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Notes From the Chair

Nice Pink Rhodos

  I have a great weakness for pink. Perhaps it is because I always pictured 
myself as a ballerina in a pink tutu; perhaps it is because pink is one of the 
few colours I can wear that doesn’t make me look like a baked potato. It is a 
preference I don’t often trumpet, especially when surrounded by acolytes of all 
those sophisticated colours like ochre and taupe. Liking pink always makes me 
feel like a case of arrested development.
 Nevertheless, I will put on a brave front here and give you a listing of 
my favourite pink rhodos - keeping in mind that this is an inclusive (azaleas 

are eligible) but by no means complete 
inventory.
Mrs. G. W. Leak - This is the one. 
This is the one that got me started on 
rhododendrons. A landscape gardener 
of some perspicacity had planted three 
specimens on a berm in a cousin’s garden 
long before I had any garden to plan for, and 
I fell in love. Mrs. Leak has just the right 
amount of flamboyance, a lushness that stops 
just short of gaudy. I know the leaves are 
boring, and the overall shape is predictably 
bun shaped, but I forgive all for those three 
weeks of a pink that is good enough to eat. 
No other pink can compete with Mrs. Leak’s 

sparkling brightness. She leaves all the other pink, blotched, painted ladies in the 
dust. Mrs. Furnivall eat your heart out.
Blaauw’s Pink - This compact azalea is one of those that catch my eye every 
time I see it in a nursery. It took me a long to time figure out that I was being 
charmed by the same plant each time - sort of the way one sees a recipe in the 
newspaper and clips it out because it looks really interesting, only to find  you 

have four other editions of the same 
recipe collected over the years. It 
only grows to about 4’ at maturity 
and is so floriferous that its small 
evergreen leaves are entirely obscured 
at blossom time. The colour of its 
slightly fragrant hose-in-hose blossoms is almost impossible to describe. 
I have seen pink, coral, salmon, and even soft salmon peach pink, which 
probably comes closest to the mark, although without mention of the hot 
pink blotch at the centre it isn’t entirely accurate. Looking on the web for 
a suitable image was pointless. There wasn’t a photo that came even close, 
at least on my screen. Its strong, warmed-pink colour is unique, and a 
welcome addition to the garden. 
Kermesina Rose - I couldn’t find out much information about the 
development of this dainty, low-growing evergreen azalea, other than it 
is apparently extremely hardy. Only reaching 1 - 11/2’ it is covered in the 

From the President
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spring with tiny, clear pink blossoms with a white picotee edge. 
Not usually a fan of picotee - it often looks too flashy or too 
fussy - somehow this one doesn’t trouble me. Here, the narrow 
white edge just makes the blossoms look sprightly.
Pink Walloper - And how could we discuss pink rhodos 
without including members of the kingly grex that includes 
Lem’s Monarch, Pink Walloper, and Point Defiance. Lem’s 
Monarch is the name that came on the specimen we planted, 
and what a specimen it is. This is the plant that stops passers-
by in their tracks, with 6-8” blossoms of a lovely dense white 
with bright pink margins. Not a plant for the faint of heart or 
the small garden, the new growth on a vigorous young plant 
is often 12 - 14”. Its leaves are long, sturdy, nicely green, and 
provide an impressive background to the rest of the garden. It 
is in all ways spectacular a plant, and its sheer exuberance in 
blossom reduces me to giggles every time.

R. souliei - This species has a reputation for specific 
needs, which we have somehow been able to provide in 
our garden. Reaching a height anywhere between 4 - 15’, 
it has a great dislike of wet feet. It is probably only the 
poor and rocky soil we have ours planted in that has 
allowed it to survive in our wet rain forest micro climate. 
Although there is  significant variation in the blossoms, 
they are all of the pink on white theme. The striping of 
the pink down the dense, white, cup-shaped blossoms is 
attractive, but it is the little pink pixie hats created by the 
relatively large and substantial calyx that set this rhodo 
apart. Definitely a reward of the up-close view, it is charming nevertheless.

R. schlippenbachii - Everything about 
this plant is graceful. Its mid-green, 
paddle-shaped leaves are arranged 
in attractive whorls of five, and they 
often provide a spectacular display of 
yellow and scarlet during the autumn. 
It has an airy, tiered habit, more 
so in a slightly shaded garden. The 
blossoms are largish at 31/2 to 4 1/2”, 
and of a gossamer texture, but it is the 
astoundingly clear pink colour that 
charms. Appearing in the spring over 
dark, almost bare branches they look 
like a cloud of pink butterflies hovering 
in the middle of the garden. 
A glimpse of early sunshine peeking 
through newly opened schlippenbachii 
blossoms is the very definition of 
spring.
  Brenda Macdonald
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Last Month: 
  was our Annual General Meeting and Dessert Extravaganza. A fine 
looking and convivial group of rhododendron obsessives gathered together to 
hear that their good ship, ‘Fraser South’ was financially buoyant and her course 
was true. Noteworthy, amidst all the financial data, was the conspicuous part 
our monthly plant raffle assumed in the clubs fiscal health; a gentle reminder to 
those who are busying themselves in their gardens during this wee bit of      

           February warmth.

   Our dessert table was sumptuous and once again cemented the belief that we are the most pampered 
group in the rhododendron club firmament. Furthermore we were treated to four pictorial presentations. Garth 
Wedemire gave us glorious visuals of his and Sue’s travels afar, and several stunnning images of sunsets from their 
home balcony. Harold Fearing delighted us with  lovely images and descriptions of his most unlikely and unusual 
rhododendrons. Scot Henney, who had travelled to the picturesqe Shropshire  market town of Ludlow, allowed us 
to travel there also. His images, interestingly, displayed a large number of British soldiers marching about the place; 
doubtlessly playing the centuries old game of keeping the Welsh on their own side of the border. Bill Bischoff, then 
took the stage and showed us a vast number of gorgeous images of meconopsis. It was all glorious fun.

 Time was also taken to welcome Chuck Floyd to the club executive as a new director. Chuck will bring with 
him a wealth of experience and energy from his long service with the Peace Arch Rhododendron Society. Our club is 
indeed fortunate and we very much wish to thank Chuck for stepping up.

 The AGM is also the opportunity to acknowledge the extraordinary service that some club members have 
provided to the Chapter. Two American Rhododendron Society Bronze 
medals were awarded that evening as well as the Ella J. Crabb Memorial 
service award.  Two other awards are awaiting presentation, and after this has 
been completed, all will be written up in next month’s newsletter.

This Month:
 Bill Bischoff will treat us to an examination of the genus gentiana. 
His love and in depth knowledge of the alpine world will make our evening 
both educational and enjoyable. The Asiatic species of gentian will flaunt 
themselves most prominently and if time permits, their European cousins 
may make an appearance.

Next month:
 Is the month when spring finally returns. Coincidently, it is also the month when Steve Hootman will revisit 
us and display the beauty and wonder of species rhododendrons. Steve is the Executive Director of the Rhododendron 
Species Foundation Botanical Garden, in Federal Way, Washington, and a most entertaining and dynamic speaker. 
Do not miss his lecture. 

Other Duties as Assigned:
 Cherry Groves and Joan McGivron will be occupying the kitchen and preparing our refreshments at the 
next meeting. They will welcome, I am sure, any contributions you may wish to bring along to the goodies table . For 
those with memories as poor as mine, there is a Refreshment Duty Roster for 2013 which may be printed should you 
wish, and anyone who wishes to add their names can always call Arlene Darby. And while we are discussing bringing, 
please remember that the raffle table will be dusted off after a two months absence and will enjoy having its strength 
put to the test, as will your trowels.
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The Business Stuff:
   This email came from the ARS Convention Registrar, Connie Klein 

“Could you send a reminder notice to all planing to attend the ARS Convention, May 1st.-5th., 2013, to be reminded 
that the convention registration forms need to be postmarked no later than 28th., February, 2013 if they want to take 
advantage of the lower registration rate?  Thank you, Connie Klein”

The Calendar:

Wednesday, February 20
7:30pm

Fraser South Rhododendron Society
Bill Bischoff
Gentiana of Asia and Europe

Thursday, February 21
7:30pm

Vancouver Rhododendron Society
Dr. Brian White, Royal Rhodes University

Wedneday March 13
7:30pm 

Alpine Garden Club of BC
Loren Russell: “Losing It! Why did all my Alpines die?”

Wednesday March 20
7:30pm

Fraser South Rhododendron Society
Steve Hootman, Species Rhododendrons (TBA)

Thursday March 21
7:30pm

Vancouver Rhododendron Society
Steve Hootman Species Rhododendrons (TBA)

Wednesday April 10
7:30pm

Alpine Garden Club of BC
Jan and Dave Dobak: “Some Scottish Gardens”

Wednesday April 17
7:30pm

Fraser South Rhododendron Society
Norma Senn: “A Tour of  Private Victoria Gardens”

Wednesday April 18
7:30pm

Vancouver Rhododendron Society
Andy Hill: Curator, Asian Garden, UBC Botanical Garden

Saturday April 20
!0:00am-3:00pm

Fraser South Rhododendron Society Plant Sale
United Church Hall 5673 - 200th Street, Langley BC

Felis catus‘Ratso’,
( selected forma )

 
Office manager at 
‘The Yak’, is eager 

to attend the 
convention
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LEMON MOUSSE    (from Martie Irwin)
 
185g caster sugar 
3 large eggs, separated 
Juice and grated zest of 2 lemons 
3 tsp powdered gelatine 
300ml double cream 
Grated dark chocolate 

MERINGUE TOPPED RHUBARB    (from Karen Linton)
  
2 cups flour
2 Tbsp. sugar
1/2 cup butter
pinch of salt
5-6 cups rhubarb, cut fine
6 egg yolks
1 cup cream
2 cups sugar
1/4 tsp. salt
1/4 cup flour
Add a bit of fresh ground nutmeg

 
 
      

Incredible Edibles

Whisk the sugar and egg yolks together in a large bowl until 
pale and thick. 
Whisk in the lemon juice and zest. 
In a small bowl, combine 100ml boiling water with the 
gelatine and whisk until it dissolves, then add to the yolk 
mixture. 
In another bowl, beat the cream until soft peaks form, then 
fold into the yolk mixture. 
In yet another bowl, whisk the egg whites until stiff peaks 
form and fold into the cream mixture. 
Pour into a large serving dish (or 6 small ones), cover with 
clingfilm and chill for 6 hours or overnight. 
Serve sprinkled with chocolate.

Blend 2 cups flour, 2 tbsp.sugar, butter & pinch of salt.
Put in lightly greased pan.
Bake at 350 F. for 15 mins.
Beat egg yolks slightly; add remaining ingredients and pour 
over baked layer. Bake 45 mins.
Add meringue topping and bake another 15 mins.

Topping
6 egg whites
3/4 cup of sugar
1 tbsp. vanilla
1/4 tsp. salt
Beat egg whites; add sugar one Tbsp. at a time. 
Add vanilla & salt.

 From our annual Dessert Extravaganza came the clarion call for the three delectable delicacies noted below. Try one, 
try them all. Try all of them sequentially for your breakfast, giving you a proper start to the day.
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Incredible Edibles
WELSH CAKES    (from Sean Rafferty)

3 cups flour
1 1/2 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp baking soda
1 1/4 tsp. salt
1 cup sugar
3 tsp. freshly grated nutmeg
1 cup butter
1 cup currants
2 eggs
6 tbsp. milk

Combine all dry ingredients.
Cut in butter and add currants.
Beat eggs with milk and add to dry ingredients, mixing well.
Divide mixture into two or three parts for easy handling.
Roll out 1/4 inch thick onto a  floured board.
Cut into rounds with a cookie cutter or a glass.
Bake in an electric frying pan, or an electric griddle ( 300 degrees ) or a 
heavy skillet on moderate heat. Do not grease the pan.
Each cake takes about 5 minutes on each side.

Editors note: There are some lily-gilding Philistines who recomend 
spreading jam on these choice morsels, however, the Macdonald / Rafferty 
household takes them straight-up, or with a piece of sharp cheese.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Left: in the foreground at 
the RSF Botanical Garden 
Rutherford Conservatory, 

is R. walongense.  

Right: R. walongense 
displaying its manificient 

exfoliating bark.

           

              Images: S. Rafferty
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The Book Cart   
    

          
 

“Rhododendrons in the Landscape,” by Sonja Nelson
Timber Press Inc., Portland, Oregon, 2000.
215 pages, 51 colour photos, 19 tables, approx. 9 black and white drawing, 
Bibliography, hardbound, US$29.95
ISBN 0-88192-440-7

 Sonja Nelson is 
the former editor 

of the Journal American Rhododendron Society. She has a 
degree in English from Smith College and in journalism from 
Western Washington State College. She hails from Excelsior, 
Minnesota, is a Master Gardener, and tends her own landscape 
of rhododendrons near Mount Vernon, Washington.
 “Rhododendrons in the Landscape” will give the 
reader tangible help, as each chapter of this book visits a public 
or private garden and analyzes the limitations that have been 
circumvented to successfully exhibit an affecting landscape. 
“Rhododendrons” presents the gardener with a wide range of 
colour, textures and forms as well as shapes and sizes for use in 
the garden. The challenge is to successfully see the larger picture 
of how to coordinate all into a pleasing landscape in your 
garden. Sonja Nelson presents many possibilities in this book.
 As with most books, she opens this with a history of 
landscaping with rhododendrons. In the second chapter, she lays 
out the principles of designing a landscape by stressing the need 
for unity, plant harmony, and movement. As she takes the reader 
through the chapters she offers very practical advice, such as 
taking inventory of the site, drawing plans on paper, narrowing 
down choices, choosing companion plants, and improving the 
site.
 Some chapters deal with specific details such as the rock 
garden, mixed borders, a collector’s garden, or a native plant garden. One chapter is devoted entirely to dealing with 
a small or urban garden and stresses what the limitations will be. The focus of the garden will be determined by facts 
such as high fences or existing trees in the garden, the path of sunshine into the garden though the seasons, storage 
facilities on site and many other considerations.
 The last chapter of the book is titled ‘Special Features’ and covers unusual uses of rhododendrons such as 
hedges, or making an island in a sea of lawn by having a collection of rhododendrons break up a large expanse  to 
give the illusion of space to a garden. She also suggests using rhododendrons as accents for drab entranceways and 
niches, using them as bonsai, espalier and topiary to get unusual shapes into the garden and, of course, using them in 
large containers to add accents to decks, patios or borders. Rhododendrons provide coziness, can serve as transitions 
between garden areas, or can theatrically focus the eye on a centre spot in your garden. The nineteen tables are 
extremely useful. Each table gives the name, hardiness zone, plant size in ten years, plant form (rounded, upright, 
open, compact etc), foliage texture and lastly flower colour.     Continued on page 9
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 Table 1:    Evergreen Rhododendrons, traditional leaves
 Table 2:    Evergreen Rhododendrons, narrow leaves
 Table 3:    Evergreen Rhododendrons, egg shape or oval leaves
 Table 4:    Deciduous Rhododendrons
 Table 5:    Sun-tolerant Rhododendrons
 Table 6:    Rhododendrons making single or multi-stemmed trees when mature
 Table 7:    Companion Plants, trees
 Table 8:    Evergreen Azaleas
 Table 9:    Rhododendrons with creeping habit
 Table 10:  Companion Plants, shrubs
 Table 11:  Companion plants, herbaceous perennials
 Table 12   Companion Plants, ferns and mosses
 Table 13:  Vireya Rhododendrons hybrids
 Table 14:  Native North American Companions, small trees
 Table 15:  Native North American Companions, shrubs
 Table 16:  Native North American Companions, herbaceous perennials
 Table 17:  Native North American Companions, ericaceous companions
 Table 18:  Rhododendrons suitable as single specimens
 Table 19   Fragrant Rhododendrons

Each table is tied into a chapter to illustrate how she uses specific rhododendrons to fill landscapes problems or 
accents.
A most useful book!
          Margaret Hodgson

 

image: courtesy S. Rafferty

R. rex ssp. fictolacteum, Yunnan, China



The Yak February 2013 Page 10

distinctive, widely elliptic leaves with hairy/bristly margins, upper surfaces and petioles. The inflorescence consists of 
one or two flattened or saucer-shaped, white flowers, sometimes tinged pink, with striking chocolate brown anthers. A 
large, flesh coloured, hairy calyx is a further embellishment to the flower.
 In the wild, R. leucaspis grows between 8,000 and 10,000 feet. In cultivation, it prospers in milder zone 8 
gardens, but is distressingly susceptible to having its flower buds blasted by hard frosts, as shown in the example above. 
H.H. Davidian, in ‘The Rhododendron Species Volume 1, Lepidotes”,  factually remarks, “When it escapes the frost, 
it is of exquisite beauty when adorned with a profusion of white flowers in clusters of one or two.” It is certainly a plant 
worth introducing to your garden, even if it means pushing envelope a little.

R. leucaspis ( epithet: White Shield )

 This rather beautiful plant was discovered by Frank Kingdon Ward 
at Musi La, along the  Tsangpo Gorge, southeast Tibet, in November, 1924. 
Specimens were found growing as bushy undershrubs, prostrate on mossy 
rocks, on cliffs, and epiphytic in moss-clad trees. It was reintroduced in 2001 
from the Indian northeastern state of Arunachal Pradesh. R. leucaspis is very 
closely related to R. megeratum which differs by having less hairy, cream or 
yellow flowers. 
 R. leucaspis is a low, mounding species with bristly branchlets and 
lovely smooth reddish-brown peeling bark as the plant matures. It has 

Species 
and their 
Hybrids

R. leucapsis:  painting by Carlos Reifel from
”The Rhododendron” Vol. 1, 

Edited by Leslie Urquart,

 image: courtesy hirsutum.info

image: courtesy S. Rafferty

 R. leucaspis, showing the bristly leaves and a frost-blasted bud
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 R. leucaspis blooms at a young age, often after only four or five years when grown from seed. This 
precociousness is demonstrated by the fact that Lord Aberconway, of Bodnant Garden, Tal-y-Cafn, Wales, managed to 
produce his hybrid. R. ‘Valapsis’, (R. valentinianum x R. leucaspis), by 1928, when R. leucaspis was only discovered in 
November, 1924. 
     
 Many fine hybridisers from the British Isles, Europe, New Zealand and both coasts of North America are 
still registering R. leucaspis in their crosses and producing scores of lovely results. One of which numbers as one of my 
all- time favourite plants: the Rothschild hybrid R. ‘Snow Lady’ (R. leucaspis x R. ciliatum). ‘Snow Lady’ retains the 
wonderful reddish-brown exfoliating bark of both her parents and blooms early and profusely. Her flowers resemble 
those of R. leucaspis, although slightly larger, but with the same chocolate brown anthers. The leaves retain the 
fuzziness of both parents but R. ‘Snow Lady’ is pleasingly hardier than either of them. 

 R. ‘Snow Lady’s  hardiness is 10° F greater than either of her parents. This is a massive amplification of 
hardiness from two such relatively tender parents. Can this phenomenon be readily explained by heterosis ( hybrid 
vigour, genetic magic? ), or is there something else at play? I know little of hybridising and even less of genetics, but I 
am aware that our club has several brilliant minds that may help explain this. A letter to the editor might be nice. 

 Of course, there are equally fine R. leucaspis hybrid progeny aside from R. ‘Snow Lady.’ A smattering appear 
below.
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 						Sean	Rafferty

R. ‘Snow Lady’
R. leucaspis x R. ciliatum

The Rothschild Estate, Exbury, 1955
    image: courtesy S. Rafferty
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R. ‘Eider’

R. minus Carolinianum Group 
x R. leucaspis

Peter A. Cox,1967

R. ’Quaver’

R. leucaspis x R. sulphureum

The Rothschild Estate, Exbury, 1950

image: courtesy Susan Lightburn

R. ‘Ptarmigan’

R. leucaspis x R. orthocladum var. 
microleucum

Peter A. Cox, 1965 

image: courtesy Susan Lightburn

image: courtesy hirsutum.info
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R. ‘Meadowgold’
 

R. burmanicum x R. ‘Lemon Mist’

R. W. Scott, 1967

R. ‘Sanderling’

R. dauricum ‘Hokkaido’ x R. 
leucaspis

Peter A. Cox, 1970

R. ‘Valaspis’

R. valentinianum 
x R. leucaspis

Lord Aberconway, 1928

image: courtesy Garth Wedemire

image: courtesy hirsutum.info

image: courtesy Red Cavender
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Fraser South Rhododendron Society - Refreshment Duty List for 2013

January 16th, 2013

     Carla and Bill Bischoff
     Maureen and Richelle Renton
     Sue Wedemire

February 20th, 2013

     Cherry Groves
     Joan McGiveron

March 20th, 2013

     Alan and Wenonah March
     Ken Parker
     Arlene Darby

April 17th, 2013

     Bev Hansen
     Evelyn Jensen

May 15th, 2013

     Chris Klapwijk
     Chuck Floyd
     Lois and Bryan Williams

September 18th, 2013

     Margaret and Chris Hodgson
     Josephine Wright

October 16th, 2013

     Rosemary Prufer
     Karen Linton and Larry Morton

November 20th, 2013

     Colleen Bojczuk
     Ginny and Harold Fearing

December ?, 2013 

     Christmas Party


