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R. Wind River
Fraser South Rhododendron Society Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the third
is a chapter of the Wednesday of each month (except June,

American Rhododendron Society July, August) at:

Langley Mennonite Fellowship Church
http://frasersouthrhodos.ca 20987 )A/foth Ave. P

) Langley, B.C.
Map : https://goo.gl/maps/ZB1m1jnF9DP2
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2020 OFFICERS

President:
Past Pres:
Vice Pres:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Directors:

Programme:
Membership:
Newsletter:
Librarian:
Website:
Hospitality:

Colleen Bojczuk
Evelyn Jensen
Jim Worden
Barbara Mathias
Harold Fearing
Caroline Feldinger
Gerry Nemanishen
Vacant
Jim Worden
Vacant
Maureen Worden
Gerald Nemanishen
Maureen Worden
Jim & Margaret
Cadwaladr

BCCGC Liaison: Vacant

604-826-4221
604-857-5663
604-541-4754
778-580-6404
604-857-4136
250-614-6626
604-826-0166

604-541-4754

604-541-4754

604-826-0166

604-541-4754

604-427-1685

Pileated

Woodpecker
Ginny & Harold Fearing

From the Editor

Welcome to the May YAK. With no meetings and
activities to report, the focus of this edition is a
YAK Truss show to share your blooms with other
FSRS member s. AFrom t he
the Gardeno (AKA The Woi
i ncluded but a new séckon o
includes all (well nearly all) the pictures submitted
by FSRS members. My thanks to all those that
participated. | tried not to show duplicates so if two
members submitted the same plant, the first one
that arrived was included. | also cropped a few
photos for space reasons i oh | love editorial
license!

As | put this edition together we are in the middle
of a heatwave. It has put the end to some of the
blooms in the garden but some are still opening so
the show continues. The work crew and | continue
to weed and fight the morning glory and buttercup.
They do get exhausted though and require their
naps (see below) before continuing on in the yard.

As always, my feathered friends continue to
provide song and entertainment as we toil away in
the garden. We frequently see pileated
woodpeckers whichthe Fear i ngds wer g
capture (left), and a new addition to our backyard
this year is the Western Tanager which likes to
visit the gurgler and sit outside our kitchen window
in a magnolia that is just starting to get leaves and
typically blooms through June and July. The
mason bees are hard at work and with the apple
trees in blossom and the Hawthorne tree just
starting to bloom; our yard is very bee friendly.

I hope you are all safe and well, enjoying your
gardens AND that you enj
Truss show. Maureen Worden

Western Tanager
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From the Archives

The following articles originally appeared in the Fraser
South Newsletter, October / November 2000 by Chris Ballyn

& 2

I Meet my first Rhododendrons
Chris Ballyn

When | was growing up in Toronto one was
as likely to find a rhododendron there as a
palm tree. The most exotic outdoor plant
then was the deciduous magnolia, and there
were only three or four in the whole city. |
remember one on a curve in Poplar Plains
Road, and to come upon it suddenly in full
bloom was the surest sign that spring had
arrived. But now magnolias are almost as
common in Toronto as they are here, and
more rhododendrons are seen all the time.
Back then | thought the showiest and most
beautiful widely grown shrub was the lilac
with its wonderful bonus of a heavenly scent.
That was until one May evening. | was walk-
ing up Yonge Street after a movie. Passing
the florist shop next door to the gates to Mt..
Pleasant Cemetery | was stopped dead in my
tracks by the sight before me. No, nota
ghost, but something in the shop. The front
of the store was in darkness, but a light had
been left on in the back room, and through
the its open door | could see the most incred-
ible profusion of glorious colours. | felt like
Howard Carter must have felt when he first
peered into Tutankhamen’s tomb and saw
“thing, wondrous things ”.

As soon as possible the following day | was
back and found out it was a newly arrived
shipment of a plant called rhododendron.
This was a name | was aware of but, probably
because of its foreign and pedantic sound,
had assumed that it applied to nothing more
interesting than some sort of Mediterranean
alder - certainly not the incredible plants that
surrounded me and which were to be sold as
mere house plants. As a student, | could only
afford one, and it was a hard choice to make.
| was pleased that my plant did well in the
garden that summer, and seemed all right in
the house in the Fall. However, when the
heating system came on, it languished and
finally expired in the spring.

it was very shortly after this experience that |
first came to the West Coast - again in May.
I could not believe my eyes when | arrived -
those plants from the florist were growing
everywhere ! | was surprised too, to see how
large they could be - especially at Royal
Roads outside Victoria where | was headed as
a naval cadet. Some of them were so large
that they formed complete canopies over the
driveways.

But when | think of that time, one particular
memory always comes back. Itis of a lazy
spring Sunday afternoon. | was off duty and
on my own, and decided to explore the
grounds of Hatley Castle. After viewing the
terraces, and adjacent ltalian garden, | took a
pathway that fed through a small wood to
the west and. to my disbelief, came into a
dream.

There, in a large clearing, was a perfect Japa-
nese garden, complete with a meandering
lagoon mirroring the blossoms of the sur-
rounding cherry trees and rhododendrons
and a superb facquered pavilion perched on
a tiny island in it. It was the most beautiful
and tranquil place | have ever seen, and |
wandered about it awestruck. | had not
known there was such a garden on the
grounds and it was the first | had ever seen.
To this day, | think it is still the best, and that
wonderful afternoon | had it alt to myself. |
decided then that somehow | had to come to
live in the West and try to make such a garden for
myself. That was in 1952 - I had better get a move
on!!

This article appeared In the May 1990 Newslet-
ter of FSRS. Chrie has agreed to bring us up
to date - hie next article will appear in the

November Yak

e
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~' Rhododendrons and 1 Part 2

Chris Ballyn
It was almost twenty years after that beautiful
summer at Royal Roads when an opportunity to
finally move here ( to BC) unexpectedly arose. |
had come to expect that my career would prob-
ably keep me in Ontario, and so | had filed away
all thoughts of the wonderful gardens and plants |
had seen here under “ Fond Memories Only”.
But suddenly the chance was there, and | seized
it

My first months were busy and agreeably chal-
lenging, but there was also time to squeeze in
some house hunting. One day | was on my way
to North Vancouver to meet yet another real
estate agent and view yet another property,
when | happened to pass the inconspicuous little
“ House for Sale” sign of a private vendor. The
house was a very early Fred Hollingsworth
design - more strongly influenced by his time
studying with Frank Lloyd Wright than any others
of his | have seen. | really liked the layout, and
since the property had been rented for years,
house and garden were in need of “TLC” and so
“ the price was right “. [ agreed to buy it the
evening of that same day, and took possession
two weeks later.

My new home had many interesting features, it
was perhaps most remarkable for being possibly
the only home in North Vancouver without a
single rhododendron in its garden. That first
summer and fall had to be devoted to pressing
work Inside and little thought was given to the
outside. It was pretty early next year when that
changed.

| had met a coupie who were about to remodel
their home in South Kerrisdale. They had decided
that the large rhododendron in front of their
kitchen window would have to go - it blocked the
light and the view to the street. My distress at
their intention to simply chop it down prompted a
bemused chuckle at my “typically eastern” reac-
tion to such an idea and then, an offer to give it
to me if | would only take it away. Of course |
accepted; no matter that they couldn’t tell me its
variety - or even its colour. It was a rhododen-
dron !

Having no hands-on experience in the matter of e
removal of large shrubs, | assumed that moving
an eight foot high plant of this type would be a
logistical problem at least, and probably quite
risky. | arranged to have a truck with a fifty-four
inch diameter tree spade on its back meet me at
home the following Saturday morning to dig the
large, conical hole into which the rhododendron
would later be planted. The truck then left for
South Vancouver, carrying this large plug of soil
from my garden to be deposited on the lawn
near the plant to be removed. The big apparatus
was then positioned to encircle the rhododen-
dron, and the four big spades were successively
driven deep into the soil. The tension was
dramatically increased by the owners choosing
this moment to wonder aloud if the water main
did not, in fact, run into the house at this very
spot. However, to the relief of everyone, there
was no geyser as the rhododendron and its
great cone of soil was lifted into the air. When |
looked into the hole, | was amazed to see not a
single severed root. | expected (feared) there
would have been many. Nothing !! The entire
root system was in the cone of earth. | could
not believe that such a big plant could have such
compact roots. The rest of the operation went
smoothly as well, but | am sure there were a lot
of chuckles from people at the sight of this piece
of heavy landscaping equipment (meant for the
transplanting of falrly mature trees) lumbering by
carrying only a shrub. My new acquisition
plugged neatly into its prepared hole, and looked
as though it had always grown there. | returned
to Angus Drive to fill up the hole there, and to
plant something else to say “ Thank You “ before
eagerly returning home.

Spring was around the corner.

I was at last on the West Coast.

| was in the garden of my first house.
1 finally had my first rhododendron.

| was in Heaven.

That was 1973

]
TheVak
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November 2000
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From the Garden

R. Fantastic

R. Festivo R. Gl endoickbdés Vel vet
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R. Measles

R. Silverwells R. Saffron Silk
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From Your Garden s

Cérolyn Feldihger
R. Cloudburst R. Cosmopolitan
(first time blooming)

Carolyn Feldinger

R. Everred R . Unknowno
(beautiful rich red indumentun))

- ________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Evelyn Jensen Evelyn Jensen
R. Lutescens R. Obicular

RAUnknowno R. AUnknowno
(first time blooming) (this rhododendron is around 40 years old)

- ________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Nancy Moore
R. Hotei R. Alice Johnstone

Nancy Moore

Nancy Moore

R. Lems Cameo R. Paprika Spiced

Nancy Moore

Nancy Moore

Pleione R. Ramapo
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] Nancy Moore

Margaret Cadwaladr

Margaret Cadwaladr

Clematis Montana Magnolia Soulangeana
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Ginny & Harold Fearing

Erythronium revolutum

-

1

Ginny & Harold Fearing

R. cinnabarinum

Ginny & Harold Fearing

R. diaprepes fiGargantuao seedRingerasinum 6Cherry

Ginny & Harold Fearing

R. nudipes

"
Ginny & Harold Fearing

R. anwheiense

Ginny & Harold Fearing
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Ginny & Harold Fearing Ginny & Harold Fearing

6Caeharyos

Ginny & Harold Fearing Ginny & Harold Fearing

R. huanum Magnolia wilsonii

- ________________________________________________________________________________________|
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Gerald Nemanishen Gerald Nemanishen

Princess Abkhazi tree peony Renkaku tree peony

Gerald Nemanishen

R. President Roosevelt

Gerald Nemanién

Grald Nmnisﬁ*en

R. AMal ahat R. Red Walloper hedge
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Colleen Bojczuk Colleen Bojczuk

R. fortunei white form R. oreotrephes

5. i

o4

Colleen Bojczuk Colleen Bojczuk

R. augustinii Playfair R. Lems Cameo

Colleen Bojczuk Colleen Bojczuk

R. fortunei R. Midnight

- ________________________________________________________________________________________|
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