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This Month’s Meeting
Date: Wednesday,February 15th, 2017 @ 7:30 pm
Topic: Plant Hunting in The Hoang Lien National Park in Vietnam.
Speaker: Douglas Justice
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Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the
third Wednesday of each month
(except June, July and August) at:
Langley Mennonite Fellowship Church
20997- 40th. Street
Langley BC

Creating the Fraser South Awards
				Please see page 6
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FROM THE President

At the January Annual General Meeting, the Membership approved the
Slate for 2017. New to the Executive are Secretary, Margaret Cadwaladr and
Director, Terry McLellan. Thank you both.
The Membership voted to donate the Legacy Funds to Doubleday
Arbouretum Society (Arboretum and Botanical Society of Langley). The
Membership also voted to top up the amount to $3,000. The money is to be
used to develop a Rhododendron Garden. Les Clay is President of the Society.
The Gerry C. Emerson Award was presented to Ginny Fearing for her many
contributions to FSRS.
The Dessert Extravaganza was well enjoyed by all. The goodies included
cakes, trifle, pies and cookies. It was hard to leave the table as we overindulged
on the feast of sweets.
Found: After the Christmas Party, a knife with a black handle and a 6”
serrated blade. Please contact me, so I can return it at the meeting.
Let’s hope the snow is long gone before our February 15th meeting.
							Evelyn Jensen

This Month:

We are fortunate to have Douglas Justice visit us again to deliver a lecture
on The Hoang Lien National Park in Vietnam. As many of you know,
Douglas is the Associate Director and Curator of Collections at the UBC
Botanical Garden and Center for Plant Research. He is an authority on
many genera with Acer, Magnolia and Rhododendron ranking high on his list
of favourites. While his
primary responsibility is
the day-to-day operation
of the garden and
interpretation of the
From the Editor
plant collections, he is
also involved
with public
and industry
outreach,
and teaches
horticulture
and plant
identification
courses for the
Faculties of Land & Food Systems and Applied Sciences.
Shefflera sp. Hoang Lien Park
The Hoang Lien National Park is outside of Sa Pa in the
mountainous northern part of Vietnam, close to the Chinese
border. Sa Pa was, during the French colonial period, a hill station
refuge from the summer heat of Hanoi, and it still harbours several French patisseries and hotels serving magnificent
omelettes.
The Hoang Lien National Park contains within its boundaries, Mount Fan Si Pan which at 10,000 feet is
the highest peak in Vietnam and the punctuation point to the southern terminus of the Himalaya. It is noted for its
diverse flora and fauna. Approximately thirty species of rhododendron are found in Vietnam and new species are
discovered quite regularly. In the Hoang Lien Park the are over two thousand species of plants and sixty-six species of
mammals.
Please join Douglas on his travels through this diverse area.				
Sean Rafferty
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Next month:

Dr. Bill McMillan will be speaking on the rhododendron gardens at the Horticultural Centre of the Pacific and other
Victoria gardens.

The Calendar:
Wednesday, February 15
7:30 pm
Langley Mennonite Hall

Fraser South Rhododendron Society
Douglas Justice: Plant Hunting in Vietnam

Thursday, February 16
7:30 pm VanDusen

Vancouver Rhododendron Society
Paul Reimer: Reimer Nurseries

Wednesday, March 8
7:30 pm VanDusen

Alpine Garden Club of BC
Hans Roemer: Alpine Flora of Vancouver Island

Wednesday, March 15
7:30 pm
Langley Mennonite Hall

Fraser South Rhododendron Society
Dr. Bill McMillan talking on the rhododendron gardens at the
Horticultural Centre of the Pacific and other Victoria gardens

Thursday, March 16
7:30 pm Van Dusen

Vancouver Rhododendron Society
Steve Hootman - Rhododendron Species Foundation

Other Duties As Assigned:
The ministers of calories and cuppa’s for the month of February are Barbara Inniss and Carol Atkinson. Please
show your good graces and assist with the bringing of some tasty nibblies.
And while you my be disbelieving at this moment, take my word that planting season will be rapidly upon us.
Please supply the raffle table with enough material to supply our needs.

The Business Stuff:
Rhododendron Species Symposium at The RSBG
The second annual Rhododendron Species Symposium will be held on April 7th and 8th at the Rhododendron
Species Botanical Garden in Federal Way, Washington. We’d love to have you join us!
This year’s featured speaker is Dr. Hartwig Schepker, Scientific Director of the Botanic Garden and
Rhododendron Park in Bremen, home of one of the largest Rhododendron collections in the world. He is also the
Secretary of the German Rhododendron Society. Hartwig has been on several rhododendron trips in South East Asia
and North America, including four journeys to Arunachal Pradesh.
Symposium registration is now open. Cost to attend the entire Symposium weekend, including all sessions,
speakers, classes plus Saturday lunch and Saturday evening banquet will be only $125 if registered before February
10th. Late registration of $145 begins February 11th. International (Canadian) registration. $130
All events take place at the Evergreen Inn & Suites Best Western Plus or at the Rhododendron Species
Botanical Garden.
Please click here for more information
The Yak February 2017
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More Business Stuff:

RHODODENDRONS IN THE
REDWOODS

ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY
EUREKA, CALIFORNIA
APRIL 27-30, 2017

Register now for the American Rhododendron Society’s annual spring Convention April 27-30, 2017. The
Eureka Chapter will host the convention which will bring visitors to world-famous Humboldt County, California
from across the nation, Canada and around the world. Top notch speakers will be featured every day, along with tours
of redwood forests, private and public gardens, azalea reserves and Victorian architecture.
The Red Lion Hotel will be our
host hotel, with a rate of $99
Humboldt Botanical
R. occidentale
per night per room plus tax. The
Garden
rate includes a full breakfast and
an airport shuttle. Thursday and
Sunday events will be held at
the hotel. The new state-of-theart Sequoia Conference Center,
three blocks from the Red Lion
Rhododendron occidentale
Hotel, will be our meeting and banqueting venue Friday and Saturday.
Visitors can walk to the conference center, take the shuttle or drive;
abundant parking is available at the center.
For many ARS members, seeing the Redwoods (Sequoia sempervirens) is high on the “bucket list”, as are the rugged
North Coast of California with its Rhododendron macrophyllum and Stagecoach Hill,
the home of the Smith-Mossman 1966 collections of Rhododendron occcidentale
azaleas.
In addition to the area’s redwood parks and other natural wonders, Eureka and
its neighboring towns abound with well-preserved Victorian homes displaying the
famous Queen Anne “Carpenter Gothic” style. The Carson Mansion (now a private
club) is the most famous example
from the late 19th century era of
the lumber barons in northwestern
California.
Eureka is served by United
Express
twice daily from San
Singing Tree Gardens
The Carson Mansion
Francisco. Flying to San Francisco
and transferring to Eureka is the
usual air transport option. Renting a car in San Francisco and driving
to Eureka is a very scenic alternative. Drive time from San Francisco is about seven hours, through the wine country
with its rolling hills and on north through the Coast Range mountains and redwood forests. From the north, PenAir
flies from Portland, Oregon to the Eureka/Arcata airport. An alternative to flying directly to Eureka from Portland
might be to fly to Crescent City or to Medford, Oregon, then rent a car. Drive time from Crescent City is about two
hours; from Medford about four hours. Both routes are quite scenic, with wild rivers, rugged mountains and redwood
forests well worth visiting. Several car rental agencies operate at the Eureka/Arcata airport. The Red Lion Hotel offers
free shuttle service for convention attendees to and from the Eureka/Arcata airport. However you choose to get here,
we look forward to hosting you and showing you our beautiful northwest corner of California.				
More information at www.eurekarhody.org
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Fraser South Rhododendron Society Awards
In 1989, thanks to the vision of Harold Johnson, the Fraser South Rhododendron Chapter (FSRS) of the
American Rhododendron Society (ARS) was born. The first meeting was held at Les and Bev Clay’s home. The FSRS
continues to thrive 28 years later thanks to the devoted and varied efforts of many others over the years.
One of the fine traditions of the FSRS is recognizing individual member contributions to the society. This
article will introduce each award and its origin, the process of selecting awardees, and then the artistry that goes into
making the actual award. The historical information contained in this article is largely based on the FSRS 10 year
report written by Mike Trembath.
There are two categories of awards. The ARS Awards and the FSRS Memorial Awards.
ARS Awards
The ARS Awards are Gold, Silver and Bronze
although only the Bronze award may be given by the
chapter. The Silver and Gold medals are awarded by the
ARS. Harold Johnson received an ARS Silver Medal as did
associate members Dot and Ken Gibson. Les Clay received
a Lifetime Achievement Award.
Since 1993 the Fraser South Rhododendron
Society (FSRS) has awarded the Bronze Medal to 21
deserving members. As noted, this medal is the highest
ARS award an individual chapter may give for service to
that chapter. It is generally given to those who have actively
participated and contributed for 10 years or more. Nancy
Moore was awarded the most recent FSRS bronze medal
in 2014. Sometimes several bronze awards are given in one
year and other times there are no awards given for several
years. An image of the Bronze Medal appears to the right.
FSRS Awards
In 1997, three FSRS MemoriaL Awards were
established to honour three deceased members, all of whom
were, among others, charter members of the FSRS: Ella
Crab, Gerry Emerson, and Harold Johnson. Who were
these people?
Ella J. Crab was, as described by M. Trembath,
“one of those most valuable people without whom
organizations fail to prosper. She was ready to help
whoever, whenever, and wherever help was needed”. She
was an editor of the newsletter. She gave generously of her
enthusiasm, her time, her labour and her plants.
Gerry C. Emerson generously donated funds
that made it possible for the young club to survive its first
critical months. He was very interested in propagation and
had begun working with meristem culture. He contributed
to the establishment of the library, designed our logo, and
acted as Vice President until illness forced his retirement.
Harold Johnson was instrumental in starting the
FSRS, working with other dedicated charter members to
establish this chapter. He was a grower and propagator and
an enthusiastic ambassador for the genus rhododendron.
The Yak February 2017
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He toured the Pacific Northwest looking for gardens to add to bus tours that he organized and hosted.
According to Mike Trembath, Harold and Clive Justice were involved in the establishment of what is now the
Rhododendron Species Foundation. He received the Bronze Medal at the club level and the Silver Medal at National
level for his interest, dedication and hard work.
These three awards are a way of saying
thank you for service to the FSRS. This
leads to the question - how are recipients of
these awards chosen? The FSRS President
quietly appoints an appropriate person,
who often engages one other person to
help. They identify worthy recipients and
write the wording that will go on the award.
Since this is all done very quietly, it is both
a surprise as well as an honor to receive one
of these awards. Each award acknowledges
that recipient’s particular contributions. The
awards are presented at the January meeting.
What do these awards look like, you may
ask? Since 1997, Sue Klapwijk has created
beautifully printed and framed awards. The
look of these awards has changed over the
years as technology changed and as Sue,
the artist, combined her artistry, and her mastery of photography, computer literacy, and technical framing skills.
Above is an example of an early award given to Gordon R. Finley, Sue’s father. Then, while Mike Bale was President,
he suggested that Sue put a picture of a rhododendron behind the printing on the award. Sue, who has an extensive
collection of rhododendron pictures, immediately seized on this idea and began creating very personal and lovely
awards.
Sue knew Ella
Crabb, Harold Johnson
and Gerry Emerson,
whom she holds in high
regard.
Being Sue, she also knows
the FSRS members.
Creating each individual
award is both an artistic
and a personal journey.
When Sue
receives the names and
completed wording of
the award, she thinks
about each person and
selects a rhododendron
picture from her extensive
collection that she thinks
represents that person or
that they might like. This
year she began putting
the name of the pictured
rhododendron on the back
of the award. She used to
say, “Can you identify it?”
The Yak February 2017
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How does Sue make these awards, you may ask? What is involved? First Sue selects the picture which she
then prints in color, matching the size that will suit the text. She mounts this picture on a foam board. Sue then
converts the award text to a suitable font and size. This is then printed on transparent velum, which is spray glued to
the background rhododendron picture. At this
point there is no room for error as the spray
glue sticks whether or not the velum is correctly
placed. Sue then cuts the mat, which she places
on top of the picture. She cuts the glass before
assembling all in a frame she has made. If the
award is wordy, the mat may be omitted but a
spacer, in place of the mat, is wrapped all
around the glass. Finally, Sue writes the name of
the rhododendron pictures on the back of the
award.
How many awards has Sue created since 1997?
This is an estimate since Sue does not have
exact records of the early years but it seems she
has created 27 Bronze awards and 51 Memorial
awards, all worthy of prime places on your wall.
A list of awardees can be found on the Fraser
South Rhododendron Society webpage.
Thanks to all of those over the years who have served on the committees to choose the awardees, and
especially thanks to Sue Klapwijk for creating such beautiful awards.
Reference: The First Ten Years: 1989 - 1998 inclusive. Prepared by Mike Trembath
Photos: Sue Klapwijk and Evelyn Jensen
									
Ginny Fearing and Sue Klapwijk
									February, 2017

R. moupinense, desperate to bloom in
this mean winter
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The Book Cart
		
Rhododendrons and Azaleas for Your Garden by Christopher
Fairweather. Publisher by Floraprint Limited, Nottingham, England
Copyright ©1979 éditions Floraisse, France.
128 pages, 84 colour plates with identifying information, 10 black and white
photographs of instructional information, Explanation of Symbols, List
of Principal gardens in England for rhododendrons, azaleas and camellias,
Index of hybrid rhododendrons, species rhododendrons, deciduous azaleas,
evergreen azaleas and camellias, each division in alphabetical order. ISBN
0-929050-46-0, printed and bound in Spain by Artes Gráficas Toledo.
		

The Author: Christopher Fairweather’s
interest in rhododendrons and azaleas
began when he was working at Exbury
Gardens near Beaulieu, Hampshire. Exbury
Gardens are world famous for breeding and
production of high quality rhododendrons
and azalea hybrids. He travelled to Kenya
where he worked in various farm enterprises,
returning to England in 1960, at which time
he started Fairweather’s Garden Centre in
Beaulieu, Hampshire. He was again engaged
at Exbury Gardens as manager and in 1974,
returned to his own business in Beaulieu.
He has had the opportunity of studying
rhododendrons, azaleas and camellias in
many parts of the world.
Rhododendrons and Azaleas is
composed of nine chapters in which the
author discusses the origin and history of
rhododendrons, azaleas and camellias in
the garden, hybrid rhododendrons, species
rhododendrons, azaleas, including deciduous
azaleas, evergreen azaleas and Japanese
azaleas, and camellias. The reader is treated
to excellent colour plates with accompanying
descriptions of awards attached to each,
shrub form, flower description, the hardiness
zone, time of bloom, and height of plant
after ten years. The chapter about the origin and history these beautiful plants refers to them as aristocrats of the plant
world in any garden and gives a brief description of places of origin around the world as well as the history of when
they were introduced to Britain. The author also includes information about the start of hybridization and the neverending search for new species. The rhododendrons, azaleas and camellias that the author has chosen to describe are all
highly prized dependable plants which many readers will recognize.
										Margaret Hodgson
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Rhododendron campylocarpum ssp
campylocarpum (Epithet: with bent fruit)

Rhododendrons of Sikkim

Joseph Dalton Hooker discovered R. campylocarpum ssp.
campylocarpum in 1848 in the Sikkim Himalaya, but seed was
not collected and introduced until 1849. Further collections were
made in Nepal, Bhutan, Assam, and south and southeast Tibet. It
grows abundantly in the open, on rocky slopes, in mixed forests
and in rhododendron forests, at elevations of 9,500-14,000 feet. R.
campylocarpum ssp. campylocarpum is quite variable in habit. It is
usually an upright shrub or small tree, although it has also been found
growing to twenty feet in the wild. It has elliptic leaves and nodding,
bell-shaped cream to yellow flowers, sometimes with a basal blotch.
The style is glabrous to glandular in the basal half or sometimes less
than half.
R. campylocarpum
ssp. caloxanthum
differs from ssp.
campylocarpum
in that it is much
smaller growing
and has a more
rounded habit. Ssp.
caloxanthum has
small, orbicular
leaves which are
blue-green, at least
R. campylocarpum
when young, and
has flowers which are
a paler yellow than
ssp. campylocarpum.
It looks much
like a yellow R.
williamsianum.
Ssp. caloxanthum is
also found further
east than ssp.
R. campylocarpum
R. campylocarpum
camylocarpum along
Walter Hood Fitch
Image: Garth Wedemire
the Yunnan/Burma/
Tibet border.
The above description and the images on this page should conjure up feelings of déjà vu among regular
readers of this rag, as they are repeated from one of the series on Species and Their Hybrids contained in the March
2014 edition of The Yak. You may just consider this a refresher on one of the finest yellow species in cultivation,
without the distraction of some of its blowsy hybrids. Yes, I know that you had been hoping for this.
R. campylocarpum ssp.campylocarpum is abundant in all areas of Sikkim but particularly widespread in the
northern part of the state. The following pages show a few images of the species growing in situ, showing some of the
scrubby habitat in which these plants thrive. 										
										Sean Rafferty
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