
    The Yak February 2018 Page 1 

 THE YAK 
Volume 32, Number 2 February 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      

Wind storm damage 

 

Fraser South Rhododendron Society 
 is a chapter of  the  

   American Rhododendron Society 

 
http://frasersouthrhodos.ca 

 
Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the third  
Wednesday of each month (excerpt June, 
July, August) at: 
 
Langley Mennonite Fellowship Church 
20997 40th Street 
Langley, B.C. 

 

Map :  https://goo.gl/maps/ZB1m1jnF9DP2 
 

This Month 
 
 
Date: Wednesday, February 21, 2018 at 
7:30pm 
 

Speaker: Nancy Moore  

 

Topic: Caring for storm damaged trees 
 

Nancy is well known within the FSRS 
group. She has served on the executive 
committee and in 2012 was the recipient of 
the Harold Johnson award. In 2014, Nancy 
was presented with the ARS Bronze medal 
by Fraser South for her many contributions 
to the group. 
 
With the wind storms and an ice storm that 
our area has experienced over the last few 
months, her presentation on caring for 
storm damaged trees is a timely one. 
 
We hope to see you at the meeting! 
 
 
Kitchen duties: Colleen Bojczuk and 

      Margaret Cadwaladr 
 

Plant Sales: Kirsten Martin 

 

 
 

http://frasersouthrhodos.ca/
https://goo.gl/maps/ZB1m1jnF9DP2
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The Calendar 
 

 

Vancouver Rhododendron Society 
Thursday, February 15, 2018 
7:30 pm VanDusen Gardens 

Atsuko Gibson - Rhododendron Species Botanical 
Garden - Japan 

Fraser South Rhododendron Society 
Wednesday, February 21, 2018 7:30 pm 
Langley Mennonite Church 

Nancy Moore – Caring for storm damaged trees 

Vancouver Rhododendton Society  
Thursday, March 15, 2018 
7:30 pm VanDusen Gardens 

George Woodard – The famous Phipps Garden on 
Long Island 

Fraser South Rhododendron Society 
Wednesday, March 21, 2018 7:30 pm 
Langley Mennonite Church 

Cliff Jury – Birds in the Garden 

NOTE: The VRS meetings are a week before FSRS meetings for Feb and March due to the 2018 calendar. 

2 0 1 8  O F F I C E R S  

Acting President: Evelyn Jensen     604-857-5663     

Past Pres:  Evelyn Jensen      604-857-5663 

Vice Pres:  Colleen Bojczuk     604-826-4221 

Secretary:  Barbara Mathias      778-580-6404 

Treasurer:  Harold Fearing     604-857-4136 

Directors:  Caroline Feldinger     778-545-8994 

      Judy Wellington     604-597-9156 

     Jim Worden      604-541-4754 

Programme:  Vacant 

Membership: Ginny Fearing           604-857-4136 

Newsletter:  Maureen Worden     604-541-4754 

Librarian:  Gerald Nemanishen       604-826-0166 

Website:  Maureen Worden     604-541-4754 

Hospitality:  Gail Floyd      604-541-2884 

        Lois Williams         604-535-0543 

BCCGC Liaison: Vacant 

 

 

From The President 
 
Planning has begun for our annual PLANT 
SALE.  The date is April 21st.  We are 
waiting for final approval from the Church 
for this date. Hours 10: AM to 3:PM. 
 
One of the features of the Sale is the 
MEMBERS’ TABLE.  Plants on the 
Members’ Table are your extra plants from 
your Garden that you donate to FSRS.  
Any plants EXCEPT Rhodos and Azaleas 
are welcome, as we don’t wish to compete 
with our Sellers.  Please tag the plants 
with their name, FSRS Members will price 
them.  When you do your spring dividing, 
please pot up your extras for the Club. 
We will need volunteers on the day of the 
Sale.  We will need people to set up in the 
morning and take down after the Sale as 
well as cashiers, customer assistants, etc.  
The shifts are 2 ½ hours.  
The sigh-up sheet will be at the March 
meeting. 
 
Advance Notice:  The Annual Truss Show 
is May, so start pampering your babies 
now! The annual Picnic is planned for 
June 9th. 
 
I’m looking forward to NANCY MOORE’S 
presentation on Pruning at the February 
Meeting.  See you there!   
 

Evelyn 
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Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden  
Annual Symposium 
April 6 & 7th, 2018 

 
 Everyone Welcome! 
  
Location: Best Western Plus, Federal Way,  
WA and Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden 
  
Featured Speaker: William McNamara,  
Executive Director of Quarryhill Botanical Garden 
  
Information & Registration: www.rhodygarden.org  
 
Early bird registration is now through March 9th ($125.00) 
253-838-4646 x 140  

 

  

Reminders 
 
Our raffles help finance chapter activities. 
Please bring your contributions, extra plants, 
garden items, etc. 
 
************************************************ 
 
Feel free to suggest program topics and/or 

speakers to any member of the executive.  

 
************************************************ 

Submit articles, photos, or suggestions for 
the newsletter or else you will be stuck with 
the editors choices. 

 

 

Looking for a volunteer that is willing to 
provide a summary of speaker 
presentations. The summary would be 
included in the Yak the following month for 
those unable to attend a meeting.  

 

 

From the Editor 
 

 

 
 
Happy Valentine’s Day!  
 
The recent spring like days have allowed work 
in the garden to finally continue and the cleanup 
from the last winter storm is complete. Just in 
time because once again Mother Nature has 
upped her game and reminded me that it is still 
winter.  
 
R. reiriei started to bloom at the end of January 
and was putting on a nice display until the below 
freezing temperatures hit. Unfortunately the 
flowers are now limp. I was glad I managed to 
get some pictures taken prior to the freeze.  
R. praevernum and R. strigillosom are about to 
open up, hopefully they wait until the weather 
warms up so they don’t suffer the same fate. 
 
There is a lot of non-rhododendron plant action 
happening in the garden as we move towards 
spring. Different varieties of crocus have 
emerged and some of the hellebores have 
flowered. Daffodils are up a good six inches and 
even the tulips are starting to show. My 
feathered friends have voracious appetites and 
their songs have taken on a springtime 
melodious nature as a first step to nesting.  
 
This month’s “From the Archives” selection has 
pointed out that in November 2018, the FSRS 
will be ‘30’ years old. That is quite an 
achievement and I congratulate all members 
both past and present on the achievements and 
friendships that being a part of FSRS has 
fostered over the years. Does a celebration 
sound in order? 

Maureen  Worden 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jT3huuTw2KhMu-IDdL6h-0kmZR8QHoOkRB-a6PY5QbxU8pH7e592N28oLqAYtc5_G2teFoy4rYDLG6npXZzWdIY2XCHxzC7yIL5INoKSd4F8YtrhSpbAI-x6lgzkscGapPSdxPkIhs55Ruv7umPsnZK26-199RKu3NNZ9vCpquM=&c=_3aw9GkotadNYMnKz-63S-hr3kuf5RSNYvqOeK5Lypozt9k9lBvM9A==&ch=F64zaQlBBTlCgxxKqVljaNPIyqp-hOqFOvH_O6cUV5czALg_q9th_A==
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Annual General Meeting and Desert Extravaganza 2018 
 
The start of our annual AGM last month was slightly delayed due to a power outage in the area. 
Fortunately, we were able to proceed without the help of candlelight! 
 

 Evelyn Jensen started off the meeting by thanking the 
members of the 2017 executive and all those members 
of the club who had assisted the group in 2017. 
 
The first order of business was the acceptance of the 
minutes from the 2017 AGM. This was followed by 
Harold Fearing presenting the treasurer’s report. 
 
The 2018 slate of officer nominations that had been 
previously circulated to the group was presented and 
elected by acclamation.  
 
 
 
 

 
Evelyn Jensen presented a slideshow of MOSAICANADA, the amazing horticultural garden created in 
Gatineau, Quebec for Canada’s Sesquicentennial, featuring the provinces and territories’ culture, flora and 

fauna in plantings on metal frames. 
 
Harold Fearing presented an X-rated show of the Sex Life of the 
Rhododendron, followed by garden photos of the infamous Ice 
storm of 2017 that at first created a magical scene while 
devastating much of his and Ginny’s carefully cultivated property. 
 
As always the attendees were treated to a myriad of delectable 
concoctions in the true tradition of the FSRS Desert 
Extravaganza. 

 

 

Annual Plant Sale  
    

Our annual plant sale is coming in April. The executive are currently 
working on organizing the sale and putting the final details together. This 
is an important fund raising event for our club. All proceeds from the 
club’s member table go directly to the club. Please remember to start 
potting up your contributions for the plant sale as you are working out in 
the garden.  

  
 
 
  



    The Yak February 2018 Page 5 

 From the Archives       
 

The following article by Harold Fearing originally appeared  
in the Fraser South Newsletter, February 2008 
 

.  
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From the Garden 
 
The garden is moving towards “Spring” – crocus varieties, cyclamen, hellebores, buds swelling, and finally  
R. ririei in bloom. 
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Top Rhododendrons 

 

Continuing with the list of the top 100 rhododendrons that was compiled from a survey of over 250 
worldwide submissions from members of the RHS Rhododendron, Magnolia & Camelia Group, this month 
we feature the rhododendrons that came in positions 31 through 40 in the survey. 
 

    
31. campylogynum      32. nuttalii 
 

    
33. dalhousiae       34. hodgsonii 
 

    
35.wardii       36. Nancy Evans 
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37. sinofalconeri      38. orbiculare 
 

  
  

39. kesangiae       40. souliei 

  

Credits: All pictures are from htttp://hirsutum.info  
 
31. Harry Wright, Courtenay, B.C.. 
32. Tony Rodd, New South Wales, Australia 
33. Gerald Wyatt, Cheshire, U.K. 
34. Garth Wedemire, UBC Botanical Garden, Vancouver, B.C. 
35. Coen Zonneveld, Diepenveen, Netherlands 
36. Paul & Linda Laury, Lantzville, B.C. 
37. Hank Helm, Chimacum Woods Garden, WA, USA 
38. Garth Wedemire, RSBG, Federal Way, WA, USA 
39. Douglas Justice, UBC Botanical Garden, Vancouver, B.C. 
40. Garth Wedemire, Maple Ridge, B.C. 
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Ted Van Veen is described in the foreword by David G. Leach as the largest commercial grower of 
rhododendrons in the United States.  “… he exuberantly summarizes the selection, uses, planting and 
cultivation of rhododendrons according to his cheerfully admitted preferences and prejudices.”  This volume 
is dated by the comment that China is closed to plant hunting.  How things have changed! 
 
Chapters discuss the origins of rhododendrons, use in the landscape, growth factors such as temperature, 
soil type, moisture, feeding and prevention of problems.  
He talks about what to look for when buying a rhododendron.  A chapter lists a select list of species and 
hybrids available in 1969.   
 
As Mr. Leach states in the foreword this book is not intended for the botanist, the phylogenist, the 
entomologist or any academic “ist”.  “It is an intensely practical book which lays not claim to being a 
comprehensive treatment of the genius.”  It is an easy read and the colour illustrations of the hybrids are 
excellent. 
 

 

 

From the Library 
 

Rhododendrons in America by Ted Van Veen. 
  
180 pages, twelve chapters and supplement for 
1980 edition, 108 colour illustrations, list of 
hybrids not covered earlier, subject index.  
Soft cover, published in 1969, second edition 
1980. 
 
Published by Thomas Binford of Binford and 
Mort, Portland, Oregon.  
ISBN 0-8323-0374-7 
 
 


