garden.
The FSRS executive met recently and discussed the how and when of activities for the upcoming New
Year. Zoom meetings have been scheduled for January and February with our annual AGM meeting moved
to March. The AGM will be in person if possible based on the current Provincial Health orders at the time.
We are also planning to get back to our annual plant sale in April so start planning those member
contributions as you wonder through your garden over the next few months.
As much as some people hate Zoom meetings, it has allowed us to go further
afield and have presentations from speakers that would not have been possible
in the in person environment. In January we are pleased to have Dick “Red”
Cavender from the Portland, Oregon ARS chapter speak on Rhododendron
occidentale: “The Outlaw Species”. It should be a good one!
I hope everyone has a wonderful Christmas season and you are able to
celebrate with those nearest and dearest to you. Happy Holidays,
Maureen Worden
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From the Archives
The following articles originally appeared in the Fraser South Newsletter,
December 2004 by Bobby Ogden
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Seasonal Reprint from December 2017 YAK
Christmas Rose
The Christmas Rose is an English plant and is considered world wide to be a
"true" Christmas flower. It's blooming period is the winter season and it's
sometimes called the Winter Rose or the Snow Rose. This flower is
commonly found in Europe.
The legend of the Christmas Rose is closely linked to the birth of Christ.
Here's how the story goes: A young shepherd named Madelon, was tending
to her sheep on a winters cold night when the wise men passed her field
carrying gifts for the Christ Child. They had wonderful gifts such as gold,
myrrh, fruits & honey. Madelon was very poor and could not afford a gift for
her newborn king so she began to weep inconsolably. An angel saw her and
took pity. He bent down and swept away the snow in front of her. In its place a
most beautiful white flower with a tinge of pink appeared; the Christmas Rose.

Mistletoe
Mistletoe is another Christmas flower whose origins date back to Pagan times.
Druid priests used this flower in their winter celebrations, it was magical as it
had no roots but stayed green for the duration of winter. Ancient Celtics used
mistletoe as an antidote for poison, to ward off evil spirits and to help with
infertility.
Used as a symbol of peace by the Romans, it was said that enemies who
met under the mistletoe would lay their weapons down and actually embrace!
Scandinavians associated this flower with Frigga, the goddess of love. This is
where the tradition of "kissing under the mistletoe" originated. To this day it is
believed that kissing under the mistletoe during Christmas promised
happiness and good luck for the year to come. Due to its Pagan roots, early
churches banned the use of mistletoe and instead encouraged it's followers to
use Holly for their Christmas greens.

Christmas Wreaths
Wreaths symbolize a never-ending circle of life. Traditionally wreaths
featured 4 candles, three were purple and one was pink. These candles
represented 4 weeks of preparation for the Christmas holiday. The 4th
Sunday before Christmas day the first purple candle was lit with a prayer
offered to Jesus who is about to take mortal form. The 3rd Sunday another
purple candle is lit and stood for love, then on the 2nd Sunday before
Christmas the pink candle was lit, which stood for joy. Finally, a few days
before Christmas the last purple candle was lit which symbolized peace.
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The Christmas Tree
This is one of the most widely recognized Christmas symbols around the
world. Today's varieties include the Douglas fir, Virginia Pine, Balsam fir & the
Scotch pine, amongst others. In past history the Hawthorn and Cherry trees
were used. Christmas trees can be traced back to the 7th century AD. A monk
who traveled to preach the gospel had used the triangular shape of a fir tree
to describe the Holly Trinity of God, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Those who
embraced the new faith began to consider the Fir tree to be Gods tree. By the
12th century it was a symbol of Christianity.
The idea of decorating a tree became popular in Victorian times. They used a
star for the top and decorated the rest of the tree with beaded decorations,
snowflakes, candles and silver tinsel. This is also when themed trees started
to become popular, for example a color theme.
The Christmas tree has always symbolized birth and new beginnings
during the darkest time of the year - winter.

The Poinsettia
Poinsettias (Euphorbia pulcherrima) are originally native to an area known as
Taxco del Alarcon located in Southern Mexico. The plant was cultivated by
the Aztec Aboriginals who referred to it in their language as Cuitlaxochitl (from
cuitlatl=residue, and xochitl=flower) meaning "flower that grows in residues or
soil. The colourful bracts were used by the Aztecs to make a reddish purple
dye and a a fever medicine was derived from the poinsettia's milky sap
(known today as "latex").
The plant's association with Christmas appears to have begun in 16th century
Mexico, where a legend tells of a young girl who was too poor to provide a gift
for the celebration of Jesus' birthday. The story relates that the girl was
inspired by an angel to gather weeds and place them in front of the church
altar. Bright crimson "blossoms" sprouted from the weeds and became
beautiful poinsettias. After the Spanish conquest and the introduction of
Christianity, poinsettias began to be used in Christian rituals. During the 17th
century, Franciscan friars in Mexico used the plants in their Christmas
celebrations. The star-shaped leaf pattern is said to symbolize the Star of
Bethlehem, and the red colour represents the blood sacrifice through the
crucifixion of Jesus.
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From the Garden
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Jim Barlup Hybrids
Picture credit : Jim Barlup

Liquid Sunshine (Lemon Prelude x Gold Prinz)

Loey Jame (Percy Wiseman x Fortune x Bergs Yellow
x r. proteoides)

Lois Blackmore (Fantastica x Rocky Point)

Loons Call (Mindy Love x Satin Gold)

Loris Love (Hotei x r. yakushimanum x recital)

Love Poem (silk Ribbon x White Cinnamon)
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Maddie Mae (Nancy Evans x Pink Petticoats)

Madeleines Melody (Lemon Embers x Fairweather x
Jean Eleanor)

Mardi (Coral Blossom x Bambi x r. proteoides)

Maricela (Pineapple Delight x Hills Low Red)

Maris (Independence Day x Elegant Touch)

Marrisa (Fancy x r. yakushimanum x coronation Day)
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