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Queen of Hearts (see page 3)    Photo: Eleanor Philp 

 

Fraser South Rhododendron Society 
 is a chapter of  the  

   American Rhododendron Society 

 
http://frasersouthrhodos.ca 

 
Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the third  
Wednesday of each month (excerpt June, 
July, August) at: 
 
Langley Mennonite Fellowship Church 
20997 40th Street 
Langley, B.C. 

 

Map :  https://goo.gl/maps/ZB1m1jnF9DP2 
 
 

 
 

 

This Month 
 
 
Susan Murray will present “Glorious Spring 
Gardens of Wales”.  
 
 
Susan visited Wales in April of 2018 with the 
Scottish Rhododendron Society and has 
wonderful images to share with us.  
 
Twelve beautiful private and public Welsh 
gardens, including Bodnant Garden, Colby 
Woodland Garden, Llysdinam Garden, High 
Glanau Manor and Picton Castle Gardens will 
be highlighted. 
 
Susan will talk briefly about the history and 
development of each garden and share her 
images of the outstanding plant collections of 
rhododendrons, deciduous and coniferous 
trees and woodland plants which graced each 
site.” (See her “bio” on page 14.) 
 
  Date: Wednesday, February 20th, 2019.  
 
  Kitchen Duties:  Lois Williams &  

       Gail Floyd 
 

http://frasersouthrhodos.ca/
https://goo.gl/maps/ZB1m1jnF9DP2
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FSRS 30th Anniversary  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            

 
 
The Calendar 

Fraser South Rhododendron Society 
Wednesday February 20, 2019. Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Langley Mennonite Church 

Susan Murray, “Glorious Spring Gardens of Wales”– 
A tour in 2018 with the Scottish Rhododendron 
Society. See website for more details. 

Vancouver Rhododendron Society  
Thursday February 21, 2019 
7:30 pm VanDusen Gardens  

Dr. Glen Jamieson, “Vireya Rhododendrons 

Fraser South Rhododendron Society 
Wednesday March 20, 2019. Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Langley Mennonite Church 

Ole Jonny Larsen from Norway, speaker at the 
Bremen, Germany 2018 International Rhododendron 
Conference. Topic: Rhododendron Species culture in 
Scandinavia 
 

Vancouver Rhododendron Society  
Thursday March 21, 2019 
7:30 pm VanDusen Gardens  

Ole Jonny Larsen from Norway,  “Plant Hunting - the 
experience of an amateur” 

2 0 1 8  O F F I C E R S  

President:  Colleen Bojczuk     604-826-4221 

Past Pres:  Evelyn Jensen      604-857-5663 

Vice Pres:  Jim Worden      604-541-4754 

Secretary:  Barbara Mathias      778-580-6404 

Treasurer:  Harold Fearing     604-857-4136 

Directors:  Caroline Feldinger     778-545-8994 

      Gerry Nemanishen     604-826-0166 

     Shawn O’Neill      604-583-1817 

Programme:  Jim Worden      604-541-4754 

Membership: Ginny Fearing           604-857-4136 

Newsletter:  Maureen Worden     604-541-4754 

Librarian:  Gerald Nemanishen       604-826-0166 

Website:  Maureen Worden     604-541-4754 

Hospitality:  Gail Floyd      604-541-2884 

        Lois Williams         604-535-0543 

BCCGC Liaison: Vacant 

 

From the President 
 
   Firstly, I apologize for having to dump the 
AGM on Jim and others, but I know it was 
managed admirably. Thanks to all.   Dennis 
has suffered some severe health setbacks 
since early January, so my time and mental 
energy have been seriously compromised.  
However, he is recovering slowly but steadily, 
and should be home soon.  At least with the 
current weather trend I have been able to take 
time away from work, and the garden hasn’t 
needed any attention, so I’m not getting 
behind there. The Hellebores , snowdrops 
and cyclamens are trying valiantly to hold 
their heads up, but in the windy areas it’s a 
struggle. The Rhodo leaves have been in a 
permanent tubular form for more than a week 
now, and I sure hope they remember how to 
unfurl when this is over. 
    On another note, this spring I’d like all 
members to put their minds to ways we can 
encourage more gardeners to join our club, as 
we have lost quite a few in recent times due 
to moving to the island, age and/or health 
concerns, and sadly, passing away. We would 
welcome some new members with fresh 
perspectives.  Also, at the last executive 
meeting it was suggested that we encourage 
a few members to open their gardens for 
some casual  tours, nothing too elaborate, 
maybe even short ones in early evenings as 
we had done in years past. Any volunteers ??       
 See you all at the meeting and I look forward 

to your ideas.   Colleen B. 
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Rhododendron 'Queen of Hearts'  

Predominant Flower Color:  Red 
 
Flower/Truss Description:  Flower campanulate, 3" 
across, dark crimson with black spots on the upper 
lobes. Dome-shaped trusses of 16 flowers. 
 
Bloom Time:  Early Midseason to Midseason 
 
Foliage Description / Plant Habit:  Leaves elliptic-
lanceolate, 4½" long, medium green above, brown 
indumentum below. Compact, upright habit. 
Height:  6 feet in 10 years. 
 
Cold Hardiness Temp:  -5°F  ( -21°C) 
 
Parentage (Seed Parent x Pollen Parent)      
meddianum x Moser's Maroon 
  
Elepidote (E) or Lepidote (L):  E 
 
Hybridized or Selected by:  de Rothschild 

 

 
 
 

   

Reminders 
 
Our raffles help finance chapter activities. 
Please bring your contributions, extra plants, 
garden items, etc. 
 
************************************************ 
Feel free to suggest program topics and/or 

speakers to any member of the executive.  

 
************************************************ 

Submit articles, photos, or suggestions for the 

newsletter or else you will be stuck with the editors 

choices.  

 

************************************************ 
Speaker reviews are always welcome! 
 

 
Members are welcome to send their own “In the 
Garden” photos to the editor for inclusion in the 

YAK.  

From the Editor 

   
I’ve just come in from a stroll around the backyard. 
What a beautiful day, sun shining and a gorgeous 
blue sky. The melt has begun. While enjoying the 
sunshine, it’s hard to believe that I’ve spent part of 
the last three days shovelling snow. The frigid cold 
has kept me running around the last couple of 
weeks ensuring the hummingbird feeders are not 
frozen, the gurgler which is nearly entirely 
encapsulated in ice has enough water to give the 
birds a drink and that the general bird population in 
the backyard was fed during the frigid cold and 
snow. 
 
The snowdrops, hellebores, and daffodils that were 
emerging regardless of the cold are now buried 
under lots of snow. Only with time and the great 
melt that’s on the way will we see how they made 
out. Fortunately, a couple of rhododendrons that 
had buds about to open, held back but poor R.ririei 
that had been blooming since December was finally 
done in by the extremely low temperatures. 
 
Last month at the AGM I was honored and 
humbled to receive an award for my work on the 
website and the YAK. As previous YAK editors will 
surely attest, it is not always easy to come up with 
items that others will find interesting, especially 
during the winter months. Thank you. 
 
As we approach the blooming season, if you have 
something “In your garden” that you would like to 
share with group, please send me a picture and it 
will be included in The YAK’s “In The Garden” 
section. Please include any identification 
information you have available.  
 
This month’s presentation on the gardens in Wales 
promises to be a good one. And with next month’s 
speaker from Norway on Rhododendrons in 
Scandinavia, who needs to travel? Come to the 
meeting, pull up a chair and enjoy!  Bring a friend to 
enjoy the presentations and to maybe join the 
group. 
 

Maureen  Worden 
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Last Month 
 

Last month was the Annual General meeting and desert extravaganza.  The excellent selection 
of desserts had to wait though until the evening’s business was held.  
 
Jim Worden called the meeting to order. Following the reading and approval of last year’s AGM 
minutes by Barb Mathias, Harold Fearing presented the financial reports.  
 
The following chapter officers for 2019 were elected by acclamation: 
 

President -   Colleen Bojczuk 
Vice President -  Jim Worden 
Past President - Evelyn Jensen  
Treasurer -   Harold Fearing 
Secretary -   Barb Mathias 
Directors -   Gerry Nemanishen (1st year) 

       Carolyn Feldinger (2nd year) 
       Shawn O’Neill (1st year) 
 

 The non-elected positions for 2019 will be filled by the following members: 
 
Website, Newsletter – Maureen Worden 
Membership – Ginny Fearing 
Program – Jim Worden 
Library – Gerry Nemanishen 
Hospitality – Lois Williams and Gail Floyd 

 

 
 
After the elections, the Chapter honoured some of the 
members for their service with awards. (See the following 
pages for the awards).  
 
Sue Klapwijk once again did an outstanding job of putting 
the awards together. Thank you Sue, the recipients will 
cherish your handiwork. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

While everyone feasted on the deserts, we had two slide presentations. Gerald Nemanishen 
showed us slides featuring forest wood carvings taken on his trip to Lithuania. Ginny and Harold 
Fearing then showed us a wonderful video complete with music that their very talented young 
grandson put together from the family’s trip to the Galapagos Islands in 2018.  
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Harold Johnson Memorial Award - 2018 
 

Gail Floyd 
 

It is said that an army travels on its stomach. That may not be true 
for a rhododendron society, but the coffee and refreshments we have 

are an important part of the social aspects of our meetings. 
 

You have done an excellent job organizing the kitchen duties, being 
sure there is coffee and tea, and that there is always someone who has 

volunteered to bring goodies and help in the kitchen. 
 

Thank you Gail 
 

Harold Johnson Memorial Award - 2018 
 

Lois Williams 
 

It is said that an army travels on its stomach. That may not be true 
for a rhododendron society, but the coffee and refreshments we have 

are an important part of the social aspects of our meetings. 
 

You have done an excellent job organizing the kitchen duties, being 
sure there is coffee and tea, and that there is always someone who has 

volunteered to bring goodies and help in the kitchen. 
 

Thank you Lois 
 

Ella J. Crabb Memorial Award - 2018 
 

Maureen Worden 
 

Our newsletter, The Yak, is very important in attracting and keeping members. 
As editor you have done an excellent job in making the Yak lively, entertaining, 
and informative.  We look forward each month to interesting articles, beautiful 

pictures, and all the important bits of information, packaged in a very attractive format. 
 

You have also taken on the important position of webmaster and have 
kept our website up to date and full of information. 

 
Thank you Maureen 
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ARS Bronze Medal 
  

Evelyn Jensen 
 

You have been a long term member of the Fraser South Rhododendron 
Society and from the beginning could always be found helping at the 
plant sales, and in the kitchen, and whenever things needed doing. 

 
You stepped in as Membership Chair when the position became vacant, 

and later served as Vice President. 
 

You served admirably as President, keeping our meetings and activities 
running smoothly. You made meetings of the executive both efficient 

and fun. 
 

In thanks for all of these contributions the Chapter is pleased to 
present you our highest award, 

 
ARS Bronze Medal - 2018 
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From the Archives       
 

The following article originally appeared in the Fraser  
South Newsletter, January 1995 by Mike Trembath  
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From the Garden 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Left –
winter 
sunrise 
facing 
south 
 
Below – 
winter 
sunrise 
facing east 
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    Different reactions to the cold weather (before the snow) 
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Rhododendrons of Sikkim-Himalaya 
 
Rhododendrons of Sikkim-Himalaya based on the explorations by Joseph Dalton Hooker and his findings 
published in 1849.  
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From the Library 
 

 

 

 

 
The Pacific Coast Rhododendron Story: the Hydridizers, Collectors and Garden written by the 
Portland Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society with Sonja Nelson. 
 
 
This book was published in 2001 and was a donation from the Peace Arch Rhododendron Society.  This 
book grew out of the preparations of the Portland Chapter of the American Rhododendron Society to host 
the 50th Anniversary Celebration Conference in Portland, Oregon.  
 
This book contains eight chapters, four appendices and a bibliography.  It starts with the beginnings and 
pioneers, lists public arboreta, describes the creation of the American Rhododendron Society and lists 
hydridizers in Oregon, Washington, British Columbia and California. It ends with a chapter on activity in the 
1990s.  This last chapter has a picture of a “much younger” Les Clay.  
 
I found this an interesting historical read particularly since it listed several hydridizers from my end of the 
Fraser Valley including two from Mission.   
 
 

Gerald Nemanishen , Librarian FSRS 
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February Speaker’s BIO 
 
 

Susan M. Murray 
 

Ms. Murray taught horticulture and arboriculture 

at the post-secondary level from 1979 to 2013 at both 

BCIT and KPU and is now enjoying retirement activities. 

Passionate about plants and photography, Susan has 

collected thousands of images of plants from around the 

world, both in their native habitats and in garden settings. 

Recently, (in April 2018), she visited the gardens of 

Wales with the Scottish Rhododendron Society. In 2019, 

she is planning to visit the native landscapes of 

southwestern Australia to photograph wildflowers. 

 

Locally, the Rhododendron and Magnolia 

collections in Darts Hill Garden Park are favorite 

photography subjects. Since first touring Darts Hill 

Garden with Francisca Darts in 1990, Susan has had a 

keen interest in the plants in Darts Hill and is currently the Chair of the Darts Hill Garden Conservancy Trust Society (DHGCTS) 

and the Darts Hill Garden Collection Committee. Susan is also the author of Our Sylvan Heritage, a Guide to the Magnificent 

Trees of the South Fraser, a full colour book describing 350 tree species growing along the streets, in the parks and other public 

spaces of the South Fraser Valley.  

 

(Above, Susan with an 800 year old Yew tree in Wales) 

 

(Below, R. falconeri, Portmerion, Wales) 

 


