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R. hodgsonii

Fraser South Rhododendron Society Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the third
is a chapter of the Wednesday of each month (except June,

American Rhododendron Society July, August) at:

Langley Mennonite Fellowship Church
http://frasersouthrhodos.ca 20987 iom Ave. P

. Langley, B.C.
Map : https://goo.gl/maps/ZB1m1jnFODP2

- ________________________________________________________________________________________|
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http://frasersouthrhodos.ca/
https://goo.gl/maps/ZB1m1jnF9DP2

Cover: R. hodgsonii

Flower/Truss Description: 15-25 flowered, compact.
Corolla tubular-campanulate, lobes 7-8, 3-4 cm long, pink
through purple to deep cherry-red, with or without a
blotch; calyx 1-3 mm, tomentose; ovary tomentose.

Fragrant. No
Bloom Time: March - May

Foliage Description: Leaves leathery, 18-38 x 7-14 cm,
obovate to oblanceolate to elliptic, retains 2-3 years;
upper surface dark green, usually with a thin
indumentum, creating an apparent metallic bloom, lower
surfaces with a bistrate, dense, silvery to cinnamon
indumentum, the lower layer compacted, the upper layer
composed of broadly cup-shaped hairs; petiole with a
thin, floccose, greyish indumentum.

Plant Habit: Height 3-12m, rounded erect with age.
Branchlets stout, tomentose; bark creamy to cinnamon,

smooth, peeling. Buds conical with long tailed bud scales.

Distribution: Nepal to W. Arunachal Pradesh and
neighboring S. Tibet. 2,900-4,300m (9,500-14,000 ft),
ridges, valleys, dominant or in conifer forest.

Introduced: 1850->, some plants are still in cultivation
from that date, reintroduced 1961.

Very closely related to R. sutchuenense but tends to be
more compact and the flowers are paler.

Source: The Encyclopedia of Rhododendron Species by Peter A. Cox &
Kenneth N.E. Cox

Cancellations

Meetings

All Fraser South Rhododendron Society
meetings and activities are cancelled until
further notice.

More Cancellations

The Vancouver Rhododendron Society special
meeting on April 16™ with Lionel de Rothschild is
cancelled.

The member open gardens scheduled at Fearing's
Farm Rhododendrons on April 26 and Wingswept
Garden (John and Gael Dodd) on May 17 are
cancelled

Upcoming Conferences

ARS 2020 Spring Conference
- Rescheduled to April 27 — May 1 2022

ARS 2021 Spring Conference
- ARS Annual Convention, June 3 - 6,
2021, Annapolis Valley, Nova Scotia, Canada.

Trillivuw
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2020 OFFICERS

President:
Past Pres:
Vice Pres:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Directors:

Programme:
Membership:
Newsletter:
Librarian:
Website:
Hospitality:

Colleen Bojczuk
Evelyn Jensen
Jim Worden
Barbara Mathias
Harold Fearing
Caroline Feldinger
Gerry Nemanishen
Vacant
Jim Worden
Vacant
Maureen Worden
Gerald Nemanishen
Maureen Worden
Jim & Margaret
Cadwaladr

BCCGC Liaison: Vacant

Reminders

604-826-4221
604-857-5663
604-541-4754
778-580-6404
604-857-4136
250-614-6626
604-826-0166

604-541-4754

604-541-4754

604-826-0166

604-541-4754

604-427-1685

Our raffles help finance chapter activities.
Please bring your contributions, extra plants,
garden items, etc.

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Feel free to suggest program topics and/or
speakers to any member of the executive.

kkkkkkkhkkkkkkkhkhkkkkkkkhkhkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkhkk

Submit articles, photos, or suggestions for the
newsletter or else you will be stuck with the editors

choices.

kkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkhkhkhkkhkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkhkkkhkhkkkkkkkx

Speaker reviews are always welcome!

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkhkkkkkkkhkhkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkhkhkkkkkkkhkk

Members are welcome to send their own “In the
Garden” photos to the editor for inclusion in the YAK.

The YAK Truss Show

With the cancellation of our annual truss show in
May, I'm asking all members of the group to
participate in the first (and hopefully only) YAK
Truss Show.

This is not a competition (i.e. no category
classifications, no judging and therefore no prizes)
but a chance to share some of the blooms and
colors of your garden with all of our members
during this time of “social distancing”.

Use your phone, IPad, tablet, or camera to take a
picture or two of your favourite blooms and send
them to me. They can be rhododendrons, azaleas,
magnolias, or companion plantings. The “trusses”
do not have to be in the traditional “beer bottle” but
rather shown in their natural environment.

Please include the name of your “truss” or simply
indicate it as an “unknown” if you don’t know the
proper name (of course because the name tag
disappeared!).

| will (to the best of my ability) include all submitted
photographs in the May YAK. Submit one or
submit many — although if you submit many and
publication space becomes tight, the YAK editor
reserves the right to select her favourites from
your many. (That’s the only fine print for this
show).

Let’'s make the May edition bright by showing off
the wonderful blossoms that you are or will be
enjoying over the next few weeks.

Oh ... The deadline for pictures is May 9™.

Contact me is you have any questions.
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The Magnolia Race Winners

As mentioned in “From The Editor “in last month’s YAK, the sequence of magnolia blooming is never a
given. While a number of our magnolias have yet to bloom, | can announce the winners for this year:

First Place - Fric Savill

Second Place - Royal Crown

Third Place - Anna
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From the Editor

After a few days of seeing a myriad of “spring” weather that included rain, snow, sleet, and hail, Mother Nature has
been more than making up for it with the glorious days we’ve recently had.

The work crew (four legged) and | have “bitten the bullet” as they say and have commenced with the final pruning
chores and the dreaded “weeding” activities. Only a few hardy fushias and a couple of hibscus bushes left to prune.
I must admit that this has been perfect weather for weeding and we are making great progress on the grass, the
buttercup and other unidentified growings that seem to root in the rhododendron and perennial beds.

The tete a tete daffodils are fading but the large ones are providing replacement color and the tulips, while not out yet,
will be along shortly. | can’t believe this but I'm actually going to have to start watering the potted plants on the patio
seeing we haven’t had any rain lately! The last few days have shown a “green wash” to the hawthorne tree and other
trees in the backyard and the buds on the fruit trees are staring to open. Our mason bees from last year are out in their
house waiting to emerge and the new tubes are ready and waiting for next years “crop”.

Everytime | walk or work around the yard I'm seeing signs of spring. The trillium (which | love), the hostas and astibles
poking their way through the dirt and the early plantings of peas, bok choy, spinach, and potatoes in the garden
provide a feeling that all is right, if not in the world, at least in my small piece of it. 'm very grateful these days to have
the space to wander, weed, and occassionally just sit and in the absence of the normal cacophony of the day to day
hustle and bustle, all | hear is a symphony of bird song from the varied species that live / visit our backyard.

It was only a couple of days after the release of the
March YAK that the male Rufous hummingbirds
reappeared and joined the Annas at my feeders and
then a few days later the females showed up. Filling up
the feeders is now a daily task and will continue until
more of the nectar producing flowers bloom. | have a
flowering currant (“King Edward”) in the yard which the
experts say the hummingbirds love, but | have yet to see
a hummingbird at that bush.

My apologies for the delayed press date of this month’s
YAK. With no meetings scheduled there was no tight
deadline and to be quite honest I've been enjoying my
time outside so much lately that any deadline slipped my
mind. | hope everyone is well and enjoying the great
weather and your gardens.

Please remember to participate in the first (and hopefully last) YAK Truss Show — deadline for photos is May 9™.

Mawreen Worden

April 2020 Long Range Weather Forecast for Southern British Columbia(Source: Farmer's Almanac 2020)

Dates ‘Weather Conditions

Apr 1-7 Sunny, cool

Rainy periods, mild

Apr 8-21

Apr 22-25 Sunny, cool

Apr 26-30 Showers, cool

April temperature 8°C (avg.)

precipitation gomm (10mm above avg. east, 3omm below west)

|
The Yak April 2020 Page 5



From the Archives

The following articles originally appeared in the Fraser
South Newsletter, May 1991 and March 1999 by Mike Trembath

IN PRAISE OF OLDER RHODIES
(by Mike Trembath, V/P)

MY FRAME OF MIND TODAY (APRIL 21) IS MUCH HAPPIER THAN IT WAS
TWO WEEKS AGO... THERE ARE BLOOMS BLOOMING, THE SUN IS SHINING, AND
MY FINGER NAILS ARE SUITABLY DIRTY. A FEW WEEKS AGO, EVERY WALK
AROUND THE GARDEN PRODUCED MOANS AND WHIMPERS OF DISTRESS AS | SAW
YET ANOTHER PLANT, PREVIOUSLY THOUGHT TO HAVE SAFELY .WINTERED,
SHOWING MAJOR DAMAGE. SOME WERE EXPECTED - LODER'S WHITE NEVER
NEEDS MUCH REASON TO UNDRESS - BUT | DIDN'T EXPECT CAMPYLOGYNUM TO
LOOK HALF DEAD, OR MOUPINENSE TO NOW APPEAR MORIBUND. NOT
SURPRISINGLY FIREMAN JEFF HAS SHED NOT ONLY HIS PROTECTIVE GEAR OF
HELMET AND OILSKINS BUT CLEAR DOWN TO HIS UNDIES, AND | FEAR WILL
NEVER RECOVER. FABIA | THOUGHT HAD SURVIVED WITH ONLY SOME LEAF
DISCOLOURATION, BUT IS NOW STRIPPING HERSELF. | HAVE (HAD?) A
DELIGHTFUL LITTLE SOULEI CROSS THAT CAME FROM FRANCISCA DARTS,
LOVED BY ME FOR 1TS CLEAN UNCLUTTERED WHITE BELLS - ITS FOLIAGE
ALWAYS SUFFERED A BIT IN THE WINTER - BUT THIS YEAR THE LOVELY
LITTLE FLOWERS ARE PERCHED ON THE END OF SERE, BARE BRANCHES - A
SAD SIGHT THO' A BIT RIDICULOUS.

OUT OF THE MIDST OF A HAPPY GREEN CUNNINGHAM'S WHITE THERE 1S
THE SKELETON OF HECLA NOTHING LEFT NOW BUT BARE BRANCHES THOUGH AT
FIRST THE CONTRAST OF FLAT BRIGHT RUST-COLOURED LEAVES WITH THE
LUSH GREEN OF THE CUNNINGHAM'S WHITE WAS MOST INTERESTING (BY THE
TIME | GOT AROUND TO TRYING A PHOTO - HECLA'S LEAVES HAD DROPPED).
ON THE OTHER SIDE OF C.W. IS A RAINBOW - SURPRISINGLY HEALTHY. AS
IS APPARENT | HAVE USED C.W. AS PROTECTION FOR LESS ROBUST PLANTS.

SO LET'S HEAR IT FOR THE OLD STANDBYS - THEY WILL BE THE
MAINSTAY OF MY BLOOM THIS YEAR. THE EARL OF ATHLONE AND HIS
COUNTESS, THE VARIOUS LADIES - CLEMENTINE MITTFORD, ANNETTE DE
TRAFFORD, EVEN LADY BESSBOROUGH (THO' SHE SHOWS AN UNLADYLIKE
SUNBURN ON ONE SIDE). THE MRS.'S - A.T. DE LA MARE AND HER CLEAN
FOLIAGE, G.W. LEAK AND HER SPOTTY LEAVES, JOHN CLUTTON AND TOM
LOWINSKY, AND EVEN CHARLES PEARSON; THE GOLDSWORTH'S - PINK ALREADY
OPENING CANDELABRAS, YELLOW SWELLING SUITABLY, AND EVEN ORANGE THO'
ITS DICHROANTHUM BLOOD SHOWS IN DARKENED FOL{AGE. THE NAOMIS,
BLESS THEM, LOOK AS CLEAN AS EVER, AND ONE MUSTN'T FORGET BLUE
PETER, VULCAN, BEAUTY OF LITTLEWORTH AND EVEN THE LODERI'S, AND
THO' IT HURTS TO ADMIT IT, COSMOPOLITAN AND NOVA ZEMBLA (| GUESS
I'M GLAD TO HAVE THEM AFTER ALL!).

A
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Wherever did this pernicious belief arise ?
- that rhodies require hands on picking, pinching
and constant ‘shaping’ || - Well keep your
blankety-blank pinching fingers off MY rhodies.

" To be reasonable ( after all, some of my best
friends are commercial growers ) | concede that
the nursery trade seems to expect to have
bushy, budded little dears in 2 gal pots - to sell
to the uninitiated, and uninformed public in large
quantities. But we rhodoholics should know
better, surely. After all, not every person has a
‘perfect’ shape or form - and | say "Vive la
differance.”

I wonder - when | read of landscape or garden
designers who dislike using many rhodies in
their desighs - _complaining that they form
heavy, dull uninteresting blobs of green when
not in bloom - if this isn’t the result of the
"pinch it" syndrotme.

Far from making a stronger plant. it is my
feeling that plants forced to branch at a very
early stage in their life, produce a skeletally
weaker shrub. Breaking out the young plants
sends growth shoots flying out from the start-
ing stem at a wide angle - and leaves the plant
wide open to being split down the main stem if
subjected to heavy show, ( or an inadvertent
foot).

Figure 1

No doubt, if pinching is religeously continued,
the plant can be forced to send some twigs

back toward its centre, but often these "well
branched" offerings from the nursery - in a few
years - wind up like a tonsure - an outlying
fringe (of leaves and blossoms), and a bald
centre - not a pleasant sight, and very prone to
damage.

if, on the other hand, you stay those itchy

fingers, and allow the plant to develop a spine, it
will indeed branch on its own, certainly as soon
as it blooms if not before, and these branches
appear to me to be at a narrower angle to the
stem, and so are more resistant to heavy
pressure from above - such as a heavy rain, or
show load.

Figure 2

| like to see differences in my garden -
from those lovely mounds of "willie" and "yak"
hybrids, to the stately tree-like growth that *Sir
Charles Lemon’ should have, to the almost
uncontrollable whippy sprawl of 'Sappho’, and
some of the older R. greirsonianum hybrids.

| feel strongly enough about the hybrids -
but | am adament about the species - they
really should be left alone to develop their own
unique form.

If zll of you afficiandos agreed with me, |
would say that we need to educate the garden-
ing public . Since some of you are avid pinchers
yourselves, | can only try to convince my own
small circle !

(There. | feel better! Ed.)
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From the Garden

R. Avalanche v Howry Carter R. Mawry Fleming
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Ted and Mary Greig Rhododendron Garden

The “50 rhododendrons of interest” in the Ted and Mary Greig Rhododendron garden in Stanley Park”
continues. (Source: City of Vancouver)

28 Rhododendron ‘May Day' 32 Rhododendron ‘Naomi Hope'

ate full exposure to sun in me

31 Rhododendron 'Mrs. Furnival'
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To help combat one of the recent shortages many people have been facing, Chuck and Gail Floyd submitted
the following “how to” for rooting toilet paper.

|
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