Volume 17

R h od
o
th

ciety
so

a
Fr

se r S o

n dr on
de

u

The Yak

Newsletter of the Fraser South
Rhododendron Society
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is a chapter of the
American Rhododendron Society
Meetings are held at 7:30 pm on the
third Wednesday of each month at:
United Church Hall
5673 - 200th Street
Langley BC

Number 5 May 2003

This Month’s Meeting: Wednesday, May 21, 2003
EARLY - at 7:00pm

The Tenth Annual

Fraser South Rhododendron
Society

Beer Bottle Truss Show
Admission: One truss - any kind, any colour

www.flounder.ca/frasersouth
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Membership: Wenonah March
Newsletter:
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Quick Hits
Welcome! to our two new
members:
Nancy Moore of Abbotsford
Irene Stewart of Langley

Picnic Don’t forget to mark
your calendars for our annual
picnic Saturday, June 21st

1. GARDEN TOURS: The Vancouver Rhododendron Society has generously invited
the lower mainland members to participate in their garden tours. This is a wonderful
opportunity for us to visit the gardens. Unfortunately by the time this newsletter is
published we will have missed some of them. Further information and directions to
the gardens are available in the April 2003 issue of “The Indumentum” (Vancouver
Rhodo Society newsletter), available at http://www.ubcbotanicalgarden.org/vrs/.
May 17
Francisca Dart’s Garden( Darts Hill )
J. & J. Ronsley R. & H. Mossakowski Lies Ganske
From the President May 18
May 22
Penny Pearse
Judy Williams
Rachel Mackenzie
May 25
Larry Wick
June 1
Gerard Pury
June 7
Alan Turner
2. CHAPTER PLANT SALE: Unfortunately, the Portland Garden Tour and the Chapter Plant Sale will take
place at the same time on the long weekend. As a consequence, there will be a real shortage of people to assist
at the Plant Sale and therefore we would especially request those people who are not going on the tour to help
out in any way they can at the Plant Sale. This may mean simply carrying plants from one place to another;
providing guidance to potential buyers or to assisting the sales people. Please volunteer your help to Sue
Klapwijk so that she can be spared the sometimes uncomfortable experience of requesting help.
3. MOTHERS’ DAY GARDEN TOUR: The Mothers’ Day Garden Tour had to be canceled due to a lack of
response. A great deal of effort went into the planning and organizing of this event and the Chapter is deeply
indebted to Judy Fawcett for her enthusiastic efforts to make this venture a success . Unfortunately, it would
seem that the present economic circumstances discouraged sufficient sales. We are truly appreciative of those
people who did buy tickets to support the venture but then had their trip canceled. The Chapter is also deeply
indebted to those individuals who spent many weeks preparing their gardens for the visit and included Gordon
& Vern Finley, Don & Louise Martyn; and John & Gael Dodd.
4. BEER BOTTLE TRUSS SHOW: The Beer Bottle Truss Show will take place in May and admission for
the evening will be by way of a truss! If anyone does not have access to a truss, please call any of the executive
members and we will make arrangements to supply you with one. The Executive has agreed to meet at the
church hall a little ahead of the scheduled meeting in order to set up the room and to make arrangements to
put the trusses in the appropriate class. Once again, our thanks are due to Wenonah March for organizing this
event.
5. $$$: Because of the truss show is very busy we will omit the regular raffle sale but ask individuals to be
especially generous for the refreshments and perhaps make an extra donation.
6. GEORGE FRASER PROJECT: An executive decision was made to support the George Fraser project
spearheaded by Bill Dale and a contribution of $100 has been forwarded.
7. JUNE PICNIC AND AUCTION: The June picnic this year will be held on Saturday, June 21st and, again,
Trevor and Doreen Badminton have kindly offered to host the event. Volunteers will be needed to help set
up and to take down the tables and other facilities. Please let me know. The success of the auction is entirely
dependent on the contributions offered and your willingness to donate is much appreciated. This year we will
include a minimum bid bond so that people’s generosity is not shortchanged by a lack of bids.
8. THANK YOU: A special thanks for Arlene Darby and Joan McGiveron for their baking last month. The
lemon squares and cookies were most welcome! Lori Bayes skills were also much appreciated! Good job!
Mike Bale
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Last Month:

From the Editor

Brenda Falk of Tanglebank Nursery provided a fascinating and lengthy “show
and tell” last month by bringing an extensive and widely varied selection of plant
material suitable for our gardens. It is always so rewarding to have someone so
enthusiastic about what is special about each specimen, as well as providing us with
many good ideas on planting combinations, or which particular niche is suitable
for which particular plant. Tanglebank Country Gardens is a family-run cottage
style nursery located in Abbotsford.
They have an extensive web site at www.tanglebank.perennials.com/

This Month:

This month we have the 10th annual Fraser South Rhododendron Society Beer Bottle Truss Show.
Information about the categories for judging follow on page four. Don’t forget, you need a truss to get in
even if you do not want to enter anything to be judged. Bring along some friends so they can see what it
is we do! We will have some extra trusses for their use as an entrance fee. Getting everything set up takes a
little longer than usual, so we will be starting early, at 7:00 p.m..
See page four for more information about the show, including the all-important competitive classes,
such as “Best Wevil-Notched”.
Also, if you were one of the lucky and deserving recipients of one of last year’s awards, please be sure
to bring it back to this month’s meeting so it will be available to this year’s winner.

Next Month:

Next month is our last event of the year, our annual picnic. It will be held on Saturday, June 21st,
at The Rhodo Ranch, home of Trevor and Doreen Badminton, located at 25282 - 76th Ave. Aldergrove.
The picnic is scheduled to start at 3:00 p.m., but we can always use willing hands to help with the set-up anytime after 1:00 p.m..
Also, don’t forget that the annual picnic is also when we have our fund-raising auction. Start
looking in your garden shed and basement for suitable items to donate.

The Business Stuff:

Highlights from the Directors’ Meeting, April 23, 2003.
=Mike Bale reviewed the many activities coming up during the months of May and June, including
the visit by the Victoria chapter on Sunday, May 11th, the Mother’s Day Weekend Bus Tour, the Portland
Garden Tour, the possibility of FSRS members’ garden tours, the upcoming FSRS Plant sale scheduled for
Saturday, May 17th at the United Church in Langley, and our annual picnic and fund-raiser scheduled for
Saturday, June 21st.
=Sue Klapwijk will take on the responsibility for ensuring all members have name tags printed up
so that Phyllis Anderson will be able to hand them out at the meetings,. The members themselves will have
to take on the responsibility of ensuring the name tags are worn.
=Mike Bale will continue to investigate opportunities for using the town of Harrison Hot Springs
as the site for the Fall 2006 ARS conference. Our information to date indicates that the Harrison Hot
Springs Hotel itself would not be suitable.
Brenda Macdonald
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Tenth Annual
Fraser South Beer Bottle Truss Show
The world famous Fraser South Beer
Bottle Truss Show will be held at our
May meeting, Wednesday, May 21st..
This is a fun event in which everyone
can participate.
Here are the rules, beautiful in their
simplicity:
1. Entry to the hall will be by
bringing at least one truss. It is not
necessary that it be a rhododendron.
2. There will be three areas for display:
a. competitive rhododendron trusses
b. non-competitive rhododendron trusses
c. companion plant displays.
3. For the competitive event, participants will be
allowed to enter only one truss in each class.
Additional trusses can be displayed on the noncompetitive table.
4. To assist in deciding which class to enter, an
Advisory Panel will provide guidance and make
any final decisions necessary.
5. All trusses must be in glass bottles. (Cans and
plastic pop bottles are too unstable.)
6. Judging will be by member votes.
CLASSES
Division I
Species Classes
Class 1. Rhododendron (lepidotes)
Class 2. Azalea (deciduous and evergreen)
Class 3. Hymenantha (elepidotes)
Division II
Hybrid Classes
Class 4. Any lepidote hybrid
Class 5. Any deciduous azalea hybrid
Class 6. Any evergreen azalea hybrid

Colour Classes
Class 7a: Red - (small)
7b: Red - (large)
Class 8a: White - (small)
8b: White - (large)
Class 9a: Pink - (small)
9b: Pink - (large)
9c: Pink - (really, really, large )
Class 10a: Yellow & Cream (small)
10b: Yellow & Cream (large)
Class 11: Mauves & Purple
Class 12: Orange
Class 13:Bi-colour
Division III
Special Classes
Class 14:“What’s it Called” - best new
non-registered hybrid - a special class
for the hybridizer
Class 15: Truss with the Best Fuzzy Foliage
Class 16: Best Blotched
Class 17: Best Speckled
Class 18: Most Lurid
Class 19: Best Last Year’s Truss
Class 20: Most Elegantly Weevil-Notched
Class 21: Best Hammerhead
Class 22: Most Flaccid
Class 23: Best Miniature Truss - under 6”
Class 24: Most Fragrant ( Az. or Rh. )
Definitions: :
1. Small - 6” or under
2. Large - 6” to 10”
3. Really, Really, Large - over 10”
4. Blotch - each individual flower shows a solid
colour mark on dorsal lobe (or three lobes),
distinctly different from the base colour of the
flower.
5. Lurid - most vividly garish
6. Hammerhead - an inflorescence which arises
from more than a single flower bud
7. Speckled - distinguished from blotches by
non-solid colour sprinkles and spots, either
around entire flower, or at least on upper
lobe(s) - e.g. ‘Paprika Spiced’
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Companion Plants
C is for CALLUNA, the Heather family
Family: Ericaceae
If I hear just one more person say, “Oh, I don’t like summer heathers
– they always look so ratty” I’m going to scream! Never have I seen a more
mistakenly maligned plant in my life. Properly grown, they are a glorious delight,
and I defy anyone who has seen them, mile after mile on the moors of England
in all their wild splendor, to disagree. The singular species, C. vulgaris,
inhabits large portions of Europe and northern Africa, from Siberia to
Morocco, in vast tracts of open land and hillsides. The predominant
flower color is purple, but it sports out in pink, red, and white. For well
over 100 years, avid plantsmen have made over 500 selections of form,
bloom and foliage variations, and some of them are real eye-poppers!
Now, if you are one of those guilty of such slander in the
past, I am about to show you the error of your ways. Site selection is
probably the most important factor. These are ericaceous plants, in
the same family as rhodos, and like them, we should take our lessons
from Mother Nature. Full sun is an absolute must, and some slope to
the ground is very beneficial. Soil should drain well but retain some
moisture, especially in summer during bloom time, anywhere from July
to November depending on cultivars. An acid, humus-rich soil with
no manures or strong fertilizers is necessary – a lean media keeps
the growth compact. If you can’t engineer even a bit of a slope, then
ensure that the soil is deep and loose. And then, prepare to prune! OK
OK, I know no busy band of elves prunes on the moors, but truth be
told, if you took aside only one or two of those millions of plants, they
would probably be ratty, but there’s safety in numbers and distance.
We don’t have that advantage in our gardens, so get out the hedge
clippers. March is a good time to do this - trim just to the bottom of
last years flower spikes to make a somewhat mounded shape. Now
– was that so hard? Once a year is all it takes, and still lets you enjoy
all that wonderful winter foliage on the colored forms.
Choosing varieties for your garden will be from personal
Calluna vulgaris
preference – with that many to pick from, it’s like roses or rhodos – grow
the ones you like to look at. I can only give guidelines of the forms that
are available. The flowers can be single or double, on long or short spikes. I
have taken full open spikes of Peter Sparkes and H.E.Beale and hung them to
dry, and they make wonderful bouquets, unfortunately not too durable, but so
easy you can do new ones every year. Colors range from white and pale pink to
bright pink, crimson and purple. There are varieties like Marleen that seem to
blooms forever since the blooms don’t ever actually open, just show outer color.
The foliage on some is so spectacular that even if they didn’t bloom, no one
would notice. Red-gold ones like Firefly, Blazeaway, Boskoop, and Sir John
Charrington are bright all year round. Silver ones like Jan Dekker, Silver Knight,
and Grey Carpet will gleam against dark backgrounds. Some, like Spring Torch
and Spring Cream, have colored foliage on new growth only, almost like an
early bloom, and then the proper flowers come later. Very dwarf ones can be
used in troughs or rockeries, as Foxii Nana, Dainty Bess, Humpty Dumpty and
Calluna ‘Spring Torch’
J.H. Hamilton.
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The list is endless, but this should give you an idea of the lovely ones there are to choose from. Visit
gardens and plant centers in summer when they are in bloom, or try to visit Wilson Nursery in Sardis (must call
first) to see them beautifully grown in the proper setting. I only wish I had more room in my garden to have an
entire bank devoted to them, in drifts of all year color.
Happy planting!
Colleen Forster

How do you tell the difference between
the Heaths and the Heathers?
Keep the girls apart!
Heaths, with their needle-like foliage and a
bloom time which extends from early winter
through to summer, belong to the genus ERICA.
Heathers, with their scale-like foliage and
a bloom time more restricted to the summer
months, belong to the genus Calluna.

Crawling ‘Round the Web:
=This is an odd little site I found when I was researching images of garden
pests for Norma’s article. It seems to be the web site of a chap in County Down
in Northern Ireland who provides all sorts of garden services. But his site is
delightful, with a page (and pictures) on garden weeds, and one on garden pests,
and on plant taxonomy, composting and even odd-jobbery. But perhaps I liked it
most because his garden ( a long-term renovation project) had as much clay and
as many rocks as ours does.

www.dgsgardening.btinternet.co.uk/index.htm

=This is the site of the UK Heather Society, with more information about, and

photos of, all the members of the Ericaceae than you could imagine. It is clear
from this site that there are those with as passionate a devotion to heaths and
heathers as some of us demonstrate toward rhododendrons.

www.users.zetnet.co.uk/heather/index.html

Calluna vulgaris ‘Peter Sparkes’
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Up the Garden Path
with

Norma Senn
Common Garden Pests

May 2003

May is such a lovely time for gardeners; there is so
much in bloom and the coming garden year is full of
promise. However, as we all know, there are pests
just waiting to take advantage of our garden’s bounty.
A few, in particular, seem to habitually cause B.C.
gardeners trouble.
Slugs and snails are
on everyone’s hit list.
They feed primarily
at night, and they can
decimate many kinds
of plants and especially
young seedlings in just
a few hours. Feeding
damage is the most obvious symptom, but you may
see slime trails on plants or on sidewalks too.
There are lots of non-chemical control treatments to
try and many of you probably know some effective
home remedies. First, wherever possible, remove their
daytime hiding places. This includes any locations that
offer slugs and snails cool, damp, shady conditions like
piles of vegetative debris, or underneath containers on
the patio. I’ve gotten so tired of finding slugs curled up
in the drainage holes of my containerized plants, that
I’ve started to put “pot lifters” underneath most of them.
This creates an air space between the bottom of the
pot and patio surface. It doesn’t completely solve the
problem, but it helps. Where the containers are large
enough, I sometimes wrap some copper wire around
the pots which helps repel slugs.
Occasionally, I also go on evening “slug patrol”,
especially if there’s been some rain during the day. I
personally prefer the “slice them in half” method of
killing, but I know some gardeners who will salt them
or collect them in a can and then drown them in beer.
And, yes, slugs are attracted to beer, and I’ve heard
lots of jokes about them “dying happy”.
You can make traps for slugs by putting grapefruit rinds
or pieces of board down on the ground where

you suspect they like to hide. You’ll find slugs gathered
under the traps in the daytime, then it’s up to you to
decide on how to dispatch them. Some people will
use commercial slug baits either directly in the garden
or enclosed in traps. I’m not a fan of commercial slug
baits because I worry that my dog and cat might get
into the bait. As well, wild birds may be at risk. Some
people make closed bait traps by using old coffee cans.
Holes are made along the bottom of the can, bait is
placed inside and the lid is put on. Then, the can is
placed in areas where slugs and snails are likely to be
found. They crawl into the cans to feed on bait. As
long as the lid is secure enough to stay on, the bait
is not available to pets or birds and the cans offer the
additional advantage of protecting the bait from rain.
Do keep a close eye on the can though, as some
animals are adept at prying the lid off to get at the bait.
Aphids are another common
garden pest. There are lots
of aphid species that cause
problems, but they all are
small sucking insects that can
be found on soft, succulent
shoots or the undersides of
leaves of many plants. In large
numbers, their sucking damage causes new leaves to
twist and curl. A secondary problem is that like most
sucking insects, aphids excrete a sugar solution called
honeydew, a perfect food source for the sooty mould
fungus. Sooty mould grows on the honeydew which
causes plant leaves to look like they are covered in
black soot. The fungus isn’t actually parasitizing plant
tissue, but it coats the leaves to such an extent that
plants can’t photosynthesize efficiently. As well, when
aphids attack street trees, their honeydew may drip
onto cars parked underneath, creating a sticky coating
on the cars.
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Aphid-infested trees are usually too large to treat and
most trees seem to be able to withstand some aphid
damage anyway. However, smaller aphid-infested
plants can be cleaned up by dislodging them with
a directed stream of water. I use this technique on
roses and nasturtiums. It doesn’t completely kill every
aphid, but it keeps them under control. As well, in time,
natural predators will help to bring aphid populations
under control. The most famous natural predator is
the lady bug, whose larval stages eat quantities of
aphids, but there are other predators. As a last resort,
insecticides are available, and you can get information
about the best material to use from your local garden
centre who will have a licensed pesticide dispenser on
staff.
In some parts
of B.C. large
populations of tent
caterpillars appear
in late spring to
early summer.
For non-chemical
control, watch for
tents to form in
May and June,
as you want
to cut them out when they are still small. Wait until
evening when the caterpillars go back into the tent,
then enclose the tent in a plastic garbage bag and
cut it off. Seal the bag tightly and kill the caterpillars,
(you could drive over them with the car, or put the
whole bag in the freezer). There are some insecticides
registered for domestic use that can be used during
the spring and summer. However, control measures
for tent caterpillars really only work for small, easily
accessible tents, since on very tall trees the tents are
out of reach. In our wild trees, where there are simply
too many caterpillars to control, there isn’t much that
can be done. Caterpillars that appear in the fall and
live in tents are really fall webworms. The control for
fall webworms is basically the same as for the tent
caterpillars. If you have a problem with either of these
pests this year, then plan on doing some preventative
control measures next winter for the following year.
Look for masses of grey-coloured eggs that encircle
small branches of trees and shrubs in winter, and if
seen, use a dormant oil spray following label directions
for dormant oils.
Another common group of insect
pests are the vine weevils. Like
slugs and snails, vine weevils feed at
night and damage a wide variety of
plants. The adults leave

circular notches in the margins of leaves while the
larvae feed on roots. Large numbers of larvae can
seriously weaken plants. Parasitic nematodes, now
available from most garden centres, can be used to
help control larvae, but the nematodes need to be
applied in the spring while soils are still moist. The
adult vine weevils can be partially controlled by putting
short pieces of board or corrugated cardboard around
infested plants. The weevils crawl under the boards or
between the layers of cardboard during the day, so they
can be collected and destroyed. As well, you can go
out at night with a flashlight and look to see if you have
adults on your plants, and if so, they can be knocked
off and killed. You need to watch for fresh notching
damage which will indicate that the adults are actively
feeding in your garden.
Spider mites can also cause
damage to our garden plants.
They become particularly
troublesome as the weather
becomes hot and dry. Like
aphids, spider mites are
sucking pests. The first
indication that there is spider
mite damage is when you
notice foliage turning a mottled yellow to brown colour.
Spider mites are very tiny, so to actually see them,
look on the undersides of the leaves with a hand lens.
The most common spider mite pest in our area is the
two spotted mite. Under magnification, you will see
a spider-like creature with two darker coloured spots
on either side of its body. In severe infestations, you
may even see webbing. Washing plants with water on
a regular basis will help keep spider mite populations
under control. Some garden centres carry predator
mites that can be released which will help provide
control too. Of course, once you release predator
mites, you will have to leave the plants alone in order to
give the predators a chance to take control.
Over the last few weeks,
we’ve had a lot of requests
for information about how
to control the numerous
lady bugs that are being
found in people’s homes.
According to a BCMAFF information sheet, the ladybird
in question is the Multicoloured Asian Lady Beetle
(Harmonia axyridis), which was deliberately introduced
into the United States about 20 years ago. Since then,
this insect has moved north. In the fall, the insects
look for a cave (or cave-like conditions) to overwinter,
and our homes seem to satisfy their requirements for
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survival. The first insects that arrive emit a pheromone which can attract other lady beetles, and before you
know it, there are large populations in attics, garages, and along or inside our house walls. In the spring, the best
method of control is to sweep or vacuum them up and then release the insects outside. The lady bird beetles will
quickly move on. If found in the fall, again vacuum or sweep them up. Put them in a paper bag and keep the
paper bag in a cool, dark place like the garage until spring. Then, release them. It is not recommended to try
and kill them inside the home because dead beetle carcasses may attract other scavenger insects that could then
move into other parts of the house.
One of the most useful publications available to gardeners is the “Home and Garden Pest Management Guide for
British Columbia”. It is commonly sold at garden centres, and many local libraries carry a copy of this BC Ministry
of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries publication. I particularly like this reference because it is specific to problems
we encounter here in B.C., and it lists a variety of controls for most garden problems, so we can choose the
method most suitable for our particular problem. If you can’t find this for sale in your area, you can find out how
to order a copy by phoning 250-386-4636. Their e mail address is crown@pinc.com.

Norma Senn

Various colour forms of Harmonia axyridis,
the multicolor Asian ladybeetle
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Rootstalk
by Indumentum
We were lucky enough to find ourselves in Cornwall in April. It was unusually fine and warm, in fact,
warmer than the Mediterranean countries according to the smug BBC weatherman. The lovely bed and
breakfast we found near Bodmin was run by the sister of Fraser South’s very own Colleen Forster. We
hiked clifftop sections of the Cornwall coastal path amid a great profusion of wildflowers and developed
a strong addiction to Cornish pasties.
We did drop by a few gardens and were struck by the somewhat heretical thought that rhododendrons
do not grow as well in England as they do in the Vancouver area despite the more abundant summer rain
in the UK. This may be due to a number of factors. Mulch is rarely used, probably because bark mulch
is not so readily available. The use of fertilizer for rhododendrons is also not part of the local culture.
But the most significant factor may be the damage done by late spring frosts. As we have seen in other
years in the UK, there was a warm spell in early April which encouraged new growth followed by a few
days of hard frost which set the plants back, particularly the magnolias. We are very fortunate in the
Vancouver area that we rarely experience this type of spring weather.
We found a remarkable contrast between two Cornish gardens both originally developed by the Fox
family of Falmouth in the 1800s. Glendurgan Garden is now run by the National Trust and is set in a
beautiful valley sloping down to the sea at the Helford estuary. The landscaping is spare which allows
the visitor to enjoy great vistas and magnificent solitary specimens of rhododendrons and magnolias and
a towering Michelia doltsopa in full flower. The gardeners were even cutting down some large chestnut
trees to increase the light and space and create even more openness. A visit there should be compulsory
for our local tree huggers. Penjerrick Garden is exactly the opposite. If you like impenetrable jungle, this
is the place to go. It provides a salutary lesson in the need for constant garden renewal by continuous
pruning and maintenance and occasional plant and tree removal.
For us though the finest garden was at Caerhays Castle. This is a magnificent hillside garden set above a
green valley warmed by sea breezes. The garden houses the British national collection of magnolias and
there were more varieties of magnolias on show than one would ever want to see. There were very few
people there and we enjoyed the peace and tranquility almost as much as the splendid plants. The castle
is owned by the Williams family and it was J.C. Williams who sponsored some of the E.H. Wilson and
George Forrest expeditions to China to find new plants. Rhododendron williamsianum was named by
Wilson after the owner of Caerhays Castle and there are many of the original Wilson introductions to
be seen there.
If Caerhays Castle is Cornwall’s best kept secret, the most promoted gardens are the “Lost Gardens of
Heligan” and the Eden Project. We joined the throngs at Heligan and enjoyed the salubrious walled
gardens and the Cornish ice cream.
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