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Fraser South Rhododendron Society 
 is a chapter of  the  

   American Rhododendron Society 

 
http://frasersouthrhodos.ca 

 
Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the third  
Wednesday of each month (excerpt June, 
July, August) at: 
 
Langley Mennonite Fellowship Church 
20997 40th Street 
Langley, B.C. 

 

Map :  https://goo.gl/maps/ZB1m1jnF9DP2 
 
 

 
 

 

This Month 
 

Fraser South Rhododendron Society 
Christmas Potluck Dinner 

 
(Please note date & time change) 
 

 
 
 
  Date: Wednesday, Dec 12, 2018.  

Doors open at 6:00 p.m. 
 

 
  Kitchen Duties:  Shawn O’Neill &  

       Colleen Bojczuk 

 

 

http://frasersouthrhodos.ca/
https://goo.gl/maps/ZB1m1jnF9DP2
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FSRS 30th Anniversary  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            

 
The Calendar 

Fraser South Rhododendron Society 
Wednesday December 12, 2018. Time: 6:00 p.m. 
Langley Mennonite Church 

Christmas Pot-luck dinner 

Fraser South Rhododendron Society 
Wednesday January 16, 2019. Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Langley Mennonite Church 

Annual General Meeting with Annual Desert 
Extravaganza and member slides  

Vancouver Rhododendron Society  
Thursday January 17, 2018 
7:30 pm VanDusen Gardens  

AGM, with talks by Jacquie Clayton on Sikkim, Chris 
Hodgson on the 2018 Bremen ARS Convention, and 
…. 

Fraser South Rhododendron Society 
Wednesday February 20, 2019. Time: 7:30 p.m. 
Langley Mennonite Church 

TBD 

Vancouver Rhododendron Society  
Thursday February 21, 2019 
7:30 pm VanDusen Gardens  

Dr. Glen Jamieson, “Vireya Rhododendrons 

2 0 1 8  O F F I C E R S  

Acting President: Colleen Bojczuk     604-826-4221 

Past Pres:  Evelyn Jensen      604-857-5663 

Vice Pres:  Colleen Bojczuk     604-826-4221 

Secretary:  Barbara Mathias      778-580-6404 

Treasurer:  Harold Fearing     604-857-4136 

Directors:  Caroline Feldinger     778-545-8994 

      Judy Wellington     604-597-9156 

     Jim Worden      604-541-4754 

Programme:  Jim Worden      604-541-4754 

Membership: Ginny Fearing           604-857-4136 

Newsletter:  Maureen Worden     604-541-4754 

Librarian:  Gerald Nemanishen       604-826-0166 

Website:  Maureen Worden     604-541-4754 

Hospitality:  Gail Floyd      604-541-2884 

        Lois Williams         604-535-0543 

BCCGC Liaison: Vacant 

 

Library Updates 
The library lists on the FSRS website have 
been updated to include new book 
purchases as well as the book reviews 
contributed to the YAK by our librarian. 

The library now has over 160 books. A 
reminder that members are welcome to 
borrow these books which cover a wealth 
of gardening subjects (I.e. not only 
rhododendrons!)  

     ***************************************** 

Recommended Reading 
If you missed it last month, be sure and 
check out the website to read about “The 
First 10 Years” of the Fraser South 
Rhododendron Society. 

     ***************************************** 

ARS 2019 Conventions 
ARS Spring Convention, May 16-19, 
Malvern PA. 
 
ARS Fall Convention, Sept. 27-29, 
Parksville, B.C. 
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Christmas Potluck Dinner 
 

Remember to bring a dish 
of food to share, with 
serving utensils if required. 
Beverages will be 
provided.  
 
Bring your own plates, 
mugs, and cutlery, then 
remember to take them 
home again. 
 

Be on time, the food will not last! 

 
Bring your festive spirit and enjoy the always 

excellent food and spirited company as we 
celebrate the season. P.S. I hear through the 

grapevine that we will be treated to another one  
of Colleen’s challenging quizzes.  
 

 
 
 

   

Reminders 
 
Our raffles help finance chapter activities. 
Please bring your contributions, extra plants, 
garden items, etc. 
 
************************************************ 
Feel free to suggest program topics and/or 

speakers to any member of the executive.  

 
************************************************ 

Submit articles, photos, or suggestions for 
the newsletter or else you will be stuck with 
the editors choices.  

 

************************************************ 
Speaker reviews are always welcome! 
 
************************************************ 
Plan to join us at the Christmas pot-luck 
dinner Wednesday, December 12th. Let’s 
have a good turnout to kick off the holidays! 

 

 

From the Editor 
 

 
 
 
This month’s YAK is a week earlier than usual 
to ensure that everyone is reminded of the 
potluck Christmas dinner on Dec. 12th. I always 
enjoy the dinner and hope to see everyone 
there. Anyone for corn bread? 
 
The cool clear weather we’ve been enjoying 
has allowed more garden cleanup (does it ever 
end?) but last night’s colder temperatures 
finally did in the hardy fuchsia flowers. The bird 
feeders are busy from dawn to dusk and only 
the occasional hawk in the backyard deters the 
birds from filling up on the feeder offerings. 
Doesn’t seem to matter how cold it is, the birds 
faithfully perform their daily ablutions in either 
the birdbath or the gurgler. I personally like the 
sunny cool weather even though at times it 
does make my early morning walks a little 
slippery. We are fortunate to be on a school 
bus route which ensures that the local roads 
are kept brined and plowed when it snows.  
 
We’ve been lucky so far this fall to avoid any 
major wind storms. This however has its 
downfalls as the usual abundant supply of free 
greenery for outside Christmas decoration is 
non-existent. Haven’t decided whether to hope 
for a “blow” or perhaps do some pruning! 
 
Best wishes to everyone this holiday season. 
 
Merry Christmas! 
 

Maureen  Worden 
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Last Month 
 

 

 
 
 
 
At our meeting in November, 
Colleen once again had us 
testing our plant knowledge.  
 
This month she provided us 
with a selection of cuttings 
from various plants and trees 
to see it we could identify 
them.   
 
Some correct identifications 
were made, but overall she 
stumped a lot of us. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



    The Yak December 2018 Page 5 

 

November Speaker Review 
 

 

We greatly enjoyed Barb Matthias’ 
presentation on a bicycle tour through 
parts of Iran. I admit to a previous 
somewhat negative impression of the 
area, but her stories and wonderful 
pictures revealed a much different place 
and people.  Despite the enormous 
population existing in a relatively small 
country, we saw vast areas of 
awesomely beautiful deserts and lush 
mountain forests with little to no sign of 
inhabitants. I was surprised to see 
gardens in the city with huge beds of 
perfectly ordinary bedding geraniums 
among the more tropical trees. In the 
seemingly inhospitable desert areas, 
there were many diminutive but 
nevertheless truly beautiful plants. The 
village people welcomed them into their 
homes, and although appearing plain on 
the exteriors, the interiors were bright 
and cheerful with the fabulous Persian 
carpets and wall hangings, and the food 
was delicious!   After numerous 
questions and discussion, I’m sure we 
all came away pleasantly enlightened, 
and amazed at her bravery to 
accomplish such a journey.  
                                                                                                            
Submitted by Colleen B. 
 

 

 

 

From the Acting President 
 
 

How spoiled are we all for this wonderful 
autumn, with the colors lasting so well, and 
now this crisp and sunny spell – how can 
anyone think of Christmas yet?  And yet we 
must – the calendar doesn’t lie.   
 
My small greenhouse is cleaned out, 
insulated, and most of the needy plants 
crammed in – our banana population 
exploded over the summer (Dennis was 
very busy dividing and potting), and I of 
course discovered more half-hardy ‘must 
haves’ like Astelia, some new colored 
varieties of Dracaena, more Canna lilies, 
plus various things in small pots that have 
yet to be planted – somehow, somewhere!   
Soon now we really must get busy to deck 
the halls, trim the tree, roast some 
chestnuts, and simmer up a big vat of 
wassail for the holidays.  
 
 I hope to see everyone out for the 
Christmas    party – the food will be 
fabulous, the puzzle will challenge your 
brain (just a bit), and there will be a great 
variety of things to win.   

                                                                                                                                         

Colleen B. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    The Yak December 2018 Page 6 

 

  
 
 
 

After an introduction by her husband dressed in 

Afghanistan menswear, Barbara Mathias of the 

Fraser South group gave a presentation on 

Iranian botany and cycling through Iran.  

 

The presentation provided insight into the 

historical country along with its customs. The 

northern part of Iran and the desert area were 

very interesting as well as the accommodation 

and historical buildings. The fauna encountered 

on the trip highlighted the uniqueness of the 

area.  
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From the Archives       
 

The following article originally appeared in the Fraser  
South Newsletter, December 2002 by Norma Senn.  
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A Rhododendron Christmas 
 
 

C is for Christmas Cheer  

 (R.caucasicum x ?)  

  
 
 
 

H is for Hachmann's Junifeuer 

 (‘Mary Waterer x Moser’s Maroon)  
 

    
 
 

R is for Red Impulse   

 (‘Vivacious’ x ‘Nova Zembla’) x  
 (‘Mars’ x ‘America’) 

   
 
 
 
 

I is for Impi     

(R. sanguineum ssp sanguineum x  

'Moser's Maroon') 
 
 
 

S is for Sammetglut     

(‘Mars’ x “nova Zembla’) 
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T is for Thunderstorm 

 (‘Doncaster’ x ?)   

  

 
 
 
 

M is for Madras   

 (‘Mars’ x ‘Fanfare’) 
 

  
 
 
 
 

A is for Anne Hardgrove   

 ('C.P. Raffill Group' x ‘Moser’s Maroon’) 
 

   

 
 
 

S is for Scarlet Wonder    

  ('Essex Scarlet' x R.forrestii Repens Group)  
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Rhododendrons of Sikkim-Himalaya 
 
This month we start a new series on the Rhododendrons of Sikkim-Himalaya based on the explorations by 
Joseph Dalton Hooker and his findings published in 1849 (see below). Rhododendrons still readily found 
today in many gardens will be highlighted in this series. 
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From the Library 
 
 

 
 
The Explorer’s Garden, Rare 
and Unusual Perennials  
by Daniel J. Hinkley. Forward 

by Roy Lancaster.   
 
Timber Press, Portland, OR, 
1999, 380 pages, 28 chapters.  
 

 

Daniel opened Heronswood 
Nursery in Puget Sound in 
1989.  The Nursery became 
the laboratory for growing the 
thousands of plants he 
brought back from his 
expeditions.  Although the 
Nursery is now closed the 
garden was restored is still 
operating.  Daniel is still 
directing the management 
with a team of volunteers.   
Check out the web site: 
www.heronswood.com.  
   
From Actaea to Triosteum, the 
book is an interesting 
collection of chapters about 
unusual perennials. It is well 
written and well-illustrated 
with some of Daniel’s own 
photographs.   
 
For those of you who have 
perennials in your garden 
(which I suspect is all of us)  
this is an excellent resource to 
peruse.  

 
 
 

Gerald Nemanishen , Librarian FSRS 
 

 

 

http://www.heronswood.com/

