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Quick Hits
It’s time to pay the piper .....
Renewal fees for 2009 are due now 
since they must be forwarded to the 
ARS by November 15th.
Complete the renewal form on the 
last page and drag some money 
out of your piggybank to show your 
support for FSRS and all things 
rhodo.
No point in trying to squirrel your 
loonies away in the bank until the 
big guns stop playing Snakes and 
Ladders with the stock market 
anyway.  
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Notes From the Chair
 As I write this it is cold and rainy outside. Clearly winter is coming, though 
there are still a few scattered fall blooms on some of the rhodos. It is time to 
think about various winter tasks, like getting your plant records in shape and up 
to date, and planning for next spring. Now is also the time to take rhododendron 
cuttings, so it is worth looking to see if you have some special varieties you could 
propagate and share with others.
 Ginny and I just returned yesterday from three weeks in Colorado visiting 
our son and his family, with a side trip to Kansas for our 50th high school 
reunion. (It is amazing how much all those other people have changed in 50 
years!) Our son lives above 8000 feet in the Front Range of the Rockies, in the 
lodgepole pine/aspen belt. We hit it just right to see the fall colors of the aspens. 
They were spectacular - yellows and the occasional orange - against the dark 
green of the lodgepole pines. That area is suffering, just as we are in BC, from a 

massive expansion of the mountain pine beetle. I am not sure it is exactly the same species as we have, but the results 
are the same - whole hillsides of brown and dying pines. 

 Having been in Colorado, I wondered whether there were any 
rhododendrons native to Colorado. A very useful source of such information 
is the book from the Royal Botanic Garden in Edinburgh, ‘The Genus 
Rhododendron, Its Classification and Synonymy’, by David Chamberlain, et 
al. This book lists all of the recognized species names and gives synonyms for 
those names which are no longer recognized. It also give lists of rhodos which 
are native to various ‘Biological Recording Units’. These units are provinces of 
Canada, China or India, states of the US, etc. Thus looking at this list we find 
that Colorado does have one native rhododendron, R. albiflorum var. warrenii.
 Many of us are familiar with R. albiflorum, as it, macrophyllum and 
occidentale are the three native west coast rhododendrons. Ours would actually 
be R. albiflorum var. albiflorum. It is an upright shrubby plant which grows as an 
understory in our woods. I have seen it in Manning Park along roadsides and at 
trailheads and also near treeline in the Black Tusk meadows in Garibaldi Park. 
The leaves are thin, elliptic to oblanceolate (i.e. rounded and wider at the top, 
tapering to the base) and often whorled or clustered at the ends of the branches. 
The leaves are deciduous, so the plant looks more like a standard azalea, though 
in fact it is sufficiently different from other rhodos that it is the single member 
of its own subgenus. 

 The flowers come in late or mid summer. They are white, open-bowl shaped, about 2 cm across and in 
clusters of only 1-3. They are tucked underneath the leaves, so the plant isn’t really showy. However some I have seen 
in the wild I think have been pretty nice.
 R. albiflorum has a reputation for being hard to grow, 
and so far that has been my experience. I planted seeds a couple 
of years ago, had good germination, and got a lot of plants up 
into one gallon pots. However half of them died the first winter 
even in the greenhouse, and probably half of the survivors died 
this summer. So I still don’t have a plant large enough to plant 
out in the garden. Some sources say they like dry rocky soil, and 
some in Manning Park are growing in such conditions. However 
I have also seen them in very marshy areas. In the wild they do 
grow at high enough altitude that they are under snow probably 
six months out of the year, which, (fortunately!) is a little hard 
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to reproduce in our lower mainland gardens. If anyone has been 
successful in getting it to grow and flower in our conditions, I 
would certainly be interested in what they have done.
 The variety albiflorum grows all through BC, through 
Washington, a little into Oregon, along the mountains in 
southwest Alberta, and down the Rocky Mountain chain part way 
into Montana. It however apparently does not appear in Wyoming 
or Idaho. It then reappears as var. warrenii in an isolated area of 
Colorado northwest of Rocky Mountain National Park. There 
is an interesting article by Dennis Bottemiller, now at the RSF, 
telling about an expedition into the Mt. Zirkel wilderness area to 
find this variety. (The article was in an issue of the Rhododendron 
and Azalea News for 1999, which is archived on the web at the 
University of Virginia. Unfortunately right now the site is listed as 
‘temporarily unavailable’.) 
 As near as I can tell the Colorado variety is essentially the 
same as ours, being distinguished primarily by its location, though 
one source does say that it has more glandular hairs.
 It is interesting to speculate as to how this isolated 
population arose. Did it come from a random deposit of seed by 
birds? Or is it the remnants of a widespread population which 
was somehow destroyed. I do vaguely remember from high 
school science that at one time there was a large inland ocean in 
the area between the Colorado mountains and Sierras/Cascades. 
Presumedly DNA comparisons would shed some light on this 
- perhaps a good project for a graduate student. For most of us 
though R. albiflorum is just a neat little native rhododendron, 
which, if you think you are a good rhododendron grower, you 
would like to be able to prove you can grow!

Harold Fearing

This Month:
  Already the administrative duties are starting to pile up:

 Membership dues for 2009 are due this meeting. See page 6 for the 
Enrolment form.
	See also the attached membership list with addresses and telephone 
numbers. Please ensure that your name, address, telephone number and email 
address are all current and correct. Lately a number of the emailed copies of  The 
Yak have been returned to me because of obsolete or incorrect email addresses.

 This month Lucile Whitman, from Whitman Farms in Salem, Oregon, will 
give us one of her entirely unique presentations, reviewing many of the trees and 
shrubs available to us for completing our landscapes. Lucile has also advised that 
she will be bringing up a small (but choice, I am sure) selection of the various 
trees and shrubs she so successfully propagates.

From the Editor



The Yak October 2008 Page 4

Next Month: 
 Next month Glen Jamieson, from Vancouver Island (MARS Chapter) will give a presentation on Vireyas, 
those exotic looking and usually tropical cousins of the Pink Walloper you have out in your yard.  He will probably 
also delight us with some slides on the native habitat of these outstanding plants.

The Business Stuff:
The Calendar

Wednesday, October 15 Fraser South Chapter - Lucile Whitman
Trees to Make You Smile

Thursday, October 16 Vancouver Chapter - Lucile Whitman
Trees to Make You Smile

Monday, October 27 Fraser Valley Chapter - Don Martyn
Magnolias

Wednesday, November 19 Fraser South Chapter - Glen Jamieson
Vireyas

Wednesday, December 10 Fraser South Chapter
Annual Potluck and Seasonal Frolic

Other Duties as Assigned .....
 Tea room duties for the October meeting will NOT be handled by the Joan’s Bengough and McGiveron (as 
was erroneously reported in the last issue), they WILL be handled by Colleen Bojczuk and Ginny Fearing
 It is tea room duties for the November meeting that will be handled by the Ladies Joan.

Brenda Macdonald
Bill Bischoff has sent 
in these photos (taken 
mid-September) of 
his many plantings 
of the fall-flowering 
Cyclamen hederifolium 
underneath 
rhododendrons 
both large and small.  
This is particularly 
serendipitous plant 
pairing: the tiny but 
elegant blossoms 
brighten up the 
shaded area under 
the rhodos, and the 
rhodos help to keep 
those tiny pink and 
white toes from 
getting too soggy 
during the winter wet.
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 Rhododendrons of China  
Rhododendron floccigerum 

  Looking quite similar to its close and better-known 
relative R. neriiflorum, R. floccigerum is a member of the 
large, complex and taxonomically challenging Subsection 
Neriiflora.

  Generally speaking, members of Neriiflora 
are shrubby bushes with somewhat lax trusses often 
partially hidden by the fairly narrow leaves, whose most 
distinguishable feature are the deep nectar pouches 
within the somewhat fleshy tubular-campanulate 
blossoms. Although often crimson, the blossoms can vary 
from white through yellow and pink up to scarlet, are 
sometimes bicoloured, and often have a substantial calyx. 

  Freely hybridizing in their native habitat in the 
western reaches of China, it is often difficult to tell 
where one species leaves off and another begins, leading 
to vigorous discussions between the Lumpers and the 
Splitters, and confusion for the rest of us. It is quite likely, 
however, that further genetic investigation will reduce the 
number of discrete species even further, and it will turn 
out that there are relatively few species, which happen to 
vary quite widely in colour, form and habit.
 R. floccigerum itself is not as widely grown as some 
of the other Neriiflora although it can often be quite 
attractive, sometimes with an almost picotee look to 
the forms with 

bi-coloured blossoms. However the combination of colours within a single 
blossom can often just look muddy, and the discontinuous indumentum 
looks plain scurfy compared to the felted plushness on the underside of a R. 
haematodes leaf.
 On the plus side, floccigerum is reliably hardy here in the Pacific 
Northwest since its native habitat is between 9,000 and 13,000 feet in Yunnan 
and Tibet. It is a precocious and early bloomer, beginning to set its March 
blossoms when only a few years old, and it has a tidy mounded habit when not 
overly shaded.
 As long as one does not expect the rather exceptionally bright colours 

of the specimen above, 
drawn by Lillian Snelling 
for Curtis’ Botanical 
Magazine in 1929, this would be a nice specimen , particularly 
suitable for a smaller garden. Searching out the appropriate plant 
during its bloom time would be a definite advantage.
 Not surprisingly, R. floccigerum has not been popular for 
hybridization schemes – Salley & Greer list only four hybrids. 
Considering the large variation inherent in each plant, using it 
as a parent would be the botanical equivalent of a night in Vegas, 
without even the satisfaction of knowing whether you had won or 
lost until your seedlings blossom three or four years later.

Brenda Macdonald

R. floccigerum
illustration by Lilian Snelling

Curtis’ Botanical Magazine, 1929
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Membership

As in previous years if continues to be the intent of the Chapter officers to ensure that membership 
fees be kept as low as feasible in order to make our club accessible to all who wish to join. This 
year’s fees will remain the same as last year’s, with the current schedule being supported with 
a subsidy from other club revenues. Moreover, the Chapter officers encourage all member to 
participate as Full Members, which includes membership in and support for the parent organization, 
the American Rhododendron Society. It is through the ARS umbrella that many of the educational 
activities and sharing of information and resources is made possible. A strong ARS, supported by 
Full Memberships all across the continent, is what makes our rhododendron community possible.  
All membership questions should be address to our Membership Chair, Wenonah March, or any 
other of the FSRS officers.

Fraser South Rhododendron Society 2009 Membership

q New Membership

q Renewal Membership

Date

Name

Partner or Spouse’s Name

Address

City

Province (State)

Postal (Zip) Code

Telephone Number

Fax Number

Email Address

All personal information collected by FSRS is for Society use only. Chapter members who would like their name 
and address to be included in the FSRS Member List - to be distributed to FSRS members only - and who wish 
to receive a copy of the FSRS newsletter, must indicate their consent by marking this box:     q 

Please indicate the type of membership below, and enclose your payment with this registration form. 
All cheques should be made out to: Fraser South Rhododendron Society
If mailing, send to:   c/o 3759 - 201A Street      Langley    BC     V3A 1R1

q Full Member (includes ARS membership and quarterly ARS Journal)  $35.00

q Local Member (without ARS membership and Journal    $20.00

q Associate (full member of other Canadian ARS chapter)    $10.00
 Please indicate name of primary membership chapter


