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Quick Hits
It is that time of year again. Time 
to drag out your wallet and stump 
up with your annual membership 
fee. Like everything, it has gone up 
- at least the ARS membership fee 
has gone up, to $40.00 US. But we 
here at the FSRS stand at the dike, 
with our muddied fingers proof 
against the flood of inflation. Our 

Full Membership remains at $35.00 CDN, and as a special 
incentive for New Members,  the first year fee will be 
reduced to $15.00. Who could resist such a bargain? See 
Page 9 for the Membership form.
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Notes From the Chair

 As I write this in early October it is clear the gardening season is drawing to 
a close. We have had the first touch of the winter rains. The nights are becoming 
colder and the maple trees are just beginning to show some color. It is time to 
start thinking about mulching and otherwise protecting the more tender rhodos 
for the winter. 
 One can still plant rhodos however. I have in past years planted a lot in 
October. The theory is that the soil is still warm from the summer, and with the 
rains they can get established for the next spring. Our garden is pretty exposed 
to the winter winds however, so we have had to balance this theory against the 
fact that the early freezing winds as we have had in the last couple of years can 
be pretty hard on newly-planted rhodos. So I think this year I am going to wait 
until spring to plant. Those of you with more sheltered gardens can probably 

plant for another month or so.
 For most of us though, now is the time to look back over what we should have done differently in our garden, 
and more importantly start planning and dreaming about what we will do next season. Thus what I thought I would 
do in this month’s column is to talk about some of the sources of information now available that can help in this 
planning.
 First, what most of us do, is to make a list of those rhodos we have seen, or heard about, which we would 
like to have in our garden. The old standby and still most comprehensive source of information on available rhodos is 
“Greer’s Guidebook to Available Rhododendrons”. The most recent edition dates from 1996, so it is getting a bit old 
now, but it includes information about most of the hybrids and species which were in cultivation or available at that 
time. There is also a rating system - that I don’t always agree with - but that at least gives some indication of which 
plants do better, or are perceived to have nicer flowers, better leaves, etc. than others.
 Since Greer’s book was published there has been an explosion of information available on the internet, and 
there are now quite a few sites with large collections of pictures of various rhodos, both hybrids and species. Since a 
picture beats a wordy description any day, browsing these pictures is a good way find things you would like to have. 
 A good place to start on this is our own Fraser South website <http://www.flounder.ca/FraserSouth> which 
has been so ably managed by Chris Klapwijk. Chris has a Gallery Page with really excellent pictures of almost 300 
species and hybrid rhodos. The American Rhododendron Society website <http://www.rhododendron.org> has a 
searchable database of more than a thousand rhodos and azaleas, with pictures of many of them. For species, the 
Rhododendron Species Foundation <http://www.rhodygarden.org> maintains an extensive database including pictures.
 There are a number of more specialized sources too. I just discovered a site with pictures and info on the 16 or 
so native North American azaleas <http://www.tjhsst.edu/~dhyatt/azaleas>. I have grown most of these and they do 
pretty well here. There is a certain satisfaction in being able to grow native varieties. The Danish ARS chapter website
<http://www.rhododendron.dk> has a lot of good pictures, with text in a mixture of Danish and English. A good site 
for vireyas, which are the tropical rhododendrons (houseplants in our area), is <http://www.vireya.net>.
 So now you have a list of those rhodos you have drooled over, and just have to have. What next? 
Unfortunately it is a lot easier to make a list than to find plants on the list. There are thousands of hybrids and 
hundreds of species, and any given source can only grow a few of these. When I first started with rhodos Ginny and 
I toured the local nurseries. It was a great Sunday afternoon expedition and we had a lot of fun doing it. However 
one soon finds that local nurseries tend to have pretty much the same varieties, and these tend to be the common 
hybrids   particularly those easy for the nurseries to propagate. It is a good start, but one quickly exhausts most of the 
possibilities there. The next stage is to approach our local growers, several of whom are members of our own chapter. 
These are mainly hobby growers who propagate interesting and unusual plants, often initially for their own collections, 
but with an excess to sell. The District 1 website <http://www.rhodos.ca>, managed by Garth Wedemire, has a list of 
some of these growers, with links to their catalogs of available plants. Some of these lists, including my own, are not 
really up to date, but they provide a good starting point for what is available locally.
 Finally it is possible to import plants from the US, from one of the specialty nurseries there. In most cases 
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I have not found this practical, though I know people have done it. One has to get the plants inspected and get a 
phytosanitary certificate, which involves a hassle and some expense, but it can be done. Nowadays one has to worry 
about importing diseases, e. g. Sudden Oak Death, so that is a consideration. The one exception though, which is 
practical, is to buy from the Rhododendron Species Foundation. They have spring and fall sales, with the catalogs 
posted on their web site. The plants are shipped en masse to UBC, with the phyto and import paperwork taken care 
of by the RSF. The order can then be picked up at UBC during a specified week. I have done this for several years, as 
have a number of FSRS members. It works fine, and provides access to species one can’t find elsewhere.
 So now you have your plants, how do you take care of them? Again there is a huge amount of information 
on the internet. Our own FSRS website has a lot of general care information, as does the American Rhodo Society 
website. Henning’s Rhododendron and Azalea Pages <http://www.rhodyman.net/rahome.html> is another good site 
with many good articles on rhododendron care and problems. 
 Finally one should not overlook the expertise of members of our own chapter. We have a lot of old timers who 
have been growing rhodos for many years and almost without exception are willing and eager to share their knowledge 
with the rest of us. So don’t hesitate to buttonhole people at our meetings and ask. If they don’t know the answer they 
can often direct you to someone who does.
 Finally what happens when you just can’t find that rhodo you absolutely must have, or the answer to that 
particular question? There is a relatively new phenomenon, an internet forum, which gives one access to experts all 
over the world. In general I have never been a great fan of these, as in many cases people seem to be posting a message 
just to hear themselves talk. The important content could be summarized in many fewer, sometimes zero, words. 
However the Yahoo group on rhodos <http://groups.yahoo.com/group/rhodo> seems to be run at a much higher 
level than most, with a lot of the well-know experts contributing, and quite a bit of useful information. Other such 
forums include <http://forums.gardenweb.com/forums/azalea> and <http://www.ubcbotanicalgarden.org/forums/
forumdisplay.php?f=131>.
 So I hope this gives a starting point for some rhodo adventures this winter. Let me know if you come across 
other valuable sources of rhodo info. 

Harold Fearing
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The above images represent screen shots of all the web pages mentioned in Harold’s article with the 
exception of the last image, which is of the UBC Botany Photo of theDay. Although the Botany Photo of the 
Day is only periodically to do with the genus Rhododendron, it is fascinating site, well worth the exploration.  
It can be easily accessed from any of the other pages in the UBC Botanical Garden web site, using the menu 
choices always available on the right-hand side.

 This Month:
  We will no doubt be both informed and entertained by the presentation our 

own Carla Bischoff has put together on orchids. First a quick tour around some 
the world’s huge assortment of species, and then some bon mots on their care 
and feeding.

Next Month: 
 Next month we will have as our speaker, Gwen Odermatt. Gwen and her 

husband Paul own ‘Petals and Butterflies’, a nursery located in very south 
Langley that specializes in plants which are particularly attractive to butterflies 
and hummingbirds. Topic to be announced.

The Business Stuff:
  We have confirmed the dates of both our Annual Christmas Potluck 

(December 16th) and our Spring Plant Sale (April 24th).
  Don’t forget to think about potting up a few of the seedlings and off-shoots 
of your perennials and shrubs when doing your fall clean-up this year. (And we are all doing a fall clean-up this year, 
aren’t we? Nobody slacking off and thinking it will all wait until the spring? We all remember the disaster that resulted 

From the Editor
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the last time we tried that? with delicate little spring ephemerals being crushed or stripped as we tried to remove 
the collapsed stems and sodden foliage of last year’s summer glories?) Anyways, the seedlings and off-shoots should 
be potted up and held over for subsequent contribution to any or all of the Raffle Table, the Toonie Table, and the 
Annual Summer Picnic and Auction - all worthy endeavours indeed.
 The Peace Arch Chapter (PARS) have extended a special invitation to us all to attend their October meeting 
(Tuesday, October 27th, at 7:30 pm) to hear Steve Hootman speak on “The Ongoing Search for New Species”. Steve, 
Executive Director of the Rhododendron Species Foundation, is a fascinating and entertaining speaker, and the 
evening should prove both informative and enjoyable. 
Other Duties as Assigned: 
 Tea Room duties for the October meeting are the responsibility of Ginny Fearing and Mary-Anne Berg, 
while the Ladies Joan (Bengough and McGiveron) should be practicing their water boiling skills for their November 
performance.
The Calendar:

Thursday, October 15 Vancouver Chapter - Steve Hootman
“Not the Same Old RSF”

Wednesday, October 21 Fraser South Chapter -  Carla Bischoff
“Orchids from Around the World”

Monday, October 26 Fraser Valley Chapter - Bill Bischoff
“Hardy Cyclamen All Year in Your Garden”

Tuesday, October 27 Peace Arch Chapter - Steve Hootman
“The Ongoing Search for New Species”

Wednesday, November 18 Fraser South Chapter - Gwen Odermatt
“Petals and Butterflies”

Thursday, November 19 Vancouver Chapter - Douglas Justice
“The Rhododendron Collection at UBC”

Monday, November 23 Fraser Valley Chapter
Christmas Potluck, AGM, and Elections

Tuesday, November 24 Peace Arch Chapter 
Christmas Party, Silent Auction, Slide Show

Brenda Macdonald

What’s in Re-Bloom?
On the left, the always-charming 
R. trichostomum, with its dainty 
pink daphne-like blossoms and 
aromatic foliage; and on the 
right, R. ‘Blue Bird’, (intricatum 
x augustinii), considered by 
many to be the best of the small-
leaved blues, which is also a 
reliable autumn re-bloomer.
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 I’ve lived with my new garden for a year now 
and enjoyed watching what’s come up. I was pleasantly 
surprised by massed plantings of spring bulbs and an 
outstanding clump of Erythronium. As well, I’ve learned 
about some new plants, including Canary Clover 
(Dorycnium hirsutum). This pretty, small legume has silver 
grey foliage and is drought tolerant. While it does self-
sow, it isn’t very aggressive, and I’ve actually moved a few 
seedlings around to fill in bare spots in existing beds.
 While I’ve liked most of what was already here, 
some changes were in order to suit my tastes, and they 
started by having a huge Eucalyptus tree removed. While 
a pretty tree, it was planted so that the branches overhung 
the deck and house, and I kept wondering if I should 
put on a hard hat every time we had a big wind storm 
as Eucalyptus don’t have the strongest wood. As well, it 
was forever dropping bits and pieces of stuff on the deck 
causing stains. So, the tree itself is gone! 
 The roots, however, aren’t, and they appear to 
have extended throughout the yard. They are as tough 
and numerous as they come, which has made bed digging 
very difficult. I wanted to add a large new bed in the 
back because there’s too much grass and not enough 
rhododendrons for my taste, so I’ve thrown caution to the 
winds and built a layer bed - also known as a sheet bed or 
lasagne bed.
 Layer bed construction isn’t a new idea and it is 
a popular garden bed construction method locally, but 
I’ve never done one before, so, for me, it’s a bit of an 
experiment to see what happens.  The advantage to this 
method is that you don’t actually dig up grass (or old 
eucalyptus roots), you just build on top of what’s already 
there.  I had a some things going for me, like lots of big 

moving boxes and two compost bins that hadn’t been 
emptied for a long time (I’m guessing years), and a big 
clear area of lawn in the backyard. 
 To start, I used the hose to outline the bed edges 
and work on the curves. Then, I opened up the boxes 
and laid them directly on the grass. From there on, it’s 
just a case of grunt labour. I emptied the compost boxes 
and put whatever was useable on top of the cardboard.  
I would have liked more compost, as all the directions 
say to put a compost layer 5 to 6 inches deep directly on 
top of the cardboard. I only managed to spread about 
4 inches of compost, but I did add some bagged dairy 
manure on the top, kind of like icing on the cake.  I just 
love the local high school money raisers in Victoria, no 
chocolate covered almonds here, but the kids do go door 
to door selling bags of manure which they deliver right to 
your garden gate. With this done, it was time to add soil.
 For anyone who has ever bought topsoil, you 
know the hassles this entails. First there’s the quality issue. 
We all know that you really can’t buy good topsoil, and 
what is available is sometimes mysterious stuff, but I 
found a mix containing soil, sand and garden compost, 
plus sea soil (fish waste). It has a curious texture of flour-
like silt and sand, but it does seem to drain reasonably 
well. Nursery mixes are available, but they had so much 
peat in them I was afraid they’d break down too quickly, 
exposing plant root systems. And, I’ve been watching 
my neighbour’s results since that is what they chose for 
their new layer bed. Their fall kale and chard are easily 
3 feet tall and I think it’s because their mix is so high in 
nitrogen. 
 The next issue is delivery and the transportation 
fees. Yikes! On top of simply delivering the soil mix, 
there are special road levies plus fuel surcharges. And 
then, upon delivery, where do you put 4 yards of soil 
mix? Fortunately, the delivery truck was small enough 
to back up close to the garden gate, and my neighbours 
were agreeable to letting me have part of the pile on their 
adjoining lawn for a short time. Four yards may not 
sound like all that much, but it seemed to take a long 
time to move it to the back. Many heavy wheel barrow 
loads later, that job was done. 
 So, I now had a raised bed with 4 inches or so 
of compost and 10 inches of soil mix ready to plant. The 
web instructions for layer beds recommend preparing the 

Up the  Garden Path
kK

The New Garden
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and flower interest with things like dwarf Hostas, 
Japanese blood grass (Imperata cylindrica), 
Brunnera, Heucheras and several Salvias.
 The perennial Salvias are very popular 
locally because of their drought tolerance. 
I especially like Salvia greggii (flowers come 
in shades of red and/or white) and S. patens 
(incredible blue flowers) and these have the 
added bonus of attracting hummingbirds. As 
well, I’ve planted Veronica gentianoides, another 
plant that was new to me this year. This has 
lovely tall spikes of white flowers in May and I’ve 
seen it used as a companion plant in a couple 
of local rhododendron gardens. I’ve tucked in 
several lilies and I’m going to add some spring 
bulbs.  And that, should fill (overfill?) the bed. 
 The last task to finish off the bed will 
be to add some 
sort of mulching 
material to protect 

the surface layer from 
compaction and provide 
weed control.  I hesitate to 
ask my neighbours if I can 
use part of their lawn to 
store more material again 
so soon after the last load, 
so I may just work with leaf 
mulch for now.  I expect I’ll 
have to do some fertilizing 
in the spring, but hopefully, 
the plants will survive their 
first winter.  
 So, there’s the 
first new bed in, and 
I’ll be interested to see 
how things survive, and 
hopefully flourish.  While 
there was lots of grunt 
work, it certainly was an 
easier method than trying 
to dig out the old sod and 
cope with all those nasty 
Eucalyptus roots.  The raised 
bed will offer the rhodies and company good drainage, 
so I hope they like their new home.  If you’re interested 
in trying this method, there are lots of websites that give 
more detailed directions and some with pictures to get 
you going. 

Norma Senn

bed in the fall and planting in spring.  But, I didn’t want 
to wait, so once the fall rains started, I began positioning 
my plants. 
 Planting is definitely the fun part. I’ve tried to 
restrain myself and plant things at reasonable distances 
apart, although it’s so tempting to add more, more, more.  
As well, because I have a small yard, I’m trying to use at 
least some smaller cultivars and to provide year round 
interest. I’ve ended up with a mixed planting of woody 
plants and herbaceous perennials. So far, it includes a 
couple of small maples (Coral Bark maple and the Lion’s 
Head maple), plus a few blueberries, one dwarf lilac 
‘Sugar Plum Fairy’, and a rugosa rose called Topaz Jewel. 
 For rhododendrons, I’ve planted ‘Colonel Coen’ 
and ‘Ilam’s Violet’, two gorgeous dark purple varieties, 
and nearby, there’s a plant of ‘Seaview Sunset’, one of 
Frank Fujioka’s hybrids, which has dazzling orangey-
gold flowers. This may sound like a bizarre planting 
combination, but I’ve seen a couple of display beds that 
make use of adjacent purple and orange plantings and 
they make a striking display. I put in one plant each of 
‘Airy Fairy’ and R. davidsonianum ‘Ruth Lyons’, nice early 
pinks to go with a couple of R. augustiniis, and lastly the 
smaller plants like ‘Egret’, ‘Ginny Gee’ and a couple of R. 
campylogynums. I’m also very fond of fragrant deciduous 
azaleas, so ‘Irene Koster’, and ‘Daviesii’ filled that bill. 
 For extended season interest, there is Mahonia 
‘Winter Sun’, a couple of dwarf conifers, Podocarpus 
alpinus ‘Blue Gem’ and Abies balsamea ‘Nana’, and a 
patch of Bergenias. For summer, I’ve added both foliage 

A stunning purple and orange/gold exemplar  - ‘Vibrant Violet’ and ‘Seaview 
Sunset’ , as seen in the garden of Frank Fujioka

Veronca gentianoides

Salvia patens
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This article, by columnist Steve Whysall, which appeared in the Vancouver Sun on July 
30th, 2009, at the conclusion of the Sun’s Great Garden Search contest, celebrates the 
amazing garden that Bill and Carla have created. 
(Text by Steve Whysall, photos by Steve Bosch.) 

 The garden of Carla and Bill Bischoff in Surrey is a plant person's heaven.
 It contains a fabulous assortment of rare and unusual specimens, including 
big-leaved species rhododendrons, unique conifers, hardy orchids and an enviable 
collection of cyclamen.
 This garden was almost the winner of our contest because of the excellent 
use of space on a standard pie-shaped suburban lot and quality of plants grown in 
containers.

 The Bischoffs began to build the garden 
22 years ago. They have stayed with their passion, 
never losing interest despite difficult years when 
cold winters killed plant treasures.
 At the main entrance, visitors are greeted 
by a mouth-watering array of plants: a golden 
fullmoon maple next to a purple- leaved redbud; 
a towering Nootka cypress, pots filled with 
purple-flowering rhodohypoxis; a dry creekbed 
with coral bells; a yellow magnolia and lion's 
mane maple and masses of cyclamen tucked 
under choice rhododendrons along with hardy 
orchids.
 The backyard is a further visual treat, 
with an entire alpine garden built out of small 
rocks and turkey grit and planted with desirable 
specimens such as lewisia.
 Privacy is created by an umbrella pine, cryptomeria, more chamaecyparis, a monkey puzzle tree, blue spruce, 
Arizona cypress and a delightful Sequoia gigantea pendula that Bill calls his "Big Bird" plant. It does look a lot like the 

Sesame Street character.
 "We go to a nursery and buy something. There's no question about 
it, we have to do it, " says Bill. "Then we come home and think, 'Where 
can we plant it?"
 The garden has a ginkgo tree for fall colour and a witch hazel for 
late-winter blooms, although the conifers and cyclamen provide give a lot 
of interest, too.
 Hardy orchids are protected 
in a rectangular flower bed by a 
sun-canopy that can be cranked 
open when needed.

 In another area, the Bischoffs have started what is tantamount to a 
nursery with at least 16 species of cyclamen seedlings germinating in pots.
 With lilies, roses, evening primroses, a water feature full of water 
hyacinths, and rare treasures like the blue celery pine from New Zealand and 
the creeping pine from Tasmania, this garden has an amazing diversity of plant 
material.
 Indoors, Carla has a world-class orchid collection. But that's another story . . . and a whole other garden.
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Membership

As in previous years it continues to be the intent of the Chapter officers to ensure that membership 
fees be kept as low as feasible in order to make our club accessible to all who wish to join. 
Despite a fee increase by the ARS to $40.00 USD, this year’s fees will remain the same 
as last year’s, with the current schedule being supported with a subsidy from other club 
revenues. Moreover, for 2010, in order to encourage all members to participate at the 
Full Member level that includes membership in, and support for, the parent American 
Rhododendron Society, the Chapter will subsidize all current Local memberships up to a Full 
membership level. 
It is through the ARS umbrella that many of the educational activities and sharing of information and 
resources is made possible. A strong ARS, supported by Full Memberships all across the continent, 
is what makes our rhododendron community possible. All membership questions should be address 
to our Membership Chair, Wenonah March, or any other of the FSRS officers.

Fraser South Rhododendron Society 2010 Membership

q New Membership - for 2010 only,      $15.00

q Renewal Membership - see below

Date

Name

Partner or Spouse’s Name

Address

City

Province (State)

Postal (Zip) Code

Telephone Number

Fax Number

Email Address

All personal information collected by FSRS is for Society use only. Chapter members who would like their name 
and address to be included in the FSRS Member List - to be distributed to FSRS members only - must indicate 
their consent by marking this box:     q 

Please indicate the type of membership below, and enclose your payment with this registration form. 
All cheques should be made out to: Fraser South Rhododendron Society
If mailing, send to:   c/o 3759 - 201A Street      Langley    BC     V3A 1R1

q Full Member (includes ARS membership and quarterly ARS Journal)  $35.00

q Local Member (without ARS membership and Journal)    $20.00

q Associate (full member of other Canadian ARS chapter)    $10.00
 Please indicate name of primary membership chapter


