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Meetings are held at 7:30 p.m. on the
third Wednesday of each month
(except June, July and August) at:
United Church Hall
5673 - 200th Street
Langley BC

This Month’s Meeting
Date:

Wednesday, December 11th., 2013

Fraser South’s Annual Christmas
Potluck Dinner and Festive Frolic
Time:

(early) Set-up at 6:00 pm
Commencement at 6:30 pm
2013 Officers

President:

Brenda Macdonald 604-990-5353

Past Pres:

Bill Bischoff

604-589-6134

Vice Pres:

Chris Hodgson

604-541-2382

Secretary:

Margaret Hodgson

604-541-2382

Treasurer:

Harold Fearing

604-857-4136

Directors:

Chuck Floyd

604-541-2884

Ginny Fearing

604-857-4136

Nancy Moore

604-859-3690

Programme:

Sean Rafferty

604-990-5353

Membership:

Evelyn Jensen

604-857-5663

Newsletter:

Sean Rafferty

604-990-5353

Librarian:

Joan McGiveron

604-538-9347

Website:

Chris Klapwijk

604-581-0925

Social Convenor:

Karen Linton

604-888-6564

Refreshments:

Arlene Darby

604-597-1849

BCCGC Liaison:

Bill Bischoff

604-589-6134

December 11th at 6:30pm
will possibly be the highlight
of your festive season.
Please remember to let us
know if there are any recipes
from the Christmas Potluck
that you might wish us to
publish in the February
edition of ‘The Yak’

Notes From the Chair
red is for christmas
There is no shortage of reds in the rhododendron world. I have a couple
of quotes rattling around in my head for which I cannot find the appropriate
attribution, but both of which have a least a grain of truth to them. The first
posited that given a choice, you could count on the man in the family to go for
a red rhododendron every time. The second was from (I am sure) some English
female gardener, who said that rhododendrons had no place in her garden
because the shrubs themselves were just boring green blobs, and the transient
flowers were too large, too fleshy, and rather rude looking.
Clearly the goal here is to
From the President satisfy the family’s need for red
rhododendrons without falling into the green, blobby bush/rude, fleshy
flower trap. And the best way to do that is by looking first at the species
rhododendrons before moving on to some of the really superior hybrids.
The colour red is so widespread in the rhodo world that you
can have them in sizes ranging from creeping shrublet (R. forrestii),
through small tree (R. thomsonii), right up to the towering R. arboreum,
the defining rhododendron of Nepal.
Subsection Barbata has many fine reds. As a group they are
blessed with smooth, peeling, plum-mahogany coloured bark. They
are all fairly bristly, particularly visible at the centre of the leaf whorl.
The reds tend to be scarlet rather than crimson, and the blossoms have
R. barbatum
nectar pouches. Most members of this subsection have the added bonus
of bronzy new growth, and perulae (bud scales) that are bright red and
appear almost like a second blossoming as the new growth expands.
R. barbatum itself will grow up to 20 feet, and looks, one must admit,
a bit like a drawing of the quintessential rhododendron. Its moundlike habit and whorls of long, deep green, slightly dependent leaves
supporting a large crimson ball of densely-packed flowers looks like
something a child (or I) would produce when asked to draw a picture
of a rhododendron bush. R. erosum is a favourite if only for the joy of
looking down at the patterns formed by the bristles in the centre of the
leaf whorl and the deep colour of its new growth. Its close relative and
almost-doppleganger R. exasperatum is slightly more attractive, slightly
more tender, and exasperated on us almost immediately.
R. erosum, new growth
Subsection Neriiflora is another source of good, if somewhat
smaller stature reds. The low and compact R. haematodes has almost
impossibly shiny, scarlet, wax-like bells, often with a substantial calyx,
spread out in a lax truss over the deep green leaves. R. forrestii can
develop as a wonderful creeping shrublet with deep scarlet or crimson
outsized bells lying atop small dark green leaves. And finally for this
group, the exotic ones: R. sanguinium ssp. didymum and ssp. sanguinium
var. haemaleum with their blackish-crimson blossoms (the deepest reds
of the genus), and R. neriiflorum var. neriiflorum ‘Rosevallon’ with its
leaf-undersides of deep burgundy
R. strigillosum, is easily identified by its very distinctive bristly,
narrow, and strongly recurved leaves. In the spring its bright pink
perulae curl back from the very upright new growth before the leaves
R. forrestii
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R. sanguinium ssp. sanguinium var. haemaleum

expand further and spread out like pale green
fireworks. It is not only a great garden specimen
itself, but is the parent of such perennial favourites
as the very similar ‘Etta Burrows’, and the siblings
‘Taurus’ (with the red growth buds) and ‘Grace
Seabrook’ (with the green).
Then there is R. thomsonii. In contrast to
strigillosum, thomsonii has smooth, almost orbicular
leaves and no bristles. Its leaves always look fatly
friendly to me, or perhaps just self-satisfied. The
blossoms are deep crimson bells, with a large cupshaped calyx either in coordinating blood red, or
contrasting yellowish-green. No matter what the
colour, the shape and size of the calyces put one in
mind of pixie hats, adding to the impression of a
very jolly bush indeed.
And if one is to consider red rhodos one cannot
dismiss ‘Redwood’, a 1970 Hobbie hybrid that,
while it has only a pale pink and speckled blossom,
has lovely leaves, and stems that take two years to
fade from the deep red of the new growth. In fact
this rhododendron provides such a nice contract
between the green leaves and red branches it was
our Christmas Tree of choice for a number of
years, until it got too big to carry in and out in a
cold December.
Brenda Macdonald
Images: courtesy hirsutun.info

R. neriiflorum var. neriiflorum ‘Rosevallon’

R. thomsonii

R. strigillosum
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Last Month:
Bill Terry enlightened us to the genus Meconopsis in all its forms, with
an emphasis on the blue poppies, both species and hybrids. It was a brilliant
lecture delivered elegantly with a dash of whimsy and supported by delightfully
exquisite images. I could gush on a little longer but prefer to surrender the
floor to our fine colleague Scot Henney, who has kindly sent us his view of the
evening.
		

Poppies from the roof of the world

From our November speaker, Bill Terry, we had an uncomplicated subject
combined with a very lucid and engaging presentation. To find the blue poppy,
FROM THE EDITOR
Bill has travelled to its native habitat in the Himalayas and he has grown
many examples in his own garden. I shall remember his talk, both for the basic
information about the blue poppy and for a few words I will
describe later.
M. x grandis
The proper name of the species Himalayan Blue Poppy
is Meconopsis baileyi. Because of its tendency to hybridize readily,
it is seldom found in its pure form. To obtain it one must go
to a specialist grower. Non-fertile hybrids emerged many years
ago and because they must be propagated by division they are
generally more likely to be truly perennial. M. ‘Lingholm’ is a
hybrid that can be propagated from seed. There is a group of
Meconopsis which behave like annuals, except that they grow for
several years
M. baileyi ‘Alba’
before a tall
flowering
stem arises.
After
flowering
they die.

image: S.Rafferty

M. x grandis

M. punicea

images: S. Rafferty

As Bill
spoke,
certainly
not from
a script,
I am sure
I missed many a happy choice of words or phrase. But this as
I remember it, caused me to smile. “When different species
by chance are found together they take advantage of their
propinquity and develop intimate relationships”.
A suggestion of anthropomorphism applied to plants,
not animals - a first for me.
After the talk I asked Bill why he had used the word
propinquity. “Because it’s the right word”, he said. Before that
evening I might have guessed at the meaning of propinquity, but
used in the context of neighbouring forms of blue poppies, now it is secure and bright in my memory.
										Scot Henney
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This Month:

is the time to locate your seasonal finery and celebrate the Yuletide with
the sterling folk at Fraser South, and to revel in our ever fabulous Christmas
Potluck Dinner and Festive Frolic. The Hodgson’s, Margaret and Chris, have
stepped in to relieve Bev and Les Clay, who have masterfully roasted our Turkey
Lurkey for the past one hundred years and to whom we are forever grateful.
Joan and Terry Mcgiveron will faithfully, once again, don oven mitts and take
up carving equipment to perform miraculous culinary wonders with the ham.
Karen Linton was noticed making lists and checking them twice at our last
meeting to organise the rest of us with our own gourmet comestibles.
		
Also, we are accepting all donations of non-perishable food
items that you wish to donate to the food bank, which we shall then deliver to
them. Cash and cheques are also valued by the food bank.
		Showtime is at 6:30pm on December 11th. with set up at
6:00pm for all those imbued with the seasonal spirit. And in the prevailing
parlance of Ottawa we shall then be “good to go.”

Next month:

January’s meeting will be the “AGM and Dessert Extravaganza”. The business of the evening is the Annual
General Meeting, with the election of the new executives and directors. Any nominations or volunteers from the floor
would be welcome. And, in order to make the evening more palatable we shall all bring a dessert of some sort, and
take frequent tea and coffee breaks while proceeding with the necessary business of the Chapter. Further entertainment
is provided by short presentations of members’ slides and images. All are welcome to bring images that they feel will
delight us.

The Business Stuff:
Ken Webb, District One Director, and perpetually generous donor to our raffle tables, still wishes you to
please pay attention to his following announcement.
						2015 Convention
In preparation for our District 1, 2015 Convention, we are able to get several articles in the Journal to
advertise to the world that we are holding it in Sidney, BC. Glen should be able to print any articles about gardens or
garden articles with tourist attractions in our area. To all you writers out there, this is your chance to get published in a
worldwide publication. This is the 70th anniversary of the ARS and we want to make it extra special. The ARS Board
has just voted to increase the color pages in the Journal from 16 up to 36, so there should be lots of room for beautiful
colour pictures with your articles. Anything that promotes our beautiful District 1 will be considered. Articles should
be submitted ASAP over the next few months so that Glen can work them in over the next few journals. We should be
able to get articles in the summer 2014 issue and fall 2014 too. So pick some of your favorite places and write a small
article with pictures and submit it to Glen at: ars.editor@gmail.com
									Ken Webb
									Director, District 1
											continued on p. 6
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The Business Stuff: ...continued

The ARS wishes that we post the following message:
ARSStore.org - The new ARS Online Store

At the October 4, 2013, American Rhododendron Society Board of Directors meeting, the Board authorized the
creation of an online ARS site that would not be selling items but would link to other providers. The online store was
authorized to develop a relationship with Amazon as an affiliate store. The online store was also authorized to use the
ARS logo and name to sell “ARS” merchandise. Product providers accessed through the ARS online store at ARSStore.
org pay referral fees directly to the ARS on sales made from ARSStore.org referrals. These fees from sales referrals go
100% directly to the ARS. ARSStore.org has no expenses, only earnings.
					The store has three divisions:
ARS Logo Merchandise: featuring knit, woven and denim shirts, caps, visors, and computer briefcases. Amazon
Merchandise: featuring Rhododendron & Azalea Books, Garden Books, Garden Tools, and any other item sold on
Amazon. Participating Merchants: featuring other merchants who agree to give referral fees to the ARS for each
purchase when you mention ARSStore.org

			
LIBRARY REPORT - December 2013
Your help is needed in locating several missing books, some of which have been missing for more than a year.
I would be grateful if all members would kindly check through their collection of reading material to make sure the
following books have not found their way onto your shelves by mistake or mysteriously sprouted legs and wandered
off somewhere else in your home. If so, please let me know by phone or email and, if possible, bring any missing
book/books to the Christmas Dinner on Wednesday, 11th of December.
1. Cox, Peter A.			

The Cultivation of Rhododendrons

2. Fell, Derek

The Esential Gardener

3 Lawson - Hall, T. and Rothera, B.			

Hydrangeas a Gardeners Guide				

4 Nelson, Sonja			

Rhododendrons in the Landscape

5. R.S.F.				

Rhododendron Species - Volume I - 2006

6 Vertrees, J.D.						Japanese Maples
And just a reminder that there is only one FSRS Library binder now, a large white and gray binder, so please
use this to sign out all library books. The books are listed under Author’s name and must be signed back in the
following month. If you wish, you may return your books to me at the start of the meeting and I will sign these back
in for you.
Thank you - Joan McGiveron
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						The Calendar:
Wednesday, December 11
6:30 pm

Fraser South Rhododendron Society
Christmas Potluck Festivity (Note early start @ 6:30 pm)

Wednesday, December 11
7:30 pm, Van Dusen

Alpine Garden Club of BC
Annual Christmas Potluck and Rare Plant Auction

Wednesday, January 8
7:30 pm, Van Dusen

Alpine Garden Club of BC
Ric Erikson: BeeFriendly Native Bee Conservation

Wednesday, January 15
7:30 pm

Fraser South Rhododendron Society Annual General Meeting, Elections,
and Potluck Dessert Extravaganza

Thursday, January 16
7:30 pm, Van Dusen

Vancouver Rhododendron Society
Annual General Meeting, Elections, and Member Slides

Wednesday, February 12
7:30 pm, Van Dusen

Alpine Garden Club of BC
Ken Marr: Plant collecting in the Altai Mtns and Far Eastern Russia

Wednesday, February 19
7:30 pm

Fraser South Rhododendron Society
Jacquie Bunse: Regional apiary inspector for the Ministry of Agriculture

Thursday, February 20
7:30 pm Van Dusen

Vancouver Rhododendron Society
Sylvia Mosterman: Maples and the World Maple Society conference

					
					We

have sad news

As some of you know, Arlene Darby, died suddenly and too young on November 20th. She had formerly
been a member of the Vancouver Rhododendron Society until her move from North Vancouver to Langley and
her connecting with Fraser South. It was a move certainly to our lasting benefit. She has served on our executive
committee, happily offering her home and hospitality for meetings and easily and graciously volunteering for all
difficult and often onerous tasks. For the past several years she has steadfastly welcomed us at our meetings, ensuring
that our name tags were worn properly and collected appropriately. She was the first to volunteer when and wherever
needed and stoically held down a plant sale cashier’s chair in weather both foul and fair. Mindful, friendly, honest and
always kind, she will be missed.
Obituary from the Surrey Leader
Darby: Arlene F.
March 28, 1944- November 20, 2013 Arlene passed away suddenly on Nov. 20,
2013 in Surrey, B.C., in her 69th year. She is survived by her mother, Marie Chase.
She will be sadly missed by her children Gordon (Deborah), Teresa (Greg), Linda
(Joe), and her 9 grandchildren Sean, Brieanne, Samantha, Sheralynn, Melissa Nolan,
Hailey, Courtney, and Christopher. Mom’s love for travelling took her to many worldly
destinations. She retired from Revenue Canada after 25 years and spent her retirement
volunteering for Hospice and with the pastoral team at her church. She also enjoyed
her time spent with the Rhododendron Society, and had just received her 10 year block
watch certificate. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Bethany-Newton United
Church 14853 60th Avenue, Surrey, B.C. V3S 1R8. No service by request. Rest in
peace mom.

The Yak December, 2013

Page 7

Inside the winter warmth of the RutherfordConservatory at
the RSBG...

R. laetum
,

R. vanvuurenii

R. tuba

,

,

agapetes sp.
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The Book Cart
The Color Encyclopedia of Hostas by Diana Grenfell & Michael Shadrack
Timber Press, Inc. Portland, Oregon, 2004.
407 pages, approx. 348 colour photos. Appendix One - Best Hostas for
Different Purposes, Appendix Two – Where to See Hostas, Appendix Three
- Sources for Hostas. Bibliography.Index of Hosta Names. Hardbound,
$67.95
ISBN –10: 0-88192-618-3 (hardcover)
		
Diana Grenfell became fascinated by hostas in the mid – 1960s
when few gardeners were aware of them. She is co-founder of the British
Hosta and Hemerocallis Society. Grenfell has done much to raise the profile
of hostas throughout the world, broadcasting, lecturing and writing on all
aspects of the plant. She has also contributed many authoritative books and
articles on the subject. Having recently retired from Apple
Court Nursery, where she held the National Plant Collection
for Small-leaved Hosta, she is now in the process of creating a
small town garden in Gloucestershire, England.
Michael Shadrack has been a member of the British
hosta and Hemerocallis Society for twelve years and is currently
their chairman and bulletin editor. He is also a member of the
American Hosta Society, presently serving as chairman of their
Strategic Planning Committee. His interest in photography has
led to a library of nearly 3200 Hosta images, many of which
have been published in books, magazines and catalogues.
He regularly gives talks and lectures on hostas in the United
Kingdom, the United States and Canada.
The Colour Encyclopedia of Hostas, (Foreword by
His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales) is an authoritative
guide to one of the gardener’s favorite perennials. Since hostas
were first introduced to the Western world in 1862, the
advent of tissue culture and specialist nurseries has made it
possible to offer more than 4000 species and cultivars to the
home gardener. Diana Grenfell and Michael Shadrack have
coordinated the task to provide in this encyclopedia a fully
illustrated collection of the world’s finest hostas as handpicked
by Ms. Grenfell. This valuable resource provides a full
description and colour photograph for more than 750 plants,
allowing the hosta lovers to judge esthetic merit and to choose the right plant for the right location.
After a few brief chapters describing Hostas in the wild, Hostas in the west, Cultivation of hostas, the book is
very well organized into Hostas by colour, moving from Hostas with green leaves, to the next chapter of Chartreuse,
Yellow and Gold Leaves, and on to the Glaucous Blue, Blue Gray, Blue Green & Gray-Green. The Chapters then
move into variegated Hostas, Streaked Hostas, Marbled, Misted and “Hostas for Connoisseurs”.
The appendices in the book are particularly useful as they include: The Best Hostas for Different Purposes,
Where to See Hostas, and Sources. Following the Appendices is a very good index of Hosta names.
An excellent book for hosta lovers.
											Margaret Hodgson
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Rhododendron arboreum
			(Epithet: Tree-like )

Ascribing authority to the introduction and description of
R. arboreum appears somewhat complicated and uncertain, but for the moment
I shall heed the information that I have. It was first reported from Kashmir
in 1796 with the visit of Captain T. Hardwick to the Siwalik mountains
where he encountered R. arboreum for the first time. His account of the event
was published in The Trans Asiatic Society vol. 6, in 1799. Subsequently, in
1805, Sir James Smith published a description in Exotic Botany, based on
Hardwick’s notes and drawings, and it is Smith who is credited with describing
and naming R. arboreum - ten years before it was introduced into cultivation
and twenty years before it first bloomed.

Species
and their
Hybrids

R. arboreum ssp. arboreum
,

R. arboreum
Illustration by Walter Hood Fitch
from Curtis’s Botanical Magazine

Who actually first introduced the seed into cultivation,
and when, remains in doubt, although all agree that the first
flowering of R. arboreum occurred in 1825, at Hampshire, in the
southern English garden of Mrs. Alexander Baring. Where that
seed originated is unknown although many give credit to Francis
Buchanan-Hamilton, former director of the Botanic Garden at
Calcutta, who sent seeds of R. arboreum to Britain in 1809 and
1810, when he was stationed on the borders of Nepal. It should be
noted, however, that Captain Hardwick had also and earlier, in

R.
R. arboreum
arboreum ssp.
ssp. arboreum
arboreum
images: hirsutum.info
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1796 or 1797, sent seed to England. There are no records, however, of this seed having been grown on. Furthermore,
Nathaniel Wallich, the successor to Buchanan-Hamilton at the Calcutta Botanic Garden sent unlabeled seed to
Edinburgh in 1821 which is recorded as producing a magnificent specimen of a crimson R. arboreum 25 feet high.
The credit resting with BuchananHamilton’s having introduced the
plant is presumably a result of
assessing the time span of possible
sowing to flowering, and seeing
which theory is most likely to
stick; a frailty of poor initial record
keeping.
Wherever the credit lies,
a stunning rhododendron has
been introduced to cultivation.
It has one of the most extensive
ranges in the genus and can be
found throughout the Himalaya,
southwest China, Laos, Vietnam,
Thailand, India and Sri Lanka.
R. arboreum grows in oak and
R. arboreum ssp. cinnamomeum
conifer forests, in rhododendron
image: Garth Wedemire
forests and on open hillsides at
R. arboreum ssp. arboreum
elevations of 4,000 - 8,500 feet,
image: Garth Wedemire
although ssp. cinnamomeum can be found up to 13,000 feet. The wide
distribution makes for an extremely variable species. R. arboreum is a tree with a single trunk or sometimes multiple
trunks and grows to 90 feet in the wild and to 60 feet in cultivation. The leaves are thick and leathery, to 8 inches
long, elliptic or sometimes ovate, dark green and glabrous above
with a dense spongy to plastered indumentum, usually white or
silver in colour, although ssp. cinnamomeum has a richer darker
cinnamon indumentum. The inflorescence is dense and contains
10-30 flowers ranging in colour from deep crimson to pink,
white, white tinged pink, or two toned, and is usually spotted.
It is generally agreed that the blood-red forms are the most
tender while the white ssp. cinnamomeum is the hardiest. We are
in receipt of differing opinions on hardiness with respect to the
pink forms.
The tender red forms of R. arboreum do well in the
milder west coast and southern gardens of Britain and thrive in
New Zealand and Tasmania, but have difficulty in continental
Europe. They also survive some gardens in the Pacific Northwest
but generally are in need of winter protection.
Hybridisers have used R. arboreum extensively for the
colour of its flower and not its hardiness. They have been
successful in that regard, but use hybrids of R. arboreum in their
programs to increase hardiness. England and the Netherlands
were the first from the gate using (R. caucasicum x R. arboreum)
and (R. catawbiense x R. arboreum) in creating the R.
‘Nobleanum Group’ and the R. ‘Russellianum Group’ of plants
respectively. Although it is an uphill climb to improve on the
R. arboreum ssp. cinnamomeum v.
species itself, the following are some quite nice hybrids.
cinnamomeum
image: hirsutum.info

					Sean Rafferty
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R. ‘Nobleanum Coccineum’
R. caucasicum x R. arboreum ssp. arboreum
H. Waterer, 1835

R. ‘Russellianum Group’
R. catawbiense x R. arboreum ssp.
arboreum
Russell, 1831

R. ‘Boddaertianum’
R. campanulatum ssp. campanulatum
x R. arboreum ssp. arboreum
W. L. Van Houtte, 1860
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R. ‘Broughtonii’
R. arboreum x ?
Broughton, 1840

R. ‘Aztec Group’

R. ‘Albert Close’

R. arboreum ssp. arboreum x R. irroratum ssp. irroratum

R. maximum x R. ‘Mrs Jamie Fraser’

L. de Rothschild, 1926

G. Fraser. 1944
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And a very happy Christmas season to you all

R. ‘Smithii Group’
R. ponticum x R. arboreum ssp
arboreum
W. Smith, 1830

images: hirsutum.info
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