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September 2019

R. September Song

Fraser South Rhododendron Society
is a chapter of the
American Rhododendron Society

Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the third
Wednesday of each month (excerpt June,
July, August) at:

http://frasersouthrhodos.ca

Langley Mennonite Fellowship Church
20997 40th Ave.
Langley, B.C.

Map : https://goo.gl/maps/ZB1m1jnF9DP2
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This Month

Cover : R. September Song
Elepidoterhododren. Dido Group X Fawn
Hybridised by: C.H. Phetteplace
Grown to first flower by: H.E. Greer
Named by: H.E. Greer
Introduced by: H.E. Greer 1988
Registered by: ARS Willanetter Chapter Study Group 1998
Flowers 11/domed truss, between open campanulate and
funnel-companulate, 55-65 x 80mm, with 5 wavy-eded
lobes, moderate red in bud, opening brilliant orange-yellow
in centre and at base, withy deep pink margins inside and
out; light dorsal speckling of vivid reddish orange.

Speaker: Barb Mathias – Cycling in
China
Barb Mathias will present a slideshow
and talk on her 3 week February cycle
tour in SW China. She will present
the experiences and scenery found
there despite the stressful Huawei
extradition issue; the food, the
agriculture and the culture, rarely
seen by those outside China.

Leaves slightly obulate, 70-110 x 30-50 mm, margins
slightly downcurved, broadly acute at apex, cuneate at
base, semi glossy and dark green above, hairless.

Date: Wednesday, Sept.18, 2019 at
7:30pm

Shrub 1.2 x 1.4m in 10 years.

Kitchen Duties: Barb Innis &
Chuck Floyd

Mid May bloom and occasionally in autumn.
Source: The International Rhododendron Register and Checklist, Second
Edition

Plant Sales: Harold Fearing
.

Announcements
Membership Dues
It’s that time once again to renew your
membership for the upcoming 2020 year.
The membership form is included on the
last page of this month’s newsletter.
Please complete the form and return it
(with your dues of course!) to Ginny
Fearing at a meeting or send it to her
address on the form.
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From the President

2018 OFFICERS
President:

Colleen Bojczuk

604-826-4221

Past Pres:

Evelyn Jensen

604-857-5663

Vice Pres:

Jim Worden

604-541-4754

Secretary:

Barbara Mathias

778-580-6404

Treasurer:

Harold Fearing

604-857-4136

Directors:

Caroline Feldinger

250-614-6626

Gerry Nemanishen

604-826-0166

Shawn O’Neill

604-583-1817

Jim Worden

604-541-4754

Programme:

Membership: Ginny Fearing

604-857-4136

Newsletter:

Maureen Worden

604-541-4754

Librarian:

Gerald Nemanishen

604-826-0166

Website:

Maureen Worden

604-541-4754

Hospitality:

Gail Floyd

604-541-2884

Lois Williams

604-535-0543

BCCGC Liaison: Vacant

Reminders
Our raffles help finance chapter activities.
Please bring your contributions, extra plants,
garden items, etc.
************************************************
Feel free to suggest program topics and/or
speakers to any member of the executive.
************************************************
Submit articles, photos, or suggestions for the
newsletter or else you will be stuck with the editors
choices.
************************************************
Speaker reviews are always welcome!
************************************************
Members are welcome to send their own “In the
Garden” photos to the editor for inclusion in the YAK.

I hope everyone has enjoyed our near perfect
summer – the few showers freshened things
up nicely, and no fierce heat waves of water
shortages. I did have a few casualties due to
momentary watering lapses - namely my
potted Acer palmatum Shirazz – one day it
was just brown, and soon defoliated, but after
a trip to the shade and watchful watering, is
now fully re-leafed and resplendent in its
pinkness! I gave her a sincere apology for
the abuse and a promise not to repeat.
Our rock wall has been repaired, the huge old
cedar hedge removed, and a new fence built,
complete with concrete strip poured between
the posts to eliminate weed-eating under it,
and the new grass is sprouting cheerfully .
Dennis’ strength is steadily improving, but his
buddies stepped in big style to help do it all.
The Rhodos are budding up well in the front
yard, and even the ones in the construction
zone have survive ok despite the dust and
much trafficking of hedge, lumber and
wheelbarrows through them. I imagine the
soil is well compacted and will need some
careful loosening and re-mulching. I’ll also
need to re-think my shade garden – without
that big hedge, I have less for my Hosta/Fern
collection –managed to pick up 6 more at
Erikson’s in July – shame on me!
A further thank you to Ann and Randy for
allowing us to have the June picnic at their
home. Maureen’s photos in the Yak couldn’t
do justice to the beautiful tranquility of the
ravine garden, nor the fabulous fragrance of
the huge Portuguese laurel in full bloom. The
smallish crowd enjoyed delicious food, and
the auction offered some excellent items.
Sorry that some had to miss out. We now
look forward to good autumn weather and
bountiful garden harvests – members may like
to share their extras for the raffle table.
Respectfully, Colleen B.
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Upcoming events
Fraser South Rhododendron Society
Wednesday September 18, 2019 7:30 pm

Barb Mathias will present a slideshow and talk on
her 3 week February cycle tour in SW China.

Vancouver Rhododendron Society
Thursday, September 19, 2019
7:30 pm VanDusen Gardens

Dennis Bottemiller ex-RSF, speaking on
rhododendron propagation

Fraser South Rhododendron Society
Wednesday October 16, 2019 7:30 pm

Newly released book A Secret Garden: the Story of
Darts Hill Garden Park will be the subject of a talk
by author Margaret Cadwaladr. See website for
more details.
TBA

Vancouver Rhododendron Society
Thursday, October 17, 2019
7:30 pm VanDusen Gardens
Fraser South Rhododendron Society
Wednesday November 20, 2019 7:30 pm

TBA

Fraser South Rhododendron Society
Wednesday December 11, 2019 Time: TBA

Annual Christmas Potluck Supper

Upcoming Conferences
Fall ARS 2019 Conference
The ARS 2019 Fall Conference “Rhododendrons By the Seaside” is being hosted by the Mount Arrowsmith
Rhododendron Society (MARS) September 27th – 29th in Parksville.
The conference features twelve distinguished speakers whose overall theme is ‘Rhododendrons as the
World Warms’. Three bus tour options are included, along with a bulbs workshop and sale, two propagation
workshops, plant sale, photo exhibition, and silent auction. There is still time to register for this conference.
Our own Nancy Moore will be speaking on Sunday morning! More details can be found at:
http://marsrhodos.ca/ars2019/

ARS 2020 Spring Conference
ARS 75th Anniversary Convention, Apr. 29 - May 3, 2020, Portland, Oregon.

ARS 2021 Spring Conference
ARS Annual Convention, June 3 - 6, 2021, Annapolis Valley, Nova Scotia, Canada.
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From the Editor
Welcome back! I’m having a hard time coming to grips with the fact that we are once again in September.
The summers always seem to go by so quickly. The weather has contributed to prolific gardening results in
some areas and not so much in other areas. Our vegetable garden has done really well this year. We’ve
worked our way through a lot of produce and the fall harvest crops are coming in nicely. A great success
this year is the tomatoes. We always have great cherry tomatoes (for our Burst Cherry Tomato Pasta
Sauce) but the large ones are usually waiting to ripen at this time of the year …. But this year we have been
harvesting them since early August and they continue to come. I have pulled out all my recipes that require
tomatoes and even found one for garden fresh tomato soup, it was great. Sadly the fruit tree production
this year is not what I expected given the good weather in the spring and all the bees that were out doing
what they do. Some apple trees have produced, others have nothing. And my pear trees that blossomed in
sunny weather and were covered with bees … nothing. I can only put it down to the rain that shortly
followed their pollination efforts OR after a few years of pearmagdedon, the trees decided to take a year off.
Unfortunately, the morning glory also had a prolific year in parts of our garden. After my ‘trip’ in the spring, I
was unable to tackle this invasive ‘flower’ and by the time I returned to gardening activities it had taken hold
in a few areas. Also prolific this year has been the wasps and hornets. My trap works well but an encounter
with one of them also pushed back gardening activities this summer. Oh well there is always next year!
Unlike last year that had us experiencing a bee swarm,, owl sightings etc.(September 2018 YAK) the ‘hood’
has been exceedingly quiet this summer. ‘From the Archives’ this month features an excellent article on
rhododendron re-blooming this time of year. ‘In the Garden’ had no rhododendron re-bloomers to snap so
instead shows seed production currently on display as well as some plantings still going strong.
Your program chair, with help from the executive, is working hard to identify speakers for our meetings. In
order to go further afield for speakers (i.e. Vancouver Island or Washington) it would require a group
member to host the speaker. If you have topics or speakers you’d like to hear, please let the chair know.
AND if you would be willing to host an out of Lower Mainland speaker, also let the program chair know.
To start the meeting season, we have two of our own – Barb Mathias this month and Margaret Cadwaladr
in October. We hope to see you at the meetings to enjoy what I know will be excellent and informative
presentations. As always, bring along a friend to enjoy the evening or pass the meeting information onto
someone that might like to join us!
Maureen

A friend rescued this young hummingbird that
had flown into the house.
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From the Archives
The following article originally appeared in the Fraser
South Newsletter, September 2012 by Brenda Macdonald
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From the Garden

Magnoia ‘sieboldii’

Magnolia ‘unknown’

Acer palmatum ‘Osakazuki’

Stewartia pseudocamellia

Lilium Formosa

Acer palmatum ‘Shojo’
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Hawthorn

Salvia greggii ‘Fire dancer’

Molineux

Princess Alexandra of Kent

Lady of Shalot

Lady Emma Hamilton
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Rhododendrons of Sikkim-Himalaya
Rhododendrons of Sikkim-Himalaya based on the explorations by Joseph Dalton Hooker and his findings
published in 1849.
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Fraser South Rhododendron Society
frasersouthrhodos.ca

2020 Membership Form
Date_______________________

Membership: [An individual or two people residing at the same address]
______ Full Member: (Includes ARS membership & quarterly ARS Journal)

$55

______

______ Associate: (Member of __________________________ARS Chapter)

$15

______

______ FSRS Chapter member (ARS membership & journal NOT included)

$25

______

All personal information collected here is for FSRS or ARS use only. Your contact information will be
included in the FSRS membership directory, distributed to FSRS members, unless you indicate here that all or
part should be kept confidential.
______________________________________________________________________________
Last Name

___________________________________First Name ______________________

Last Name

___________________________________First Name ______________________

Address

___________________________________________________________________

City __________________________Province (State)__________ Postal Code

_

Telephone Number_____________________Email Address ___________________________

All cheques should be made out to: Fraser South Rhododendron Society
If mailing, send to:

Treasurer_________;

Ginny Fearing, 5376 Ross Road, Abbotsford, BC V4X 1Z2
Membership questions may be addressed to the FSRS Membership Chair,
Ginny Fearing at 604-857-4136, or to any other FSRS officer.

FSRS database__________;

YAK Editor_________or Snail Mail_________;

ARS____________.
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