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This Month’s Meeting

Date:    Wednesday, September 15, 2010

Topic:  “Hardy Orchids”

Speaker:    Bill Bischoff

Plant Sales:   Sue Klapwijk

2010 Officers

President:  Bill Bischoff 604-589-6134

Past Pres: Harold Fearing 604-857-4136

Vice Pres: John Dodd 604-530-0153

Secretary: Sandy Procter 604-857-0440

Treasurer:  Alan March 604-532-9062

Directors: Arlene Darby 604-597-1849

 Lori Bayes 360-966-4596

 Matt Groves 604-856-2624

Programme: Sean Rafferty 604-990-5353

Membership: Wenonah March 604-532-9062

Newsletter: Brenda Macdonald 604-990-5353

Librarian: Joan McGiveron 604-538-9347

Website: Chris Klapwijk 604-581-0925
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Quick Hits
 It’s time! Put down 
all those tools and 
return once more to 
the warm conviviality 
and informative 
presentations that 
characterize the monthly 
meetings of the FSRS. 
No weeding required.

 Apparently Dues, like Taxes, are required 
earlier and earlier in the fiscal year. See page 8 for 
this year’s Membership Renewal.
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Notes From the Chair
     Who said that complaining about the weather does not help? Well this 
year it certainly helped. We had the hottest summer in recent memory. Now 
I am afraid to look at our water-bill. Whatever it took, we kept most of our 
green friends alive and well. We also had the best show of flowers we can 
remember. In fact, this show is not over yet. We expect flowers well into late 
fall and early winter. 
     All this good weather started at our picnic. By all accounts, this was 
an event much enjoyed by all visitors. Thank you to everyone who helped 

organize and set it all up. Thanks also for the donations to our draw event - the Auction! The result of that was well 
above any expectations. To everyone’s amusement, some good-hearted bidding took place for some of the most coveted 
prizes. Last, but not least, our wholehearted gratitude to Karen and Larry, for once again providing us with the best 
surroundings for our special gathering. The food and the refreshments also need a mention. Everyone’s effort in this 
area was enjoyed by all.  What a banquet! 
 The first event on my calendar I wanted to attend was an invitation to our society to participate in the Fall 
Garden Event put on by Art’s Nursery in Port Kells, scheduled for Saturday and Sunday, September 11th and 12th. 
Judging by that event last year it would have been two excellent days to promote our society. However, due to some 
uncertainty about a SODS quarantine, our executive decided at the last meeting not to participate this year. 
 Now we have just received word that Art’s has received a clean bill of health from the government - there 
was no evidence of SODS in any of Art’s stock. So even though the FSRS will not be there as one of the participating 
garden clubs this year, Carla and I will be there with our Cyclamens - come for a visit!
 Sean Rafferty, Programme Chair, was kind enough to ask me to give a presentation on hardy orchids at our 
next meeting. While this subject has nothing to do with growing rhododendrons, it can be argued that many (all?) of 
our members grow a great variety of plants in their gardens. Orchids will nicely fit into this picture. I will try to dispel 
the perceived difficulty on cultivating these plants. I have been growing orchids in our garden well over 25 years, and 
the advice and help of Carla has been of great help during that time. 
 There is an orchid available for everyone’s garden. Many are available at garden centres or in catalogues.  
Many are very long-lived plants. If you have a friend or neighbour who might be interested in this subject, please bring 
them along to our next meeting.
 We have arranged for trips to Aldergrove Nursery and Devan Nursery. More details elsewhere in this 
newsletter. 
 Les Clay has again this year offered to hold a Rhododendron Propagation class at his place on Saturday, 
September 25th, from 10:00 am to 11:30 am. There will be plants available for sale as well. Some of these plants are 
rare items. The address is available on your FSRS Membership List, or call Les at 604-530-5188 for directions. This is 
a very interesting subject and might well be the beginning of an enjoyable hobby. Please bring along anyone you think 
might be interested.
 I hope to see you all at our next meeting.  Happy growing!           Bill Bischoff

From the President

Kalmia cultivars 
Bischoff garden

Spring 2010
photo:

Carla Bischoff
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Last Month: 
Last month was a while ago, our annual June Picnic and Auction. And a 
lovely thing it was. Lots of good food, good company, and great auction 
items.

This Month:
This month the Prez will speak to us on Hardy Orchids. Not all our 
members may be aware of Carla Bischoff ’s encyclopaedic knowledge about, 
and superior expertise in, growing orchids. She has two conservatory areas 
attached to the house in which she grows an astounding number of orchids, 

as well as bromeliads and that fascinating subsection of the bromeliads, the Tillandsia or “air plants”. Over the years, 
Carla has won an astonishing array of awards for her orchids. And Bill, bless his cotton socks, has extended the 
influence of the orchid genera right out into the outside garden. His topic this month will be the use of these hardy 
orchid species, many of which make fine companion plants for rhododendrons.

The Business Stuff:
 

 Executive Meeting - September 1, 2010: 
Here is a precis of the items discussed during this month’s meeting:

 New Venue: last year the Executive committee investigated the possibility of changing our venue, driven by 
the increasingly disruptive noise levels from other community groups meeting in adjacent rooms at the same time at 
our current location. Although there were a number of  possible locations, there was nothing that managed to totally 
satisfy all our requirements in terms of size, location, and third Wednesday of the month availability. As such, the 
Executive has decided to defer a decision on this, instead keeping an open mind and an open ear for any alternate 
locations. And of course there is always the chance that there would be changes in the rental arrangements with the 
other tenants, and that the noise level will be abated during our meeting time this year.

 Membership: this year our parent organization, the ARS, has requested that all memberships be received by 
November. As such, we encourage all members to complete their renewal forms and submit them as soon as possible. 
In keeping with our philosophy that to know us is to love us, we will be retaining the New Member - First Year Only 
fee of $15.00, in order to allow prospective new members the opportunity to involve themselves in our meetings and 
see the value of our club without concern about a large initial outlay for something they are not yet sure about. 
 For renewing members, the year’s dues remain at $35.00 despite the ARS’ increase to $40.00 US, and 
Associate Member dues remain at $10.00.
  One of the challenges we face, as the Canadian cousins of an American organization, is that it costs us out-of-
pocket money (not to mention the time and effort expenditure) each time we send our dues into the ARS by way of a 
US postal order. It is therefore doubly important that we receive and process all membership monies in as few batches 
as possible. Please keep this in mind and submit your completed Membership form and dues by the October meeting 
at the latest.

 Les Clay has generously offered to host another “Propagation Workshop” at his residence on Saturday, 
September 25th, from 10:00 am to 11:30 am. In addition, Colleen Bojczuk has advised that Aldergrove Nursery will 
be available for a tour and plant purchases on the same day, in the afternoon from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to view and purchase a wide variety of remarkable plants, at very reasonable prices. The address 
for Aldergrove Nursery is: 28080 Fraser Highway, Abbotsford, BC.

 Conferences/Conventions: 

 The Siuslaw Chapter of  District 4 is hosting the 2010 Western Regional Fall Conference in Florence, 
Oregon, Friday, October 8 through Sunday, October 10. Florence is a wonderful location, right on the Oregon coast, 

From the Editor
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with a climate conducive to great gardens, and with many attractive sights and fun activities close by. The Oregon 
Chapters are renowned for their ability to host a well-organized, informative, and enjoyable conference. 
 Visit the Conference Site at: http://web.me.com/siuslawars/WRC2010/

 The Victoria branch (Melbourne) of the Australian Rhododendron Society is hosting a 4-day convention 
from Sunday, October 17 through Wednesday, October 20, (remember, this is springtime down-under) in honour 
of the Golden Jubilee of the Australian Rhododendron Society.  This looks to be an exciting convention, with many 
intriguing garden tours. Kenneth Cox is the keynote speaker.
 Visit the Convention Site at: www.vicrhodo.org.au/2010ConfIntro.html   

We are invited to be part of a greenhouse-tour and plant buying event, promoted by Chris Hodgson of PARS. (604-541-2382)
A visit to Aldergrove Nursery and Devan Greenhouses, both very popular destinations for avid plant collectors. They are 
located about a kilometer apart on Fraser Highway east of Aldergrove, on the south side of the highway. 
Please note the date: Friday, September, 17. 
We will be given a special behind-the-scenes viewing of planting and propagating techniques at each of these working nurseries, 
followed by the chance to buy plants of our choice at a big discount to street prices. A catalogue of plants and prices will be 
forwarded when available.
The tour starts at 9 am sharp at Aldergrove Nursery, 28080 Fraser Hwy. We should finish up shortly before noon, just in time 
for a pleasant pub lunch at the Station House Bar and Grill, 3122 Station Road (272 St.) in Aldergrove. Or bring a picnic lunch 
if you prefer.  The tour of Devan Greenhouses, 28904 Fraser Hwy, starts at 1:30 pm.  We’ll be driving or car-pooling to this 
event.’
Please rsvp to advise me of your intention to a) participate (yes/no), and b) have lunch with us at Station House (yes/no), so I 
can advise the hosts as to numbers. 

http://web.me.com/siuslawars/WRC2010/
www.vicrhodo.org.au/2010ConfIntro.html
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Other Duties as Assigned:  
 Nancy Moore or Mary Ann Berg are in charge of welcoming in the new FSRS year with hot tea, warm hugs, 
and perhaps a few cookies. Ginny Fearing and Jo Wright are on tap for next month, but can rest assured that Harold is 
ready and willing to help in the background..

The Calendar:

Sat & Sun, Sept 11 & 12 Fall Garden Event at Art’s Nursery, 8940 - 192nd Street,  
Langley, 11:00 am to 4:00pm each day

Wednesday, Sept 15 Fraser South Chapter
Bill Bischoff - Hardy Orchids

Thursday, Sept 16 Vancouver Chapter
Carmen Varcoe - Plant Expedition to Bhutan

Friday, Sept 17 Peace Arch Chapter - Greenhouse and Nursery Tour
Aldergrove Nursery and Devan Greenhouses

Saturday, Sept 25 Propagation Demonstration & Plant Sale - Les Clay
at his home, 10:00 am to 12:00 pm

Monday, Sept 27 Fraser Valley Chapter
Ron Knight - The Development of Caron Gardens

Friday to Sunday
October 8 to 10

2010 Western Conference - Florence, Oregon
sponsored by Siuslaw Chapter, District 4

Sunday to Wednesday
October 17 to 20

Australian Rhododendron Society Golden Jubilee 
Conference - Olinda, Australia (outside Melbourne)

Wednesday, Oct 20 Fraser South Chapter
tba

Thursday, Oct 21 Vancouver Chapter 
Mike Stewart - Hybrids and Hybridizers of the Pacific NW

Monday, Oct 25 Fraser Valley Chapter
Dennis Bottemiller - Nursery Man’s Nirvana

Primula capitata
 photo: Sean Rafferty
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Mr. Bear Comes to Visit
03 July 2010

Mr. Bear, a great connoisseur of rhododendrons, tries to decide 
whether he prefers the black oil sunflower seeds set out for the 
chickadees, or the sugar-water in the hummingbird feeder. He 

eventually chooses the sunflower seeds.

           photo: Sean Rafferty
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Membership

As in previous years it continues to be the intent of the Chapter officers to ensure that membership 
fees be kept as low as feasible in order to make our club accessible to all who wish to join. 
 
It is through the ARS umbrella that many of the educational activities and sharing of 
information and resources is made possible. A strong ARS, supported by Full Memberships 
all across the continent, is what makes our rhododendron community possible. 

All membership questions should be address to our Membership Chair, Wenonah March, or any 
other of the FSRS officers.

Fraser South Rhododendron Society 2011 Membership

q New Membership -       $15.00

q Renewal Membership - see below

Date

Name

Partner or Spouse’s Name

Address

City

Province (State)

Postal (Zip) Code

Telephone Number

Fax Number

Email Address

All personal information collected by FSRS is for Society use only. Chapter members who would like their name 
and address to be included in the FSRS Member List - to be distributed to FSRS members only - must indicate 
their consent by marking this box:     q 

Please indicate the type of membership below, and enclose your payment with this registration form. 
All cheques should be made out to: Fraser South Rhododendron Society
If mailing, send to:   c/o 3759 - 201A Street      Langley    BC     V3A 1R1

q Full Member (includes ARS membership and quarterly ARS Journal)  $35.00

q Associate (full member of other Canadian ARS chapter)    $10.00
 Please indicate name of primary membership chapter


