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            R. hodgsonii 
 

Fraser South Rhododendron Society 
 is a chapter of  the  

   American Rhododendron Society 
 

http://frasersouthrhodos.ca 
 
Map :  https://goo.gl/maps/ZB1m1jnF9DP2 

Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the third  
Wednesday of each month (except June, 
July, August) at: 
 
Langley Mennonite Fellowship Church 
20997 40th Ave. 
Langley, B.C. 

 

http://frasersouthrhodos.ca/
https://goo.gl/maps/ZB1m1jnF9DP2
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 The Honourable Jean Marie de Montague 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cancellations 
 

Meetings 
 

All Fraser South Rhododendron Society 
meetings and activities are cancelled until 

further notice. 
 
 

More Cancellations 
 
The Vancouver Rhododendron Society special 
meeting on April 16th with Lionel de Rothschild is 
cancelled. 
 
The member open gardens scheduled at Fearing's 
Farm Rhododendrons on April 26 and Wingswept 
Garden (John and Gael Dodd) on May 17 are 
cancelled 

 

 

Upcoming Conferences  
   

  ARS 2020 Spring Conference  
  - Rescheduled to April 27 – May 1 2022 
 
 ARS 2021 Spring Conference  

- ARS Annual Convention, June 3 - 6, 

2021, Annapolis Valley, Nova Scotia, Canada. 
                          
                      
       
                                                                                                     

 

Trillium 

Cover: R. hodgsonii 
 

 
    
 
Flower/Truss Description:  15-25 flowered, compact. 
Corolla tubular-campanulate, lobes 7-8, 3-4 cm long, pink 
through purple to deep cherry-red, with or without a 
blotch; calyx 1-3 mm, tomentose; ovary tomentose. 
 
Fragrant:  No  
 
Bloom Time:  March - May 
 
Foliage Description:  Leaves leathery, 18-38 x 7-14 cm, 
obovate to oblanceolate to elliptic, retains 2-3 years; 
upper surface dark green, usually with a thin 
indumentum, creating an apparent metallic bloom, lower 
surfaces with a bistrate, dense, silvery to cinnamon 
indumentum, the lower layer compacted, the upper layer 
composed of broadly cup-shaped hairs; petiole with a 
thin, floccose, greyish indumentum. 
  
Plant Habit:  Height 3-12m, rounded erect with age. 
Branchlets stout, tomentose; bark creamy to cinnamon, 
smooth, peeling. Buds conical with long tailed bud scales. 
 
Distribution:  Nepal to W. Arunachal Pradesh and 
neighboring S. Tibet. 2,900-4,300m (9,500-14,000 ft), 
ridges, valleys, dominant or in conifer forest. 
 
Introduced: 1850->, some plants are still in cultivation 
from that date, reintroduced 1961. 
 
Very closely related to R. sutchuenense but tends to be 
more compact and the flowers are paler. 
 
Source: The Encyclopedia of Rhododendron Species by Peter A. Cox & 
Kenneth N.E. Cox 
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2 0 2 0  O F F I C E R S  

President:  Colleen Bojczuk     604-826-4221 

Past Pres:  Evelyn Jensen      604-857-5663 

Vice Pres:  Jim Worden      604-541-4754 

Secretary:  Barbara Mathias      778-580-6404 

Treasurer:  Harold Fearing     604-857-4136 

Directors:  Caroline Feldinger     250-614-6626 

      Gerry Nemanishen     604-826-0166 

     Vacant 

Programme:  Jim Worden      604-541-4754 

Membership: Vacant  

Newsletter:  Maureen Worden     604-541-4754 

Librarian:  Gerald Nemanishen       604-826-0166 

Website:  Maureen Worden     604-541-4754 

Hospitality:  Jim & Margaret 

   Cadwaladr     604-427-1685 

BCCGC Liaison: Vacant 

 

The YAK Truss Show 
 

With the cancellation of our annual truss show in 

May, I’m asking all members of the group to 

participate in the first (and hopefully only) YAK 

Truss Show. 

This is not a competition (i.e. no category 

classifications, no judging and therefore no prizes) 

but a chance to share some of the blooms and 

colors of your garden with all of our members 

during this time of “social distancing”. 

Use your phone, IPad, tablet, or camera to take a 

picture or two of your favourite blooms and send 

them to me. They can be rhododendrons, azaleas, 

magnolias, or companion plantings. The “trusses” 

do not have to be in the traditional “beer bottle” but 

rather shown in their natural environment. 

Please include the name of your “truss” or simply 

indicate it as an “unknown” if you don’t know the 

proper name (of course because the name tag 

disappeared!).  

I will (to the best of my ability) include all submitted 

photographs in the May YAK. Submit one or 

submit many – although if you submit many and 

publication space becomes tight, the YAK editor 

reserves the right to select her favourites from 

your many. (That’s the only fine print for this 

show). 

Let’s make the May edition bright by showing off 

the wonderful blossoms that you are or will be 

enjoying over the next few weeks. 

Oh …. The deadline for pictures is May 9
th
. 

Contact me is you have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminders 
 
Our raffles help finance chapter activities. 
Please bring your contributions, extra plants, 
garden items, etc. 
 
************************************************ 
Feel free to suggest program topics and/or 

speakers to any member of the executive.  

 
************************************************ 

Submit articles, photos, or suggestions for the 

newsletter or else you will be stuck with the editors 

choices.  

************************************************ 
Speaker reviews are always welcome! 
 
************************************************ 
Members are welcome to send their own “In the 
Garden” photos to the editor for inclusion in the YAK.  
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The Magnolia Race Winners 
 
As mentioned in “From The Editor “in last month’s YAK, the sequence of magnolia blooming is never a 
given. While a number of our magnolias have yet to bloom, I can announce the winners for this year: 
 

 
    
 
 

First Place – Eric Savill 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Second Place - Royal Crown 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Third Place - Anna 
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From the Editor 
 
After a few days of seeing a myriad of “spring” weather that included rain, snow, sleet, and hail, Mother Nature has 
been more than making up for it with the glorious days we’ve recently had.  
 
The work crew (four legged) and I have “bitten the bullet” as they say and have commenced with the final pruning 
chores and the dreaded “weeding” activities. Only a few hardy fushias and a couple of hibscus bushes left to prune. 
I must admit that this has been perfect weather for weeding and we are making great progress on the grass, the 
buttercup and other unidentified growings that seem to root in the rhododendron and perennial beds. 
 
The tete a tete daffodils are fading but the large ones are providing replacement color and the tulips, while not out yet, 
will be along shortly. I can’t believe this but I’m actually going to have to start watering the potted plants on the patio 
seeing we haven’t had any rain lately! The last few days have shown a “green wash” to the hawthorne tree and other 
trees in the backyard and the buds on the fruit trees are staring to open. Our mason bees from last year are out in their 
house waiting to emerge and the new tubes are ready and waiting for next years “crop”.    
           
Everytime I walk or work around the yard I’m seeing signs of spring. The trillium (which I love), the hostas and astibles 
poking their way through the dirt and the early plantings of peas, bok choy, spinach, and potatoes in the garden 
provide a feeling that all is right, if not in the world, at least in my small piece of it. I’m very grateful these days to have 
the space to wander, weed, and occassionally just sit and in the absence of the normal cacophony of the day to day 
hustle and bustle, all I hear is a symphony of bird song from the varied species that live / visit our backyard. 

 
It was only a couple of days after the release of the 
March YAK that the male Rufous hummingbirds 
reappeared and joined the Annas at my feeders and 
then a few days later the females showed up. Filling up 
the feeders is now a daily task and will continue until 
more of the nectar producing flowers bloom. I have a 
flowering currant (“King Edward”) in the yard which the 
experts say the hummingbirds love, but I have yet to see 
a hummingbird at that bush.  
 
My apologies for the delayed press date of this month’s 
YAK. With no meetings scheduled there was no tight 
deadline and to be quite honest I’ve been enjoying my 
time outside so much lately that any deadline slipped my 
mind.  I hope everyone is well and enjoying the great 
weather and your gardens. 

 
Please remember to participate in the first (and hopefully last) YAK Truss Show – deadline for photos is May 9

th
. 

 

Maureen  Worden 

 

 

April 2020 Long Range Weather Forecast for Southern British Columbia(Source: Farmer’s Almanac 2020) 

Dates Weather Conditions 
Apr 1-7 Sunny, cool 

Apr 8-21 
Rainy periods, mild 

 
Apr 22-25 Sunny, cool 
Apr 26-30 Showers, cool 

April temperature 8°C (avg.) 
precipitation 90mm (10mm above avg. east, 30mm below west) 
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From the Archives       
 

The following articles originally appeared in the Fraser  
South Newsletter, May 1991 and March 1999 by Mike Trembath 
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From the Garden   
 

      R. calophytum 

  

R. Avalanche  x  Harry Carter         R. Mary Fleming 
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  R.  Pintail        R. Lucy Lou 

 

 
 

R. morii 
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Ted and Mary Greig Rhododendron Garden 
 
The “50 rhododendrons of interest” in the Ted and Mary Greig Rhododendron garden in Stanley Park” 
continues. (Source: City of Vancouver) 
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To help combat one of the recent shortages many people have been facing, Chuck and Gail Floyd submitted 

the following “how to” for rooting toilet paper.   

 
 
 
 

 


