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This Month’s Meeting
Date: Wednesday, April 19 , 2017 @ 7:30 pm
th

Topic: Royal Horticultural Society’s gardens at Wisley.
Speaker: Margaret Cadwaladr
Plant Sales: Kirsten Martin
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Fraser South Rhododendron Society
is a chapter of the
American Rhododendron Society

april is one of the finest months to visit
the Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden. Do
yourself a favour and enjoy its stunning beauty.
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Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the
third Wednesday of each month
(except June, July and August) at:
Langley Mennonite Fellowship Church
20997- 40th. Street
Langley BC

Quick Hits

R. schlippenbachii
RSBG
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This Month:

Our speaker will be Margaret Cadwaladr making us truly envious while
showing images and telling us all about the Royal Horticultural Society’s
famous gardens at Wisley
Margaret Cadwaladr was born in Vancouver, BC. She earned a Masters
degree from the University of British Columbia where she developed her
interest in autobiography, life story and garden history. She has been published
locally and internationally in magazines, newspapers and journals including
GardenWise and Pacific Horticulture. She is author of Canadian bestseller In
Veronica’s Garden: The Social History of the Milner Gardens and Woodland. In
Veronica’s Garden was a finalist for an international award given by the Council
on Botanical and Horticultural libraries for an “outstanding contribution to
the literature of horticulture or botany.”
She has given readings or lectures at a number of locations, both local and
From the Editor
international. These include:
National Botanic Garden, Dublin, Glin Castle, Ireland, Longwood Gardens,
Pennsylvania,Garden Writers National Symposium, Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, Federation of BC Writers AGM, New
England Garden Show, Boston, Massachusetts, Canada Blooms, Toronto, Ontario, North West Flower and Garden
Show, Seattle, VanDusen Flower & Garden Show, Victoria Flower & Garden Show, Island Book Fair, Nanaimo,
Qualicum Beach Historical Society, Numerous garden, historical and non-profit organizations

Next Month:
Good Grief! It is almost time for the
Justly Famous Fraser South Rhododendron
Society Beer Bottle Truss Show. Please hone you
secateurs and prepare yourselves for the premier
event of the rhododendron season. As always the
Rules of Engagement will be published in all of
their usual clarity in next month’s edition of The
Yak. So please start to check out your proven
winners from years gone by and those that may
now show promise and gently coax them into
their training regimen in order to be in peak,
mid-season form come the judgement day. As you
know the best performers reside at the top of the
plant. There will be boodles of classes for you to
enter your finest trusses. Make an effort to collect
as many as you can and enter your champions in each and every class.

Other Duties As Assigned:

Chris Klapwijk and John Dodd, each have their doctorates in hospitality and have each been showered with
multitudes of ribbons from Le Cordon Bleu. These gentlemanly geniuses of gastronomy will don their aprons and
minister comfort to you all during the coffee and calorie socialisation at the next general meeting. Your own offerings
of dessert nibblies will be welcomed.
Spring, such as it is, has begun to slouch in. You must have, by now, found your way into the garden and
discovered the odd treasure with which you might be willing to part. Please drag it along to the raffle table and allow it
to bring joy to other fine folks within the club.

The Yak April 2017

Page 3

The Calendar:
Wednesday, April 19
Langley Mennonite Hall

Fraser South Rhododendron Society
Margaret Cadwaladr: The RHS Gardens at Wisley

Thursday, April 20
7:30 pm Van Dusen

The Vancouver Rhododendron Society
Ken Webb: Propagation of Rhododendrons

Saturday, April 22
9:00 am- 2:00 pm

South Burnaby Annual Plant Sale
7405 Royal Oak Avenue, Burnaby. (In front of All Saints Church)

Sunday, April 23
10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Open Garden and Plant Sale. Fearing’s Farm
5376 Ross Road

Saturday, May 6
10:00 am - 3:00 pm
Park and Tilford Gardens

Vancouver Rhododendron Society
Annual Show and Sale
333 Brooksbank Avenue, North Vancouver

Wednesday, May 17
Langley Mennonite Hall

Fraser South Rhododendron Society
Annual Justly Famous Beer Bottle Truss Show

Saturday, June 3

Fraser South Annual Potluck Picnic

Saturday, June 10
3:00 pm 6559 Balsam St.

Vancouver Rhododendron Society
Annual Potluck Picnic

The Business Stuff:

Harold and Ginny Fearing would like to invite you to:
An Open Garden
Sunday, April 23, 2017,
10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Fearing’s Farm Rhododendrons
5376 Ross Road, Abbotsford, BC
We now have some 1500 rhododendrons, 1100 of which are species, distributed in an
informal way around a patch of woodland.
Some pictures of the garden can be found in the Picture Gallery
section of www.fearing.ca.

Rhododendron sales: The nursery will be open for sales and local
grower Sue Klapwijk will be there also offering some of her very
special plants, varieties not available at local nurseries.
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More Business Stuff:

RHODODENDRONS IN THE
REDWOODS

ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
AMERICAN RHODODENDRON SOCIETY
EUREKA, CALIFORNIA
APRIL 27-30, 2017

Register now for the American Rhododendron Society’s annual spring Convention April 27-30, 2017. The
Eureka Chapter will host the convention which will bring visitors to world-famous Humboldt County, California
from across the nation, Canada and around the world. Top notch speakers will be featured every day, along with tours
of redwood forests, private and public gardens, azalea reserves and Victorian architecture.
The Red Lion Hotel will be our
host hotel, with a rate of $99
Humboldt Botanical
R. occidentale
per night per room plus tax. The
Garden
rate includes a full breakfast and
an airport shuttle. Thursday and
Sunday events will be held at
the hotel. The new state-of-theart Sequoia Conference Center,
three blocks from the Red Lion
Rhododendron occidentale
Hotel, will be our meeting and banqueting venue Friday and Saturday.
Visitors can walk to the conference center, take the shuttle or drive;
abundant parking is available at the center.
For many ARS members, seeing the Redwoods (Sequoia sempervirens) is high on the “bucket list”, as are the rugged
North Coast of California with its Rhododendron macrophyllum and Stagecoach Hill,
the home of the Smith-Mossman 1966 collections of Rhododendron occcidentale
azaleas.
In addition to the area’s redwood parks and other natural wonders, Eureka and
its neighboring towns abound with well-preserved Victorian homes displaying the
famous Queen Anne “Carpenter Gothic” style. The Carson Mansion (now a private
club) is the most famous example
from the late 19th century era of
the lumber barons in northwestern
California.
Eureka is served by United
Express
twice daily from San
Singing Tree Gardens
The Carson Mansion
Francisco. Flying to San Francisco
and transferring to Eureka is the
usual air transport option. Renting a car in San Francisco and driving
to Eureka is a very scenic alternative. Drive time from San Francisco is about seven hours, through the wine country
with its rolling hills and on north through the Coast Range mountains and redwood forests. From the north, PenAir
flies from Portland, Oregon to the Eureka/Arcata airport. An alternative to flying directly to Eureka from Portland
might be to fly to Crescent City or to Medford, Oregon, then rent a car. Drive time from Crescent City is about two
hours; from Medford about four hours. Both routes are quite scenic, with wild rivers, rugged mountains and redwood
forests well worth visiting. Several car rental agencies operate at the Eureka/Arcata airport. The Red Lion Hotel offers
free shuttle service for convention attendees to and from the Eureka/Arcata airport. However you choose to get here,
we look forward to hosting you and showing you our beautiful northwest corner of California.				
More information at www.eurekarhody.org
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Even More Business Stuff:

Please follow this link to the most incredible Rhododendron tour ever undertaken

R. konori
RSBG
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Shirley’s Bloomers

R. mucronulatum
‘Crater’s Edge’

R. .dendrocharis
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R. edgeworthii

R. gorei
Tibetan form of R. nuttallii
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R. davidsonianum
‘Ruth Lyons’

Pseudotrillium
rivale
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The Book Cart
		
Azaleas, Their Care and Cultivation by Christopher Fairweather. Cassell
Publishers Limited, London, England. Text copyright ©Christopher
Fairweather 1988. First published in 1988 by Century Hutchinson Ltd.,
First paperback edition 1990. Printed and bound in Hong Kong. 96 pages,
List of colour plates (54 plants in total) in alphabetical order right at the
beginning of the book. 8 black and white illustrations and diagrams, Index.
ISBN 0-304-34006-5
The Author: Christopher Fairweather’s interest in rhododendrons and
azaleas began when he was working at Exbury Gardens near Beaulieu,
Hampshire. After returning from a project in Kenya to England in 1960, he
started Fairweather’s Garden Centre in Beaulieu, Hampshire. He continued
to be engaged at Exbury Gardens as manager and in 1974, returned to his
own business in Beaulieu. He has studied rhododendrons, azaleas and camellias around the world.
Azaleas, Their Care and Cultivation is an excellent companion book to Rhododendrons and Azaleas for your
Garden, also written by Christopher Fairweather. In the Introduction to this book, Edmund de Rothschild mentions
that this is a comprehensive and practical book giving those readers who are so fortunate to live in areas of lime-free
soil much information required to choose and grow azaleas to enhance our gardens. Those who do not have lime-free
soil are still able to grow these plants in containers.
In Fairweather’s own Introduction chapter
in the book, he recounts the steps the team at Exbury
Gardens took to take perfect plants of species Azaleas to
prepare them for the Chelsea Garden Show in London.
The book is arranged in standard fashion, starting with
A History of Azaleas, and follow-up chapters which
cover Cultivation, Propagation, The Future, Pests and
Diseases, Using Azaleas in the Garden, Recommended
Varieties, Companion Plants for Azaleas, Gardens to
Visit, before he ends with a good Index. The Index
gives the botanical names in italics, common names in
single quotation marks and first letter capitalization.
Page numbers follow in each listing. Each colour plate
throughout the book gives an excellent description
of the species or hybrid azalea. Example: CARAT Ht
6 ft. 6 in. (2m) H4/5 May/June This is an exciting
new hybrid which flowers well into June. It is, like
‘Diorama’, a hybrid of R. viscosum, and it has inherited
the exquisite honeysuckle fragrance of its parent. The
flowers are orange-red and they appear after many
azaleas have finished flowering.
The book discusses many of the very successful
azaleas which grow in our part of the world. The
chapter on Recommended Varieties is especially useful
as the information is organized into a chart listing
the azaleas by colour, hardy azaleas, tall and medium, special flower forms, special foliage effects, deciduous azaleas,
evergreen azaleas and final grouping, and azaleas for fragrance.
										Margaret Hodgson
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Rhododendron cinnabarinum ssp.
cinnabarinum (Epithet: cinnabar-red)

Rhododendrons of Sikkim

Joseph Dalton Hooker discovered R. cinnabarinum ssp.
cinnabarinum in 1849 in the Sikkim Himalaya, although it is also
distributed throughout Nepal, Bhutan and southeast Tibet at altitudes
between 7,000-13,500 feet. It grows in a variety of habitats including
pine, oak, fir, rhododendron, bamboo forests, scrub jungle and steep
open hillsides. The diversities of habitat, altitudinal range and wide
geographical distribution is cause for considerable variation in several
of it features.
Subsection Cinnabarina comprises R. cinnabarinum ssp.
cinnabarinum, ssp. xanthocodon (which also houses Concatenans
Group), ssp. tamaense and, R. keysii.
I shall only be concerned with describing ssp. cinnabarinum
at the moment as that was the only subspecies we found in Sikkim,
and shall later try, to briefly sort for you the rest of Subsection
Cinnabarina.
Ssp. cinnabarinum has
narrower leaves than ssp.
xanthacodon (and typically
without scales on the
upper surface) and has
flowers of red, orange,
yellow or a combination
of those colours.
Ssp. cinnabarinum
is the furthest west
population of the
Blandfordiiflorum Group
Subsection. It includes
the Blandfordiiflorum
Roylei Group
Group, with its bi- or
- tri-coloured flowers,
which are rather stunning,
but is quite susceptible
to powdery mildew.
Ssp. cinnabarinum also
contains the Roylei Group
of plants that has red to
R. cinnabarinum ssp. cinnabarinum
purple-red flowers with a
Carlos Reiffel
waxy bloom, also sublime,
which is less susceptible to powdery mildew.
It was interesting to note that in northern Sikkim, the
dominant form of ssp. cinnbarinum was the Blandfordiiflorum Group
with only few specimens of Roylei, while in western Sikkim the situation was reversed with Roylei paramount.
As noted earlier, Subsection Cinnabarina also holds two other subspecies, and the species R. keysii. These are
briefly described below, primarily for my benefit, in an attempt to relieve my constant state of confusion with this
Subsection. These notes were from Steve Hootman’s study groups held some time ago.
Generally described, they are all upright, evergreen (sometimes deciduous) shrubs with terminal or axillary
clusters of pendulous tubular to bell-shaped flowers with nectaries in their bases. The fragrant leaves are densely scaly
on their lower surface, and the leaves, when young, are often a glaucous blue green.
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Subspecies xanthocodon
- leaves more broad than in ssp. cinnabarinum, with persistent scales on the upper surface, giving them an
olive-green look.
- flowers broader in shape (tubular bell-shaped to bell-shaped) in various shades of yellow, orange, apricot or
purple (Purpurellum Group).
- the most eastern subspecies (Arunachal Pradesh, Bhutan and southeast Tibet).
- moderately susceptible to powdery mildew.
- includes Cocatenans Group with a rounded and more compact habit, large, broad glaucous leaves and
apricot-yellow flowers - only from the Pemako region of southeast Tibet.
- includes Purpurellum Group with small, rounded and dark green leaves, short, bell-shaped purple to rosepurple flowers. the first to bloom and the least susceptible to powdery mildew.
Subspecies tamaense
- leaves almost deciduous, glaucous-blue when young.
- the large bell-shaped flowers are purple with scales on the outside.
- disjunct in Burma and adjacent extreme northwest Yunnan.
R. keysii
- Tall and leggy, vigorous, evergreen shrubs .
- elliptic to lanceolate, non-glaucous leaves.
-flowers in clusters both terminal and in the upper leaf axils.
- the distinct narrowly tubular flowers are usually bi-coloured in shades of red to orange or salmon with lobes
of yellow or red, occasionally solid red or even yellow.
- native to the eastern Himalayas.

Ssp. xanthocodon
image: Garth Wedemire

Concatenans Group
image: Garth Wedemire

Purpurellum Group

Ssp. tamaense

image: Jens Birck

image: Garth Wedemire
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R. keysii
image: Hank Helm

Following, are images of R. cinnabarinum ssp. cinnabarinum Blandfordiiflorum Group in situ in North Sikkim

Amid the
R. glaucophyllum
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Ssp. Roylei
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